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watery graves. Therefore, we cannot and 
will not accept an outcome from this COP 
that does not set us on a course for a future 
that stays within the 1.5C temperature limit 
and leads to a more resilient world. “We 
have heard that we need a pragmatic 
outcome from COP. There is no more 
pragmatic response to the climate crisis 
than phasing out fossil fuels and investing 
in a resilient and just world.” 
 
China’s presence at COP28 this year 
loomed large, boasting the joint-third largest 
delegation with more than 1,400 badges 
issued, Carbon Brief analysis found. 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Wednesday 31st January 
After months of wrangling and blocking, it 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

was agreed at COP28 that next year’s COP 
will take place in Baku, Azerbaijan. The 
summit’s location rotates among the five 
UN regional groups each year, with COP29 
set for eastern Europe. Deciding a host 
country requires consensus, however, and 
Russia’s opposition to different choices due 
to the country’s ongoing war in Ukraine 
caused a delay…Additionally, Brazil was 
confirmed as the host of COP30 in 2025, 
with the summit taking place in the 
rainforest city of Belém. Other countries 
have already put bids forward to host future 
COPs – including Australia for COP31 and 
India for COP33. But these have yet to be 
formally decided.  
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
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Prayer guide 
for the care  
of creation 

January 2024 
When the carols have been stilled, When the star-
topped tree is taken down, When family and friends are 
gone home, When we are back to our schedules The 
work of Christmas begins: 
   To welcome the refugee, 
   To heal a broken planet, 
   To feed the hungry, 
   To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear, 
   To share our gifts, 
   To seek justice and peace for all people, 
   To bring Christ’s light to the world. 
 
by Michael Dougherty 

 
 

 



 

 
2 

Most of this month’s prayer guide will see 
details of the outcomes of COP28, all of 
which will come from the Carbon Brief 
website, a UK-based site covering the latest 
developments in climate science, climate 
policy and energy policy. It seems to be the 
most thorough, unbiassed and (mostly) 
understandable assessment of everything 
that went on that the prayer guide compiler 
has found. 
 
Monday 1st January 
Be Our Light for the New Year 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
Spirit of the Risen Christ, be with us today 
and always. 
Be our Light, our Guide, and our Comforter. 
Be our Strength, our Courage, and our 
Sanctifier. 
May this new year be a time of deep 
spiritual growth for us, 
A time of welcoming your graces and gifts, 
A time for forgiving freely and 
unconditionally, 
A time for growing in virtue and goodness. 
Come, Holy Spirit, 
Be with us today and always. 
- Author Unknown 
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online
-resources/prayer-index/new-years-prayers 
 
Tuesday 2nd January 
Yesterday saw the start of Veganuary, the 
annual campaign to encourage people to try 
eating a plant-based diet. Now in its 11th 
year, hundreds of thousands of people from 
around the world have signed up to the 
campaign, with millions of others following a 
vegan diet. 

https://veganuary.com/ 
 
Wednesday 3rd January 
At the heart of the COP28 negotiations was 
the culmination of the first-ever “global 
stocktake” under the Paris Agreement and, 
in particular, what it would say about fossil 
fuels. In the end, the COP “call[ed] on” all 
countries “to contribute to” a list of goals, 
including “transitioning away from fossil 
fuels…accelerating action in this critical 
decade”. After nearly 30 years, this is the 
first time a COP decision has explicitly 
called out all fossil fuels. Nevertheless, the 
outcome fell short of the full “phase-out” 
many said was needed to stay below 1.5C, 
as well as in terms of the finance needed to 
support the transition. The stocktake also 
calls on countries to contribute to the global 
tripling of renewable energy capacity and 
doubling of the rate of energy efficiency 
improvements by 2030. 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Thursday 4th January 
Liverpool seeks off-shore expertise to 
maximize the potential of the largest tidal 
energy project in Britain, writes Joe Verde. 
In a move accelerating Britain’s largest tidal 
energy project, the Liverpool City Region 
authority has signed a cooperative deal with 
South Korea’s state K-water company to 
begin exchange around its decade-long 
experience operating the world’s biggest 
tidal power plant. The Liverpool City Region 
Combined Authority oversees the emerging 
Mersey Tidal Power Project that envisions 
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challenges, it’s more important than ever to 
get involved in the Birdwatch. Every bird 
you do – or don’t – count will give us a 
valuable insight into how garden birds are 
faring. 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-
happening/big-garden-birdwatch 
 
Saturday 27th January 
Today is a day of gathering of the Green 
Christian Way of Life companions in 
London – people who want to out their faith 
in a deeper and more structured way, 
based on four disciplines. These disciplines 
are daily prayer and devotions, living gently 
on the earth, public witness and 
encouragement of each other. 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/way/ 
 
Sunday 28th January 
Your love 
flows like a stream 
into the ocean of your Grace. 
Your love 
encircles this world, 
displays your faithfulness. 
Your love 
is patient and kind, 
brings wholeness and true peace. 
Your love 
is all we desire 
to heal our brokenness. 
As all things pass 
and fade away 
love remains 
eternally 
John Birch, 
https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_E
piphany.htm 

Monday 29th January 
Within the heavily cooled COP28 buildings, 
66 countries signed a new pledge to cut 
emissions from fridges and air conditioning 
over the coming decades. Countries 
including the US, UK, Brazil and Kenya 
committed to reduce global cooling-related 
emissions across all sectors by at least 
68% by 2050, based on 2022 levels…The 
UAE-led voluntary commitment was 
launched on 5 December, alongside a 
UNEP report, which says cooling demand is 
growing. As temperatures soar around the 
world, people are turning to air-conditioning 
in homes and public buildings, and to 
refrigeration to “keep food fresh” and 
“vaccines viable”, the report notes. But 
more cooling “must not come at the cost of 
the energy transition and more intense 
climate impacts”, UNEP executive director 
Inger Anderson said in a statement.  
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Tuesday 30th January 
Some 154 world leaders descended on 
Dubai to express their views on how to 
tackle climate change. (Just 15 of them 
were female, according to the NGO CARE 
International).. As ever at COP, some of the 
most impassioned pleas for phasing out 
fossil fuels came from small island states.  
 
John Silk, foreign affairs minister for the 
Marshall Islands, well captured the mood 
from island nations when he told the 
resumed high-level segment on 8 
December: “We will not go silently to our 
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UK one of the top three contributors to 
the fund. 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Wednesday 24th January 
COP28’s “nature day” took place on 9 
December. This round of climate talks were 
the first to take place since countries 
agreed to a landmark new nature deal at 
the COP15 biodiversity summit, known as 
the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF), in December 2022…In a 
first-of-its-kind initiative, the UAE COP28 
presidency and China COP15 presidency 
released a Joint Statement on Climate, 
Nature and People…The joint statement 
was broadly welcomed by civil society 
groups, with James Lloyd, lead at the NGO 
Nature4Climate describing it as 
“groundbreaking”…Elsewhere on nature 
day, China surprised delegates by 
announcing that it was joining the High 
Ambition Coalition for Nature and People 
(HACN&P) – a group of 118 nations that 
have pledged to protect 30% of Earth by 
2030 
 
Near the end of the COP28 summit, 
Colombia surprised delegates by 
announcing it intends to host the next 
biodiversity summit, COP16, in 2024.   
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
 
 

Thursday 25th January 
Last year saw many green innovations. 
Here are some of the favourite ones from 
Edie: 
 Deep Green, ... has developed small-

scale edge data centres that can divert 
their excess heat to warm leisure 
centres and public swimming pools.  

 a team of researchers … discovered 
some of the ancient concrete-
manufacturing strategies used by the 
Romans. They found that Roman 
concrete contains ‘lime clasts’ – tiny 
minerals originating from lime that give 
the concrete the ability to self-heal. 

 Sugarcrete, a concrete brick 
replacement including sugarcane’s 
waste product, bagasse. The bricks are 
designed to lock together to create 
strength without the need for additional 
supplies and they meet industry 
standards for strength, durability, fire 
resistance, and thermal properties. 

https://www.edie.net/data-centre-heat-
recycling-and-solar-energy-from-space-the-
nine-best-green-innovations-of-2023/ 
 
Friday 26th January 
The annual RSPB big garden birdwatch 
starts today, the world’s largest garden 
wildlife survey. Across the UK, over half a 
million people took part in Big Garden 
Birdwatch 2023, counting a whopping 9.1 
million birds! House Sparrows took the top 
spot, but counts of these chirpy birds are 
down by 57% compared to the first 
Birdwatch in 1979. In fact, we’ve lost 38 
million birds from UK skies in the last 60 
years. With birds facing so many 
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harnessing fierce tidal surges where the 
River Mersey meets the Irish Sea to 
generate up to 500 megawatts of 
predictable, renewable electricity. 
https://happyeconews.com/largest-tidal-
energy-project/ 
 
Friday 5th January 
In an unconventional move, after officially 
launching COP28 on 30 November, Sultan 
Al Jaber immediately turned to one of the 
big-ticket agenda items – the loss-and-
damage fund. Loss and damage is a term 
used to describe the unstoppable harm 
caused by climate disasters. For more than 
30 years, small-island states, in particular, 
have been fighting for funds to help them 
deal with everything from hurricane damage 
to sea-level rise... a decision at COP27 [in 
2022 was made] to finally set up a loss-and-
damage fund. As part of this decision, a 
“transitional committee” of 24 climate 
diplomats was tasked with hashing out the 
details of the fund… The loss-and-damage 
fund being launched marked the first time a 
substantial outcome had been achieved 
during a COP opening session. It was the 
result of careful groundwork laid by the 
presidency, amid concerns that this 
historically controversial issue would 
otherwise be used to derail negotiations… 
Despite being generally perceived as an 
early win, the fund remained highly 
contentious. Unlike other forms of climate 
finance, there is no firm obligation for 
developed countries to pay into the fund. It 
will, therefore, depend on the generosity of 
wealthy nations and any other sources of 
money that can be leveraged. 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Saturday 6th January 
Another important decision to come out of 
COP28 was a “framework” that is meant to 
guide nations in their efforts to protect their 
people and ecosystems from climate 
change. This marked a big step forward for 
the “global goal on adaptation” (GGA), 
which was originally intended to raise the 
visibility of adaptation so it was on a par 
with mitigation in the UN climate process. 
This has long been a priority for the most 
climate-vulnerable countries, particularly the 
African nations that first proposed the 
goal…There is a general understanding 
that, unlike cutting emissions, climate 
adaptation is a highly varied and context-
specific issue that cannot be easily 
quantified... Negotiations around the GGA 
got off to a bad start… The first two 
versions of text that emerged from early 
consultations were so unpopular among 
parties that they only started properly 
negotiating with two days to go…Finally, 
just two days before COP28 was officially 
due to end, a draft decision was produced 
by the presidency…Parties did not agree to 
set up a specific agenda item to continue 
discussing the GGA, as some had hoped 
for. However, they will now engage in a 
two-year work programme to establish 
which “indicators” can be used to work out 
how well adapted they are in the future. 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
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Sunday 7th January 
The Work of Christmas Begins 
When the carols have been stilled, 
When the star-topped tree is taken down, 
When family and friends are gone home, 
When we are back to our schedules 
The work of Christmas begins: 
   To welcome the refugee, 
   To heal a broken planet, 
   To feed the hungry, 
   To build bridges of trust, not walls of fear, 
   To share our gifts, 
   To seek justice and peace for all people, 
   To bring Christ’s light to the world. 
- by Michael Dougherty, a variation on 
Howard Thurman’s ‘When the Song of the 
Angels is Stilled’ 
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online
-resources/prayer-index/new-years-prayers 
 
Monday 8th January 
Besides the early adoption of the loss-and-
damage fund, none of the biggest items on 
the COP28 agenda focused exclusively on 
climate finance. However, the topic still 
permeated the event and was a key talking 
point in most of the negotiations… In order 
to achieve any of the lofty aspirations of 
COP28 – from fossil-fuel phaseout to 
tripling renewables – developing countries 
emphasised again and again that they 
would need large amounts of money. This 
position is well-founded. In a new report 
launched at the start of COP28 from the 
High-Level Expert Group on Climate 
Finance, chaired by leading economists 
Vera Songwe and Nicholas Stern, the 
authors conclude: “The world is badly off 
track on the Paris goals, as the first global 

stocktake shows, the primary reason for 
which is insufficient investment in key 
areas, particularly in EMDCs [emerging 
markets and developing countries].” 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Tuesday 9th January 
The Sharm el-Sheikh joint work on 
implementation of climate action on 
agriculture and food security (SSJW), 
agreed at COP27 [in 2022], is the only 
formal UNFCCC workstream to address 
agriculture and food systems… The goal of 
the SSJW negotiations at COP28 was to 
establish a roadmap for the joint work… 
Under the SSJW … a series of workshops 
brings together a wide range of voices on a 
particular topic, with each workshop 
resulting in a synthesis report. Such reports 
are “a form of recommendation”, said Marie 
Cosquer, co-coordinator of the Climate 
Action Network’s agriculture working group 
and advocacy analyst at Action against 
Hunger. She added: “Even if it’s sometimes 
very top line, it’s still a political signal for 
countries to orient and define their food-
systems policies.”.. Ultimately, the SSJW 
negotiations ended with a procedural text. 
This “essentially means, ‘we talked, we’ll 
talk again’”, [Theresa] Anderson [from 
ActionAid] told Carbon Brief. She continued: 
“There’s a long, bloated, confusing text 
now, with everybody’s pet pieces and pet 
hates all in there. That’s now being 
recorded as an informal note, which means 
that it can be picked up to be discussed 
again next year. [in Bonn in June]” 
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in whom we can rely, 
we will praise your name today 
and all days. Amen. 
John Birch, 
https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_E
piphany.htm 
 
Monday 22nd January 
The World Climate Action Summit on 1 
December kicked off with the release of the 
Emirates Declaration on Sustainable 
Agriculture, Resilient Food Systems and 
Climate Action, signed by 134 parties… At 
the release event, UAE climate and 
environment minister Mariam Almheiri 
noted that those signatories collectively 
represent more than three-quarters of the 
world’s total food systems emissions. The 
headline of the declaration was a 
commitment to include agriculture and food 
systems into countries’ NDCs and other 
national plans “before the convening of 
COP30”. Many observers, NGOs and food-
systems experts told Carbon Brief that the 
pledge to integrate food into national policy 
was a welcome one – as long as there was 
follow-through from governments. 
 
COP28’s thematic food day, 10 December, 
saw the launch of the Alliance of 
Champions for Food Systems 
Transformation … Co-chairs Brazil, Norway 
and Sierra Leone were joined by Cambodia 
and Rwanda as the founding members of 
the alliance. The five governments that 
make up the alliance have committed to 
“reorienting policies, practices and 
investment priorities to deliver better food 

systems outcomes for people, nature and 
climate”,  
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Tuesday 23rd January 
Several new measures to tackle 
deforestation were announced by 
countries at COP28. 
 Brazil, which will host COP30 as the 

“tropical forests COP” in 2025, turned 
heads by announcing a new “tropical 
forests forever” fund proposal on 1 
December. Launched by environment 
minister Marina Silva and finance 
minister Fernando Haddad, the proposal 
aims to provide 80 tropical countries 
with finance to help maintain trees, with 
annual payments based on hectares 
conserved or restored, according to 
Reuters. The newswire added that 
Brazil hopes to raise $250bn for the 
fund from sovereign wealth funds and 
other investors, including the oil 
industry.  

 Elsewhere, French president Emmanuel 
Macron used his appearance at the 
summit from 1 and 2 December to 
confirm funding for three forest finance 
packages, including $100m for Papua 
New Guinea, $60m for the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and $50m for the 
Republic of Congo, 

 The UK pledged an additional $38m to 
Brazil’s Amazon fund on 2 December. 
According to the South Atlantic 
newswire Merco Press, this makes the 
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https://greenchristian.org.uk/gc-
campaigns/green-christian-workshops/ 
 
Thursday 18th January 
Bankers for Net-Zero and Rewired Earth 
have jointly launched a new initiative 
intended to help businesses and 
governments to measure and verify supply 
chain sustainability, backed by more than 
40 organisations, writes Sarah George. 
Organisations as diverse as PwC, 
Microsoft, the British Standards Institute 
(BSI), Youth4Planet and the University of 
Exeter are among the initial participants in 
‘The Constellation’. Participants will work 
collaboratively to “build up an impact 
methodology and metrics that reveal an 
organisation’s true impact on people and 
the planet”. The key focus is on supply 
chains which often account for the bulk of a 
business’s impact on climate, nature and 
people. 
https://www.edie.net/supply-chain-
sustainability-network-launched-with-
support-of-40-organisations/ 
 
Friday 19th January 
EU president Ursula von der Leyen 
launched the global pledge on 
renewables and energy efficiency, 
together with the COP28 presidency and 
118 countries as part of the World Action 
Summit at COP28. The initiative sets a 
global target to triple installed capacity to at 
least 11 terawatts (TW) by 2030… 
Additionally, it sets a target to double the 
rate of global energy-efficiency 
improvements, from roughly 2% to 4% per 
year, by the end of the decade…An 

analysis by researchers at Climate Action 
Tracker described the pledge as a “key 
highlight” of COP28, saying it could “close 
about a third of the gap between current 
policies and 1.5C in 2030 if fully 
implemented”. 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Saturday 20th January 
[A] declaration to triple nuclear energy was 
endorsed by 22 national governments on 1 
December, including the US, France, UAE 
and the UK. It sees countries commit to the 
loose goal of working together to “advance 
a global aspirational goal of tripling nuclear 
energy capacity”. Additionally, it invites 
shareholders of international financial 
institutions to encourage the inclusion of 
nuclear energy in lending policies.  
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Sunday 21st January 
This world and all within it 
is part of your glorious plan, 
devised and created in love 
for your people to enjoy. 
Such divine mystery; 
Such wonder; 
that you should consider 
humankind so precious 
and provide for our needs. 
God of all, our creator, 
our rock, our refuge, 
our confidence and hope, 
our rescuer and deliverer, 
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https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Wednesday 10th January 
Tonight at 7pm sees the first Green 
Christian workshop of the year, Influencing 
your Community in a time of Planetary 
Crisis with Graham Wroe. He will examine 
some of the campaigns he has been 
involved in and share what he has learnt 
from them, giving pointers to how we can 
help build more climate-resilient 
communities. Graham is a retired 
teacher/lecturer who spent most of his 
career in inner city Sheffield but also 
worked as a Mission Partner with CMS in 
Uganda. Throughout his life Graham has 
been a campaigner and has worked on 
many issues such as opposing incineration, 
saving street trees, green politics, banning 
Glyphosate, challenging the press and 
declaring climate and nature emergencies. 
Today Graham writes for two local 
newspapers and his blog, Tell the Truth 
Sheffield and is a carer for his wife. He is an 
active member of Extinction Rebellion and 
Sheffield Green Party. Free but you’ll need 
to register for the zoom link 
https://greenchristian.org.uk/gc-
campaigns/green-christian-workshops/ 
 
Thursday 11th January 
In a win for public health, pollinators, and 
the environment, the U.S. Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals ruled this month in favor of 
farmworkers and public-interest groups that 
called for reversing the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s (EPA) approval of a 

human antibiotic for use as a pesticide on 
citrus crops. In the ruling, the court 
determined the EPA’s 2021 decision to 
allow spraying of streptomycin on citrus 
crops to be unlawful under the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, 
and the Endangered Species Act. The court 
also held that the issue’s seriousness 
required that the EPA vacate its approval of 
the ‘pesticide’… The overuse of medically-
important antibiotics has contributed to 
increased antibiotic resistance in bacteria, a 
pressing public health crisis [globally] 
https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/us-
appeals-court-rules-the-approval-of-human-
antibiotic-as-a-citrus-pesticide-to-be-
unlawful/ 
 
Friday 12th January 
To ensure that vulnerable people are not 
left behind, all climate action must be 
underpinned by principles of a just 
transition. Broadly, this means moving 
toward a green global economy in a way 
that won’t create or exacerbate inequalities 
or cause other unintended economic and 
social harms. https://www.wri.org/technical-
perspectives/5-essential-principles-just-
transition-work-programme-climate-action 
 
Launched within the Sharm el-Sheikh 
implementation plan, the just transition 
work programme (JTWP) held its first 
high-level ministerial round table at COP28, 
preparing the work programmes’s activities 
for the next five years. Disagreements 
arose around the focus of the JTWP, with 
developed countries broadly viewing it as a 
labour transition, while developing countries 
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argued it needs to be more multilateral... “It 
has been almost a philosophical 
conversation here about whether we’re 
talking about just transition pathways or 
pathways to just transition.” said Anabella 
Rosemberg, senior advisor on the just 
transition at CAN (Climate Action Network). 
[After many debates and drafts] The final 
text was released in the early hours of 13 
December and passed through the closing 
plenary.  
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Saturday 13th January 
The gender action plan, launched at 
COP25 in Madrid and building on COP20’s 
Lima work programme on gender, aims to 
mainstream gender-responsive thinking and 
policy across the UNFCCC negotiations. 
Currently in the penultimate year of its five-
year mandate, the gender action plan was 
“set to be an extremely procedural 
negotiation” at COP28, said Bridget Burns, 
the executive director of the Women’s 
Environment and Development 
Organization. She told Carbon Brief: “We 
came to COP hoping to use it to make 
progress in talking to governments about 
what they hope and expect for next year 
and to share what we hope and expect for 
next year. But they ended up in a lot of 
meetings to debate language that had 
already been agreed. I think we’re seeing 
some governments using it as an easy 
strategic blocking negotiation.”.. According 
to Sascha Gabizon, executive director of 
WECF [Women Engage for a Common 

Future], Russia argued against the specific 
inclusion of Indigenous women and 
attempted to change references to “gender” 
in the text to references to “sex”. She told 
Carbon Brief: “They are very much 
politicising anything which has to do with 
gender equality in the negotiations. So that 
doesn’t really look good for the future.” The 
gender action plan is set to be renewed and 
renegotiated at COP29 [in 2024]. 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Sunday 14th January 
You speak to us in many ways, 
through rushing wind 
or still small voice, 
in Scripture’s Word 
or through your Grace 
and we in turn find many ways, 
to hear the world’s 
insistent voice 
break through the silence 
and take your place. 
Forgive our sin. 
Help us hear your voice 
above the clamour of this world, 
recognise the difference 
and follow only you. Amen 
John Birch, 
https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_E
piphany.htm 
 
Monday 15th January 
Action for Climate Empowerment (ACE) 
aims to encourage people to engage in 
climate action in different ways – through 
education, training and global cooperation, 
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alongside public awareness, participation 
and access to information. The “Glasgow 
ACE work programme” was agreed at 
COP26. At [2022’s] talks in Sharm el-
Sheikh, countries agreed on a new four-
year ACE “action plan”. This plan “focuses 
on immediate action through short-term, 
clear and time-bound activities” – including 
finding ways to bring ACE into UN climate 
work and national climate plans… But, 
ultimately, the issue was suspended until 
the Bonn talks next summer.  
https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Tuesday 16th January 
New pledges and alliances on fossil 
fuels dominated the first few days of 
COP28. 
 Nine new countries signed up to the 

Powering Past Coal Alliance, a large 
group of nations pledging to phase out 
“unabated” coal power first founded at 
COP26 in Glasgow two years ago. This 
included the US, Czech Republic, 
Kosovo, Cyprus, Norway, the 
Dominican Republic and Iceland, the 
Associated Press reported – and later 
COP28 host UAE and Malta, 

 An initiative called the coal transition 
accelerator was launched by France, 
alongside Canada, the European 
Commission, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Senegal, UK and US. 

 Elsewhere, Spain, Kenya and Samoa 
joined a small group of nations pledging 
to phase out all fossil fuels, known as 
the Beyond Oil and Gas Alliance,  

 Colombia made waves by becoming the 
first major oil exporter to sign the fossil 
fuel non-proliferation treaty. This 
brought the number of countries 
interested in a legal agreement for 
ending new fossil-fuel projects up to 11. 

 Australia and Norway joined the clean 
energy transition partnership (CETP), 
an initiative with a goal of ending 
international public finance for fossil 
fuels. It now has 41 members. 

https://www.carbonbrief.org/cop28-key-
outcomes-agreed-at-the-un-climate-talks-in-
dubai/ 
 
Wednesday 17th January 
Tonight is a Joy in Enough talk, 7pm. Cat 
Jenkins will be talking about the ways in 
which offshore finance centres (and those 
who make use of them) compound the 
climate injustices meted out on the global 
South, by the global North; and she 
discusses the reasons why campaigning for 
international corporate tax justice matters to 
climate-ravaged countries. Before working 
in the environmental/social justice sectors, 
Cat spent some 25 years in offshore 
finance, variously as a policy adviser to a 
regulator, risk director of AXA’s offshore life 
business and a lecturer/author on various 
financial services and governance issues. 
She’s now a part-time Administrator for 
Green Christian; she also works part time 
for various other UK-based charities, mainly 
on campaigns and communications.  Her 
first degree is in finance, with post-graduate 
qualifications in online education and in 
digital theology. 


