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Leaping like calves at Christmas!

I was going to apologise for mentioning
Christmases, when it is barely autumn,
until I realised that in doing so, I am
pandering to the collective anxiety
surrounding the festival. I have to admit
that my Christmas often degenerate into
an exhausting attempt to maintain calm
whilst indulging in frenzied over-
consumption on various fronts, whilst
still clinging to an illusory ideal: a perfect
tinselfest of happiness for myself and
the people around me. I don’t think I’m
the only one, which is a sad statement
on how we tend to celebrate the
priceless gift of God’s love in Jesus. Ruth
Grayson’s thoughtful article, “As Good
as a Feast” contains much wisdom
about how we might reclaim Christmas
as a time of thankful celebration and
sharing. The profound meaning of the
incarnation is explored further by
Orthodox Christian scholar, Elizabeth
Theokritoff, explaining how “it is the
great mystery for the sake of which
everything was created”,  “the
movement in which God assumes and
thus saves material Creation” and her
article stresses our place within
Creation, not separate from it. 

The gift of God’s grace breaking into the
world was likened by the Old Testament
prophet Malachi to “the sun of
righteousness rising with healing in its
wings”, bringing joy like that of calves
leaping as they are released from the
stall.  It is a lovely image that inspired
our front cover. Orthodox theology
encompasses this narrative of all
Creation carrying within it the hope of
redemption, the signs of God’s grace.
Yet Malachi warned sternly that this gift
of joy was “for those who revere My
name” and reverence surely implies a

deep respect and love, and a desire to
take care of all we have been entrusted
with.  

What might this reverence really look like
and feel like? I think we have some great
examples in this issue. From the creating
of a beautiful community garden  (see
page 13) and the daring project that
brought farm animals to a city car park
(Mayhem in Battersea page 10)! Both
these are hugely successful in terms of
enjoyment, fun and a sense of
community, not only with local residents,
but with the wider “community of
Creation” as farm animals were heard,
smelt, patted and fed in central London
and bees foraged amongst the roses.

But equally important is the thinking
through of the nitty-gritty decisions we
make every day about how we live and
its effects on others; whether as
individuals, Church communities and
even at national government level. So we
report on the recent Anglican Synod
debates around divestment, and John
Ranken invites us to also consider our
personal lifestyle, taking stock of our
use of resources, particularly
considering our carbon emissions. All of
this he stresses as part of a “work of
reconciliation” between ourselves and
the rest of Creation as we seek to tread
gently. Louise Cook in “Talking Climate”
urges us to share our personal stories of

challenge and change with those around
us, being honest about our inspiration
and our motivation, making accounts
personal and hopeful, part of living out
our faith with integrity.

Wendell Berry, the farmer, poet and
visionary sees all of our life as part of
sacramental living as the following,
quoted at the GC retreat in July, explains:

“To live we must daily break the body
and shed the blood of Creation. When
we do this knowingly, lovingly, skilfully
and reverently, it is a sacrament.
When we do it ignorantly, greedily,
clumsily and destructively, it is a
desecration. In such desecration we
condemn ourselves to spiritual and
moral loneliness and others to want.”
Wendell Berry, The Gift of Good Land

Feeling challenged? I certainly am, but
thanks be to God for the gift of peace in
Jesus, the guidance of the Holy Spirit
and the encouragement and help we
give each other as members of the
family of God.  

Wishing you the joyful freedom of the
leaping calf and the healing sun of
righteousness as you celebrate all of
life, all of Creation, both at Christmas
and every day.

Clare Redfern
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Ihave been trying an experiment
recently. Every time the subject of the
weather has come up in conversation I

have been mentioning Climate Change.
The result is almost invariably an
awkward silence.  

The people I have been talking to are not
Climate Change sceptics. They are
ordinary people, usually Christians, for
whom the subject of Climate Change
simply feels irrelevant. Climate Change
is not part of everyday conversation. It is
something of interest only to experts or

those of us who have this strange hobby
called “environmentalism”. They may
hear on the news some dire prediction of
the long term future (that is anything
more than about a year ahead!) or
something about coral reefs. All very sad
but far too distant to influence people’s
thoughts and actions.

Even if I could convince someone that
the crazy weather we have had this year
is related to Climate Change, “facts”
alone do not convince someone to
change the way they act: we all have

subconscious psychological defences,
which can block anything too painful or
frightening or about which we feel guilty
or helpless. 

Behavioural psychologists tell us that we
are all a mixture of irrational and rational,
subconscious and conscious. We do not
choose our actions by looking at
evidence, but we act in a way which fits
our own self-image and then sub-
consciously select which evidence we
believe. This image of ourselves is most
strongly connected to the group we
identify with the most.

So people will not start taking action on
Climate Change simply by being told the
facts.  But the good news is, that we can
convince people to take action using
their own group identity, telling them,
“People like you care about this!”

Advertisers have known this for decades
and recently the government has caught
on with the setting up of the Behavioural
Insights “Nudge” Team at the Cabinet
Office. It is why you sometimes see
posters saying things like “97% of
people get their tax return in on time”

Those of us who are trying to influence
churchgoers have an advantage – there
is an obvious group identity through our
faith, and the Christian Church (for the
most part) teaches protection of God’s
Creation and love of our neighbours –
near and far.

Climate Outreach, a group which
researches and advises on
communicating Climate Change, has
recently published a resource for talking
to people of Faith about Climate Change.

Talking climate change
Louise Cook shares some insights from a masterclass run by Climate Outreach 

© ellie redfern



They suggest that for Christians, the
idea of moral obligation to the poor can
work well as a way to talk about Climate
Change. Framing discussions around the
idea that caring for God’s Creation is
part of our faith also works – we need to
protect the abundance of Creation and
enable it to flourish as God intended.
Most Christians would agree that their
faith gives them a way to live every day
and not just on Sundays. They will
already be trying not to be greedy or
wasteful so we can talk about ways they
can live more simply. Encouraging
people to make a personal pledge can
also be a strong motivator.

Climate Outreach discovered that the
language of sinfulness is not helpful. You
might think that Christianity’s message
of repentance and forgiveness would be
a great way to introduce the theme of
Climate Change as a “corporate sin”. But
people are simply not motivated by this
kind of language. Perhaps those
denominations who have focussed
heavily on Guilt, Confession and Penance
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could learn something from this new
understanding of human psychology!

Taking one of the above themes – moral
obligation, care of Creation, or living our
faith in daily actions – the message then
needs to follow a narrative arc. This is a
way of taking people on a journey from
where they are, through an
understanding of the problem towards
taking actions to see the world they
believe in and to become the person
they want to be. There are four steps in
this narrative process: 

1. Validation – stating and sharing the
belief which is your starting point – for
example, we have a moral obligation not
to hurt others.

2. Challenge – explaining that what you
care for is threatened – Climate Change
can hurt the most vulnerable. 

3. Action – how changing can reflect
your values and beliefs – what can you
do to uphold your moral values?

4. Restoration – Seeing, through your
actions, the world fitting better to your
values, and yourself becoming a fuller
member of your group.

Don’t worry if the “narrative arc” seems
rather technical. The most important
thing is that the person giving the
message is trusted. And the people we
trust the most are the people who are
most like us. Statements from Church
leaders can be valuable but one
“ordinary” Christian speaking to another
is much more important. Not having a
theology degree is probably helpful and
avoiding too much science is essential!
The minute you start using
climatological statistics you become a
scientist and cease being an ordinary
person!

For example, I hear a doctor on TV say I
should cut down on my carbohydrates
and do nothing. My friend tells me she

has stopped eating so much bread and I
give it a go!

So take a look at Climate Outreach’s
research, read up a little about
behavioural psychology, and public
speaking and organise a talk at your
Church. Or, if standing up in front of
crowds isn’t your thing, continue having
those little conversations about the
weather. The silences will continue, for a
while, but if we keep it up the barriers to
conversation will gradually break down.
The more that people hear the words
“Climate Change” spoken by an ordinary
person, the more it will become
something that an ordinary person talks
about. Not an environmentalist or a
scientist, but an ordinary Christian like
you and like me.

Louise Cook
Louise.Cook@
greenchristian.org.uk         
020 8668 7219

Louise has just written 
a new leaflet for 
Green Christian entitled
The 7 R’s

Suggested reading:

Faith and Climate Change, A guide to
talking with the five major faiths
download from climateoutreach.org/
resources/climate-change-faith/

Influence: The Psychology of Persuasion
by Robert Cialdini

Nudge by Richard Thaler and Cass
Sunstein

Predictably Irrational: The Hidden Forces
That Shape Our Decisions by Dan Ariely.
Thinking Fast and Slow by Daniel
Kahneman

If you don’t want to read the books, look
up the latter two on www.ted.com/

And for public speaking tips try Talk like
TED by Carmine Gallo

Some deep insights on getting the best
responses from people we interact with
can be found in parenting books! I love
How to Talk so Kids will Listen and
Listen so Kids will Talk by Adele Faber
and Elaine Mazlish

The language should be
kept as one of morality
rather than Justice, which
has left-wing overtones
and may alienate anyone
not already familiar with
the language of social
justice. 

When having conversations
with people be careful to
avoid those unanswerable
guilt-laden questions. Not
“why don’t you walk your
kids to school instead of
driving?” but instead “what
would it take for you to be
able to walk your kids to
school?”. The first question
promotes defensiveness,
the second invites
solutions.
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A heart for the Earth
an overview of Green Christian’s 2018 retreat by George Dow

In his article in the previous issue of
Green Christian, Paul Bodenham took
as his title “Out of the Wilderness”,

reflecting on “the ecological journeys we
make, from ignorance and desolation to
consolation”. Paul spoke of his own
journey, reflecting those stages, and
suggested that we all have our own
story of “ecological conversion”. 

It was with this as background that 19 of
us – some GC members and some not –
gathered for a weekend in July at our
annual retreat which this year was held
at Ministeracres Retreat Centre in
County Durham. Sharing leadership with
Paul was Chris Walton. The aims of the
retreat took a frame of reference from
the four spiritual disciplines of the Green
Christian Way of Life: lifestyle, prayer,
witness and encouragement,

1
as

interpretive keys.  Seeking signs of
God’s grace at work in our lives, we
would:

• trace our heart’s lifelong ecological
journey towards reconciliation with
the Earth, 

• find how our experience is both
shared with others and unique to us
and 

• draw love and wisdom from what we
have learnt, so that we can live more
fully for the good of the Earth.

One of the key inspirations for the
weekend were the words of Carl Rogers,
the founder of person-centred
counselling:
“An empathic way of being with another
person has several facets. It means
entering the perceptual world of the

other and becoming thoroughly at home
in it. It involves being sensitive, moment
by moment, to the changing felt
meaning which flows in this other
person, to the fear of rage or
tenderness or confusion or whatever he
or she is experiencing. It means
temporarily living in the other’s life,
moving about in it delicately without
making judgements, however strange or
bizarre the world of the other, and then
returning to your own world when you
wish”. 2

It was suggested that in the context of
the retreat we might substitute “God’s
Creation” for the “other person” in the
above quote. 

After introductions on Friday evening we
were each given a programme, liturgies
and prayers to be used and a ‘life scroll’
on which each of us would be be tracing
our ecological journeys, both outer and
inner. Following a brief introductory talk
on the subject of “entering the private
world of another”, Chris explained that
two “Companions” of the Way of Life
Community – he and Deirdre Munro –
would be available in the role of
‘chaplains’ should anyone wish to have a
one-to-one session.

Saturday was a day of personal
exploration, sharing and reflection – a
time during which we worked on our
personal scrolls which we could illustrate
using words or pictures.

Firstly, our “outer life journeys”,
identifying the events in our own
ecological conversion, why they were
significant and what our responses were
– and looking out for what group

members had in common (“where I
connect”) and what we had heard that
was different (“where I don’t connect”).
And in a short ritual we offered up what
we had heard from each other: the
things that were in my/our shared
experience, and things that were not.

A period of free time after lunch saw
some of us going for walks in the
beautiful grounds and others reading or
simply sitting quietly reflecting on the
retreat themes.

After further developing work from the
morning, we then again turned to our
scrolls, but this time – again shared in
groups – we dwelt on our “inner life
journey”, looking at “what I was and am,
and what I am becoming in regard to
prayer, lifestyle, witness and
encouragement; and how am I changing
and discerning what will be my next
unfamiliar step in the journey”. 

Two words which cropped up a lot in the
sharing were  “community” – the
importance of community in all its forms
in our personal lives, and “hope” – and
that hope does not simply happen, but
rather needs to be cultivated.

We learned that the accepted paradigm
of See, then Judge, then Act needs to be
replaced by See, then Grieve, then
Hope, then Act – and that Philippians 2 is
the ultimate story of grieving and
hoping.

And we heard these insights:
“It is not about saving the planet. It’s
about loving God.”
“The Spirit is working in the space
between me and the other, be that
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human, animal or plant.”
“Prayer unlocks the prison and releases
hope.”
“Witness is not only about small practical
actions like writing to your MP, but on a
deeper level entails discovering freedom
from complicity in the ways of the
world.”
“Encouragement of each is particularly
vital in our individualist society.”

And, similar to the morning’s activities,
there followed a ritual of surrender,
offering up “where we have come from”
and hearing ourselves welcomed and
affirmed in the new place into which we
are being invited to step.  As has been
the custom at GC weekend retreats over
many years, Saturday evening meant
“open mic”, with a wide array of
entertainment provided by attendees –

George Dow
George.Dow@
greenchristian.org.uk
01736 359064

References:
1 See www.greenchristian.org.uk/way/  
2 Carl Rogers, A Way of Being (Houghton-Mifflin 1995)

Fossil fuel reduction plans
Short-Term and Long-Term by John Ranken

poems, short stories and songs – some
serious and many not quite so! A lovely,
relaxing time.

Sunday morning saw us continuing to
work on our “next unfamiliar steps”,
looking to the future, offering up in
worship what we had begun to hear of
God’s call to us, with an opportunity to
seek each other’s support in making
resolutions for the way ahead. The
weekend ended in a Eucharistic offering
in the grounds of what we had discerned
as our next step, rehearsing our offering
of self in receiving the bread and wine,
given for the life of the whole of
Creation.

This was a weekend of personal
exploration, challenge, friendship and
encouragement. So good to see again

old friends and make new ones – with so
much diversity AND so much in common
– a wildflower garden of humans all
growing together and seeking yet closer
relationship with our God and, through
our Creator, the Earth and all its
lifeforms.

Special thanks to Paul and Chris who put
all this together – and to the staff and
volunteers at Ministeracres who were
the perfect hosts throughout.

All of us have a responsibility to
tackle Climate Change in whatever
ways we can. The single biggest

factor in human-caused climate change
is the excessive burning of fossil fuels.

One way to begin own personal
commitment to reducing fossil fuels is
through working out our own “Fossil Fuel
Reduction Plans” as follows:

A Fossil Fuel Use Audit 
This considers both direct and indirect
use:

Direct – car miles, air miles,
domestic heating and appliances.
Indirect – the embedded fossil fuels,
that is the amount used in the
production of the clothes and stuff we
buy, the food we eat, the buildings in
which we live, work and relax.

Quantification can be helpful but even a
simple assessment (is it a lot, a little, too
much, too little, enough) can provide
information to identify the areas where
we need to use less. There are also
helpful online carbon calculator tools
such as those on the Carbon Footprint,
Resurgence and Climate Stewards
websites that can guide us through the
audit process and do the calculations for
us.1

Short-Term (1 Year) Fossil Fuel
Reduction Plans
Based on information from the Fossil
Fuel Use Audit, what fossil fuel savings
can we make for the forthcoming year?
Can we make some more journeys using
public transport; if planned well in
advance, even the train can be cheaper
than the car. Air miles? If you used the Continued on page 8

© ellie redfern
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References:
1 For example: https://www.carbonfootprint.com/ ;

https://www.climatestewards.org
https://www.resurgence.org/resources/carbon-
calculator.html

2 http://www.energysavingtrust.org.uk
3 www.greenelectricity.org

Footnote: Green Christian has a great carbon reduction
course for small groups or individuals called ecocell. Visit
our website: greenchristian.org.uk/resources/ecocell/

online carbon calculator1, you might
have been surprised by the carbon
emissions from air travel; think how trips
could be reduced in the coming year?
Could you maybe explore parts of the
UK you’ve always wanted to visit?

Domestic heating and energy use: what
energy efficiency measures could you
implement to reduce your gas and
electricity usage?  The Energy Efficiency
Trust2 has lots of ideas and information.
Could you switch to a renewable
electricity provider (See Green Electricity
Marketplace3)?

Review each year. How did you do last
year? What could you try differently in
future? Aim to make overall reductions
year by year. There may be ups and
downs but the overall trend should be
downward, giving a lower and lower
“Fossil Fuel Footprint” as the years go
by. 

Longer-Term Fossil Fuel Reduction
Plans
It is also worth thinking about the longer
term – 5 years, 10 years and beyond.
What big life-changing events can we
foresee:  changing jobs and careers, or
taking retirement? 

Raising a family? Offspring leaving home
and becoming more independent?
Considering a different kind of livelihood
and lifestyle? Downsizing? New interests?
New priorities? All can be thought about
and brought about within a framework of
Fossil Fuel Reduction. 

We can also do a lot within community
groups where resources, enthusiasm
and problems can be shared, from
putting solar panels on the cricket
pavilion to sharing allotments to produce
local food.  Church groups of course,
can get involved.

How can we influence and
encourage others?
We can all find our voice through
lobbying, political engagement,
campaigns, advocacy, writing articles
for a local newspaper, even for Green
Christian magazine! 

Finally, we can all play a part in a much
needed “Great Work of Reconciliation“.
The industrial revolution brought great
benefits, but at great cost.  High
amongst the costs is an increasing
divorce between humanity and nature.
We have abandoned a relationship of
harmony with Creation, seeing the

natural world as a pool of natural
resources we can exploit to satisfy our
excessive desires, with little
consideration of the consequences.

A widespread commitment to Fossil Fuel
Reduction by individual users and all
sectors of our economy and society, can
help promote the great work of
reconciliation which we need.
Can we do it? Yes we can!

John Ranken

© ellie redfern
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O God, enlarge within us the sense of fellowship with all living
things, our brothers, the animals to whom Thou gavest the
Earth as our common home with us.

We remember with shame that we have exercised the high
dominion of man with ruthless cruelty so that the song of the
Earth that should have gone up to Thee in song, has been a
groan of travail. 

May we realise that the Creation is not for us alone but for
itself and for Thee, and the Earth and all that is in it loves the
sweetness of life that is Your gift.

Prayer of St Basil the Great (330-379)

Creator of Earth, and of all Earth's children, Creator of soil
and sea and sky and the tapestries of the stars, we turn to
You for guidance as we look upon our mutilated planet, and
pray that it is not too late for us to rescue our wounded
world. 

We have been so careless. We have failed to nurture the frail
life You entrusted to our keeping. We beg You for forgiveness
and we ask You to begin again. Be with us in our commitment
to the Earth, and let all the world say: Amen.

Sr Miriam Therese Winter  (with kind permission)



far closer. But times have changed.

It was perhaps only a gesture, but
bringing a bit of the farm to the city had
a deeper purpose about restoring our
connections with the created world God
has made. Even in the city, or even more
in the city, we need connection to
growing things, to green spaces, to
living things; the disconnection does us
a disservice, and even harm. 

The Psalmist was gobsmacked by what
he saw of God in the natural world. It did
his heart good. It raised his mind in
worship of God, who brings all things
together. 

“O Lord, our God, how majestic is your
name in all the Earth!.....
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Leaping like calves 
Robert Musgrave recalls mayhem and joy when “Farm2City” came to Battersea

“This weekend we have a group from the
city staying at the farm”. Nothing
unusual about that. “This coming week
we have the farm coming to the city”.
There is a lot unusual about that!

Yet in June this year, the car park
outside Providence House Youth Club on
Falcon Road, Battersea was
transformed into a farmyard.  Yes, there
were sheep by Clapham Junction! 

And pigs and calves and a tractor; with
ducks, chicks and chickens finding
perches in the sports hall, and a goose,
and a turkey nestling in sawdust. 

There was nothing unusual about the farm
coming to the city in former times, as the
connection between city and country was

When I consider Your heavens, the work
of Your fingers, the moon and the
stars….
And yet You still think about mankind,
and care so much for us! Amazing!..
And more than that, You put us in this
great Creation to live as part of it, to
take responsibility for it – the sheep and
the cows, the birds and the fish..
O Lord, our God, how majestic is your
name in all the Earth” (from Psalm 8,
adapted).

So the car park was scrubbed, and all
cars cleared out. It took two days to
make the space ready, erecting fencing,
assembling pens, constructing hand
wash troughs for visitors. At last they
arrived late afternoon: a Luton van,
laden with gear, to be followed by the

photo credit: Providence House
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Landrover pulling a trailer full of bleating,
snorting, clucking creatures from
Shallowford Farm in Devon. 

First off came the sheep with four lambs,
looking every which way: two families,
single mums, of course, each with twins.
One family were highlanders, and the
other white-faced Dartmoor. They were
in temporary accommodation and in a
strange place.

In a strange place where they were
constantly looked at, even gawped and
peered at, as if they were themselves
something strange. At least it was warm
and sheltered, and food and water
readily available, and at night there was
security.

Then came the pigs. More caution now
for man and beast, because this was a
new thing. Slowly they inched forward,
sniffing every piece of straw, until
pressed into their pen, where they were
happy ever since. 

Next it was the calves’ turn. Stretching
their stiff travelling legs, and looking out
over the ramp. There is something
dainty, hesitant, about calves as they
step forward, their large searching eyes
looking to the left and right. But down
the ramp they came, and onto a bed of

straw. Another look round, a gulp of
water, and standing slim, and pretty,
silky black, and brown and white. A good
urban image.  They even treated us to a
skip or too.

Six week old calves, cosily nestling into
the straw, while the fire sirens blared
past, and the buses stopped, and
passers-by gawped, and took photo
after photo. 

The last of the Old Testament prophets
also saw calves skip. I expect he saw it
over and again, watching as the yard
gate was opened and the calves leaped
into the pasture.

He said that is the experience of faith, of
those who place their faith in Christ as
Saviour.

It is like a calf leaping for joy. It is a
release into a fresh world. It is a release
into an old world made fresh.  It is like
greeting the sun in the morning, rising to
begin a new day, 

“But for you who revere my name, the sun
of righteousness will arise with healing in
its wings. And you will go out and leap like
calves released from the stall.” 
Malachi 4.2. 

So we provided a unique, hands-on
educational experience each day for
Battersea schoolchildren who came with
open eyes and a sense of discovery.

There were 12 learning activities to help
bring alive something of farming and
food production to inner-city young
people, all put together in partnership
with the Shallowford Trust and
Providence House. 

The Deputy Mayor came with her gold
chain, and enthusiasm; the MP came
and got her photo opportunity on the
tractor. Three nurseries got a tour, and a
couple of after-school clubs; and a group

Continued on page 12
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Shallowford Trust

In the 1960s Elizabeth Braund MBE, a pioneering Christian youth worker, who
began an innovative Youth Club in Battersea (now known as Providence House),
founded the Shallowford Trust, in response to the needs of urban families and
disadvantaged children. She recognized that a sense of community and self-
worth could not be developed fully without experiencing wild places, developing
curiosity and imagination. In 1976 she purchased East Shallowford Farm,
Dartmoor providing this “lung for the city”.

The Shallowford Trust (charity registered in 2004) was fully funded by Elizabeth
until her death in 2013 when she left the farm, land and buildings to the Trust
with a £1m legacy to develop the facilities and ensure their long term viability –
(£750k remains due to spending on urgent farm works and a new visitor-
friendly farm building).  Each year, the farm hosts hundreds of residential
visitors from Battersea and also day visitors from local schools.

Planning permission for East Shallowford Farm Development Project is already
secured, to provide residential and all-weather learning facilities and the
fundraising journey for this project is just beginning. See a wonderful
promotional video at  http://shallowfordfarm.co.uk

of elderly, some with zimmer frames, sat
entranced watching the sheep and
calves. A refugee group came, and we
let a trickle of families and visitors in. 

A taxi driver stopped by, and said we
should do it again in the summer! A
school teacher and a school governor
visited and asked that their school be
allowed on another occasion. 

The maintenance man from the nearby
supermarket kept repeating, “this is b-----
good!” and gave me a hug and a kiss,
and the eyes and smiles of countless
passers-by told the story. 

Some, only a couple, were unhappy, and
felt it was not good for animal welfare,
and threatened to return to protest. But
the animals appeared quite content;
some, in fact, like the four young pigs,
might have been enjoying a break from
their strawed concrete cubicle at the
farm. 

Then after just one, very busy week, the
car-park was empty again. The animals
were back en route to Dartmoor’s rolling
hills, back to join the flock or herd,

dreaming perhaps of London streets.
The prophets' dreaming was bigger than
a one-off event. They were looking
beyond that to something more
restorative, more redemptive:

“This is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘I
will save My people from the land of the
East and the West. I will bring them back
to live (in the city) and they will be My
people, and I will be faithful and
righteous to them as their God’.”
Zechariah 8.7-8 

The longing is for restored connections.
People connecting together in
community. People connecting with the
living the world, the created world, the
God-given world. 

People connecting in God. In God
through His Son. In God, Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. 

And that is the heart of the matter.

Robert Musgrave

photo credit: Providence House
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Churches which sign up to
“EcoChurch” – the environmental
stewardship programme run by A

Rocha – are asked about how they
manage any land belonging to the
Church. For Mickleton Methodist Church
in the Stratford and Evesham Circuit, it
became a real challenge. When working
through A Rocha’s online questionnaire
to establish “how green we were” we
realised the prime “use” of the large lawn
behind the church seemed to be to keep
the contractor who mows it regularly, in
business!  What to do?

With a small congregation mostly in their
80s there was no immediate and
obvious answer. However, some of our
congregation had attended a
Birmingham Methodist District initiative –
the “Church Without Walls” workshop.
This challenges Churches to reshape
their current culture in ways that make
mission a priority and a reality, helping
them to grow as communities following
Jesus, whilst reaching out to the wider
world. Enter the “Three Bees”!

After approval by Church Council, a
project was drafted to develop the
unused lawn into a bee and butterfly-
friendly community wildlife garden.

Habitat destruction, pollution and
pesticides have all contributed to a
steady, and often serious decline in both
bees and butterflies. Spurred on by the
UN World Environment Day initiative to
“connect people with wildlife” we
decided to leaflet the village outlining the
project and, at the same time, reminding
them about the activities of the
Methodist Church – not least its
concerns about Fairtrade and the
environment. Recent rapid building
developments have added several
hundred new households to the village
so 1,000 leaflets were produced and
distributed throughout the village,
together with posters inviting community
involvement.

Slowly but surely the project moved
forward with generous support from the
Greggs Foundation and NatureSave,
together with in-kind donations of
wildflower meadow seeds from
Cotswolds Seeds in Moreton, and Kew
Gardens, along with insect-friendly 
plants from several members of the
community.

Now just over six months later the space
behind the church has been
transformed. The sloping banks have

The Three Bees – 
a vision becomes a reality 
Mark Boulton explains how even a small church can
make a big eco-difference

been planted with bluebells, primroses,
hellebores, lavender, buddleia,
honeysuckle and more. Picnic tables,
park benches and planters – all made
from 100% recycled Plaswood – have
been located and secured producing an
attractive and interesting venue for
villagers and visitors to enjoy. Areas of
turf have been removed and a cottage
style garden planted with two mini
wildflower meadow plots in the centre.
Memorial roses bloomed throughout the
summer, yet plenty of lawn remains for
Church and community events. 

Bees and butterflies, and human visitors
are already beginning to visit the site and
we expect to see more as the garden
grows and matures. This encouraged us
to make the garden both informative and
educational. A local trust funded some
large colourful display boards carrying
the illustrated messages: “What on Earth
are we doing?” and “Caring for the Earth
– for our children and our children’s
children” have been placed in a
prominent position and other posters
encouraging visitors to identify and learn
more about the bees, butterflies, other
insects and wildflowers are displayed on
the rear walls of the church and the
adjacent hall. 

We hope this spot will become a popular
feature in the village, helping people to
connect with nature in an increasingly
technical world. It provides a quiet place
to sit and read, enjoy a picnic lunch or to
learn more about the natural world. It will
also make a modest but significant
contribution to the conservation of bees
and butterflies.

Mark Boulton
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As good as a feast
Finding Joy in Enough at Christmas by Ruth Grayson

It's autumn again.  School is back.  The
shops are filling up with their winter
stock.  And even though the actual

day is still months away, most are
already displaying Christmas
decorations and ideas for gifts, too.   

Are you looking forward to Christmas?
Or do you dread it?  I have mixed
feelings.   While I look forward to the day
itself, I dislike the frantic few weeks
beforehand.  And it isn't just the
commercialisation of the season.  Too
many Churches tend to pack in extra
services, children's events and carol
singing as if there will be no tomorrow
after December 25th.    

Yet this is theological nonsense.
Christ's coming among us does not
begin with our Christmas shopping or
end after Church on Christmas Day.
Despite the meaning behind the event,
the day itself tends to be celebrated as
a gift exchange for everyone, focusing
on the Christmas tree rather than on the
crib.  It has become more of a shopping
bonanza than a religious festival.

Christmas, rightly, is associated with
generous giving.  It commemorates the
sacrificial gift by God to us of
unconditional love through His Son, a
gift to pass on to others in our turn. But
this should not mean mindless
spending, far less incurring massive
debts in the process.  Jesus came “To
bring good news to the poor” (Luke
4:18), not to make us poorer.  Not even
the most expensive world cruise can
compare with this priceless gift. 

But we have managed to translate it into
a very different kind of giving.
Especially in the last half century the
rise of the consumer society, the
growth of the retail sector, the spread of
cashless purchasing, and the availability
of easy credit, have all played a part.
We can buy now, pay later – and the
manufacturers, retailers and advertisers
exploit it to the full.

The six weeks or so before Christmas
alone account for roughly one-third of
total annual retail sales in this country.
Our total seasonal spending – not just
on gifts but on food, travel, parties,
entertainment and other items such as
cards and decorations – amounts to
billions of pounds every year.  The
overall sum has shown an inexorable

rise this century, despite the financial
crises and so-called austerity of recent
years.  It equates to roughly £800 per
household, or individual adult spending
in the order of £300 each.  Many people
will begin their shopping for Christmas
this year before they have finished
paying for the last one.  

Christmas is also a time of great
loneliness for many, often exacerbated
by the illusion that everyone else is
having a good time.  Personal debt
increases, and with it depression.  It is
also a stressful time for many families
and relationships. The two weeks
following Christmas are the busiest in
the entire year for lawyers specialising
in divorce cases.  
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All of which has nothing to do with the
meaning of Christmas!  Even though I
am sure that most Green Christian
readers are not big seasonal spenders,
I am also sure that we could do more
individually and collectively to get the
message across that Christmas is not
about spending money, and that we
might all enjoy it more if we approach it
differently. The CASCaid campaign
(www.christmasgiving.net) seeks to
raise awareness about this issue.

The Bible tells us to prepare for the
coming of Christ not by acquiring more,
but by sharing what we already have.  
In Luke 3:11, John the Baptist
admonishes his followers to prepare for
their coming encounter with the
Messiah by doing just that.  And in
Matthew 25:40, Jesus says exactly the
same thing to His disciples to anticipate
His return.  We should remember that
the original purpose of Advent was to
prepare for the second coming of
Christ, not for his birth. Our
preparations for both events should
actually be similar.

But this does not mean not having fun
and enjoying ourselves at Christmas.  It
begins with sharing our own joy, as the
shepherds did in Luke's account of the
nativity.  One way of doing this may be

Ruth Grayson is the author
of Reviving Advent,
Reclaiming Christmas,
Grove Books Ltd (2015).
Further ideas and
information may be found
through CASCaid at
www.christmasgiving.net.
Illustrations are ©
CASCaid.

to keep our churches open
and to celebrate together
more during the traditional
“12 Days of Christmas”,
inviting the local
community in.  And if this
means having fewer
events and services before
December 25th, so be it.
The Church could be a
place of calm and
tranquillity during Advent,
rather than reflecting the
external frenzy.  Like its
individual members, it
needs to be seen to be
countercultural, setting
trends rather than
following them. 

For ourselves, we can begin by taking
control of our own budgets, before even
beginning to spend any money in the
pre-Christmas season.  If we take John
the Baptist's advice literally, this could
mean setting aside a substantial
proportion of those budgets, and
donating at the outset the amount saved
to an appropriate charity or cause.  For
most of us, this will still leave “an ample
sufficiency” for our own enjoyment.

But while adults may understand this,
what about our children?  They too will

have a better time, if everyone is less
busy and less stressed.  And even in the
midst of the commercialism, we may
find inspiration.  Rudolph, that symbol of
consumerism, was used by Santa to
take presents to children who would not
otherwise have had them.  Children can
be challenged to think of ways that they
too can give gifts to the homeless or
destitute, and to have fun doing it.  They
often have a better sense of fairness
and justice than we do.  See “Rudolph to
the Rescue” at www.christmasgiving.net 

No, I'm not a killjoy!  I want everyone to
enjoy Christmas.  The Bible gives us

guidance on how to do it.  Sharing what
we already have is one way forward.
Reallocating our budgets to prioritise
charitable giving is another.  If we really
want to find Joy in Enough, Christmas is
a good time to begin.

photo credit: John Giles
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The Divine Economy: 
Ecology and the Orthodox Church

by Elizabeth Theokritoff

It was a picture-postcard Greek island scene as Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople disembarked on Spetses
this June greeted by the ringing of church bells and children

in traditional dress. Except, perhaps, for his 200 or so
companions – not only clergy and theologians from various
Churches and faiths, but also green activists and
environmental scientists, economists, businessmen,
academics and leaders in civil society. This remarkable array
of people united by environmental concern is typical of the
ship-borne environmental symposia which the “Green
Patriarch”, as he is often called, has been hosting since 1995.

Why would the senior hierarch of the Orthodox Church be
taking this leading role in promoting environmental awareness
on the world stage? For an answer, we need to go deep into

the theology, worship and spiritual life of the Orthodox
Church, with its potentially transformative vision of what
Creation is and where it is going. 

It is fundamental to Orthodox theology that Creation is
inseparable from salvation. The divine economy – God’s
dealings with His creatures – is a great arc stretching from the
Creation of the universe to the consummation of all things,
their transfiguration so that “God will be all in all”. The
Incarnation is not an emergency measure to remedy human
sin: in the words of St Maximus the Confessor (580-662),
probably the greatest theologian of Creation in the Christian
tradition, “it is the great mystery for the sake of which
everything was created. It is the movement in which God
assumes and thus saves material Creation;” and it is

Patriarch Bartholomew releases a rehabilitated kestrel on Spetses. Photo © Sean Hawkey
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precedented in the very act of Creation, in which the divine
Word  is “embodied” in the “words” or rational principles
inherent in every created thing. Given human sin, the coming
of Christ also restores the originally-intended relationship
between man and the Earth, as depicted in the paradise
narrative: the new Adam is the portal whereby God enters
matter, and the material world is the vehicle through which we
come to know God’s goodness. 

This vision of the divine economy establishes a point vital for
our ecological approach: the fundamental distinction is not
between “man and nature” or “matter and spirit”, but between
Creator and Creation. Creation is thus not something we “care
for” – it is what we are.  Everything that is not God is united
in the fragility of its origins out of nothing. But also in the glory
of its calling to be filled with God, for the separation from God
is a paradox:1 created things are other than God, but by the
very fact of existing they participate in something proper only
to Him who says “I AM”. Human “dominion” can be understood
only within this solidarity in createdness, as an aspect of the
interdependence of creatures who all ultimately look to God. 

The work of embodiment is continued by the Church, as the

Body of Christ, through the sacraments and blessings in
which matter becomes the bearer of God’s grace. This is
most obvious in the Eucharist, in which fruits of the Earth
shaped by human skill are offered up in thanksgiving, to be
returned to us again as God’s gift of Himself. Orthodox
theologians frequently point to the Eucharist as the paradigm
for all our use of the world.2 By seeing everything we do with
the world as a thank-offering, we are relating things to their
own Creator and recognising that nothing in the world is ours
by right. We use things always by God’s gracious gift: “Your
own of Your own we offer...” in the words of the Divine Liturgy. 

The use of matter most obvious to any visitor to an Orthodox
church is undoubtedly the icon.  The icon affirms in the most
concrete way that God has now entered into matter, and can
therefore be depicted in His incarnate form. And
correspondingly, it points to the iconic character of all
Creation. The making of a traditional icon involves the animal,
vegetable and mineral worlds, arranged so as to become
what they are meant to be: a revelation of their Creator,
through which we can venerate Him. And this opens our eyes,
so that we turn back to “ordinary” matter and see all round us
in the natural world the imprint of the same Face. Thus one of

photo credit: pixabay
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Elizabeth Theokritoff is a research associate of
the Institute for Orthodox Christian Studies,
Cambridge. She is the author of Living in God’s
Creation: Orthodox Perspectives on Ecology (St
Vladimir’s Seminary Press, 2009) as well as
numerous articles.

References:
1. See further Louth, Introducing Eastern Orthodox Theology (SPCK, 2013)
2. e.g. Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Proprietors or Priests of Creation? see

http://www.orthodoxytoday.org/articles2/MetJohnCreation.php
3. Archimandrite Aimilianos of Simonopetra, in Golitzin, The Living Witness of the

Holy Mountain (St Tikhon’s Press, 1996; translation SPCK, 2013)

the most venerated of contemporary Elders, St Paisios of
Mount Athos (d. 1994), could pick a blade of grass and
compare it to an icon, full of divine grace. 

In his sensitivity to the sanctification of the Earth and
friendship with its creatures, Elder Paisios fits into a pattern
repeated over and over again, from the first Christian
centuries to today and from the deserts of Egypt and
Palestine to the islands of Alaska. St Francis of Assisi, often
depicted as a shining exception in Christian history, falls
squarely within this tradition. So do many of the early British
saints, widely venerated by Orthodox Christians in this
country. Otters warming the feet of St Cuthbert or St Columba
calming the weather by his prayers are often treated today as
quaint legends on a par with tales of pixies and mermaids. For
the Orthodox Christian, however, such stories exemplify a
restoration of the proper order of nature round the human who
has restored the divine image in him or herself. 

The path to restoring the divine image in ourselves in the
Orthodox tradition is an ascetic way; and not coincidentally,
asceticism equally lies at the heart of the Orthodox ecological
approach. Asceticism in some form is for everyone. Its most
obvious manifestation is the ancient Christian discipline of
fasting, according to which observant Orthodox Christians
abstain from meat and animal products for about half the days
of the year. The direct environmental impact of such a
practice is obvious, but that is not the main point. The effect
of fasting, and other ascetic practices designed to free us
from slavery to our appetites, is to create a reverent distance

between ourselves and material things, so that we re-discover
them in their relation to their Creator. 

This transformed vision is not attained only by a few
outstanding saints. It is frequently visible in monastic
communities in the way they structure everyday life, so that
the most ordinary uses of the world become a way to  “make
nature already now a partaker of the glory of the children of
God, and allow it to sing praises with them”.3 Small wonder
then, that in many Orthodox monasteries today this traditional
model of “transfigured life” is blended seamlessly with new
ecological practices and farming methods or other
environmental initiatives. Monastic life has historically been
the main source of Orthodox spiritual renewal, so the
monastic example offers the greatest hope for an Orthodox
ecological awareness that is not perceived as a “current
issue”, but as an organic expression of theology and Church
life.

An ecological monastery amidst the forest: St John the Baptist, Anatoli, near Larisa in central Greece.
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Footprints and Letters
Isobel Murdoch shares the latest news from local Green Christian groups

Afootprint leaves its mark. Sinking
heavily into a muddy path or wet
sand, or scarcely perceptible on

dry, dusty earth. Do I walk heavily or
lightly? Footprints have consequences.
And when Paul writes “...you are a letter
of Christ...written not with ink but with
the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets
of stone but on tablets of human hearts”
(2 Corinthians 3 verse 3) his words
mirror this. Words written in ink may
have diverse impacts, but Paul calls us
to have a still deeper impact.

One specific way for green Christians to
walk more lightly is to become an

EcoChurch. Wychling in Kent gained
their silver EcoChurch award recently,
the first Church in the Diocese of
Canterbury to do so. They are now
working towards the gold award, which
has an extra emphasis on campaigning
and outreach. The benefice's GC group
plans to set up a dispersed community,

the Community of St Margaret, and there
will soon be a two-day camping event to
allow members to immerse themselves
in God's Creation and spend time in
prayer. Leighton Buzzard GC is also
working on EcoChurch, at All Saints'
Church.

Carbon footprint may tend to be the
commoner measurement, but ecological
footprint has a wider scope. Different
ways of calculating ecological footprints
exist: they cover the productive land and
sea area needed to feed us, to supply
our energy use and material or resource

photo credit: pixabay

Continued on page 20

{Carbon footprint
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Clun's GC group held another of their
annual Green Weekends in June. On the
theme Small is Beautiful, there was a
walk to some hay meadows on Saturday,
followed the next day by an ecumenical
service exploring the world of insects.
Children wore papier maché masks to
play the parts of ladybirds, a violet
garden beetle, a dung beetle and a
burying beetle, answering questions in an
interview sketch; insects’ impact on any
ecosystem may be easily forgotten but
weakened only at our peril. Once again,
the group helped the community by litter
picking following the Green Man
procession, a local tradition which draws
large crowds.

Clifton in Bedfordshire still manage parts
of their churchyard for wildlife. Across
the county border, the Milton Keynes
group still meets every two months, but
now in a more informal way, without
organizing events. And Cheltenham GC
will help with GC's On The Road event in
Bristol this autumn.

This spring Green Christian members in
Reading attended an event held by
Christian Concern for One World, where
they spoke about their experiences of
EcoChurch. The audience then heard the
coordinator of the Anglican Communion
Environmental Network talk about caring
for the Earth and ecological decline with
specific reference to South Africa, whose
Anglican Church she represents.

The group contact for Shrewsbury's
Ecumenical Green Group (EGG), Howard
Hutchings, very sadly passed away
earlier this year. Warm, enthusiastic and
deeply committed to the green Christian
cause, he joined the 2015 COP21
Pilgrimage 2 Paris, promoted the
Rubbish Diet locally and further afield,
worked with the town's food hub to
redistribute food waste and organised
different events and church conservation
days over recent years. Howard held
talks on themes from fossil fuel
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use, and to absorb our wastes. 

One particular impact, on the world's
seas and oceans, was the theme of this
year's third Faith and Environment
conference in Lincoln, which I attended.
Entitled Climate and Coast, the
conference took place in May at St Giles
Church, which has a community garden,
and was organized by GC's local
contacts in Lincoln. There were keynote
talks by geographer Professor Edward
Hanna, by John Beardmore of Operation
Noah, by theologian Les Batty and by the
Environment Agency's Alison Baptiste.
Alongside other sessions later in the day,
they explored questions like the impact
of warmer poles and different responses
to coastal erosion and higher sea levels
here in the UK and across the world.
There was also the opportunity to hear
about recent sea surges on the North
Sea coast, which have altered
ecosystems. One particularly positive
talk described the activities of the Wildlife
Trust's WATCH members, planting
marram grass on the dunes, inspiring
children to connect with nature. During
the closing session we were asked to
reflect on some set questions looking
back over the day, provoking lively
discussions.

Also in May, the St Ives (Cambridgeshire)
group marked Christian Aid Week with a
quiz evening, during which LOAF*
refreshments were served. Their next
event is a boat ride along the River Great
Ouse, which flows through the town in its
middle reaches and on across fenland to
the Wash. The near silence of the electric
boats may allow sightings of some of the
Great Ouse's wildlife, from coots to
kingfishers. The group will then return to
the Free United Reformed Church for an
eco-service, which is held there through
the year. A recent service took the theme
of recycling, and local authority lists of
recyclable items were distributed with
the service sheets to build awareness.

divestment to low carbon Churches and
Creation in the Bible and contributed to
an initiative exploring energy reduction at
a community level. He will be truly
missed.

Maybe St Paul is calling us to remember
that the impact we have on others and on
the world is direct, real and lasting.
Others echo this: “All we know is that
what we are and do in this life is heavy
with consequences” wrote Father
Dominic Milroy1.  So who and what am I?
What letter am I writing? What mark do
my footprints leave?

Isobel Murdoch
Isobel.murdoch@greenchristian.org.uk
01790 763603

References:
1. article in Bible in Transmission, Winter 2008

* Green Christian’s new revised Use your LOAF leaflet
is available from resources@greenchristian.org.uk
You can see a web version on our website at
greenchristian.org.uk/resources/leaflets/
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“Bishops were increasingly committed
to making financial decisions in line with
our moral values.  Divestment is an
important way for the Church to show
leadership in the context of a changing
climate. Praise be to all those who
serve “the least of these” by protecting
the environment."

The Archbishop of Luxembourg, Jean-
Claude Hollerich

In April
The Global Catholic Climate Movement
coordinated the announcements by
Caritas Internationalis, three leading
Catholic banks, several dioceses and an
international coalition of Catholic
institutions, pledging to drop
investments in energy that drives
climate change.

In May 
The Church of Ireland voted to exclude
fully investments in companies with a
turnover of greater than 10 per cent
from fossil fuel production, by 2022.

In June 
Norway’s opposition and governing
parties reached agreement that
Norway’s sovereign wealth fund should
withdraw investments from companies
whose business relies more than 30 per
cent on coal, measured either by
revenue from fossil fuel or by the
percentage of power they generate
from it.

In June
The annual Methodist Conference voted
for “the principle of withdrawing
investments from fossil fuel companies
whose plans are at odds with the Paris
Agreement on climate change.”
By 127 to 118 votes a Notice of Motion
was supported which requested the

Church’s Joint Advisory Committee on
the Ethics of Investment (JACEI) to
report on the issue to the Conference
next year.

This would mean that “if any fossil fuel
company in which the Church invests
has not aligned their business
investment plans with the Paris
Agreement target of a global
temperature rise well below 2 degrees,
there would be a recommendation that
the Church disinvest from such a
company by the 2020 Conference”.

In July 
The Dàil, Ireland’s lower house of
parliament, passed the Fossil Fuel
Divestment Bill to make Ireland the first
country in the world to divest from
fossil fuels.  The bill requires Ireland’s
sovereign wealth fund to sell off its
holdings in fossil fuel companies “as
soon as is practicable”.

In July
The Church of England’s governing
body, General Synod, voted almost
unanimously to divest by 2023 from oil
and gas companies not on track to
meet the 2°C Paris Climate Agreement
target.

An amendment to strengthen the
original motion of the CofE’s National
Investing Bodies was tabled by Canon
Giles Goddard of the Church of
England’s Environmental Working Group.
The amendment was passed to give the
divestment process a deadline and add
alignment with the Paris Agreement as
a condition.

Engagement and/or Divestment?
The Church of England has argued for a
strategy of engagement and influence
from within.  At the AGM of Shell in May

a resolution was put forward by Church-
based investors calling for the setting
of clear carbon emission reductions
along Paris lines. The motion was
opposed by the management and
received only 5.5 per cent of the votes.

Good News for Fund Managers
There is reassuring research for
investment fund managers under
pressure to divest from fossil fuels from
Jeremy Grantham, Co-Founder,
Grantham Foundation for the Protection
of the Environment.

“Investors with long-term horizons
should avoid oil and chemical stocks on
investment grounds. They face a
sustained headwind. In contrast,
investing in companies that benefit from
decarbonising the economy, although
they come with no guarantee of
success, do offer a sustained tailwind;
their top-line revenues will certainly be
growing faster than the rest of the
economy. Ethical arguments for
divestments are simply not necessary.
They are a pure bonus.”

New resources for Green Christians
In order to help us to respond to this
enormous and daunting challenge
placed before us by Pope Francis in
Laudato Si’, Catholic Faith Exploration is
producing a new, free programme.

Global Healing will be available either as
a free download from the website or as
a DVD purchase. The programme is
setting out various ways in which we as
individuals, and within our families and
communities, may take practical
measures, in a spirit of prayer, to
reverse the damage we are doing to
our planet.

Find out more at
ourcommonhome.co.uk

Looking forward to Lent 2019?
For 2019 Green Christian is promoting
two different Study Guides for Lent
courses:

Tenants of the King is a new Bible-
based, Jesus-centred resource from

Continued on page 22
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Operation Noah. This four-part study
series is designed to help you and your
Church consider what the Bible has to
say about today’s climate crisis.

Through interactive group sessions,
video interviews with leading Christian
thinkers and insightful Bible
commentary, this resource will help you
and your Church to reflect on the
challenges of a changing climate, and
how Christians can respond with hope
to one of today’s greatest challenges.  

More information from
admin@operationnoah.org.

An ecumenical group of women in Kings
Heath Birmingham produced a study
guide entitled Our Common Home:
Caring for God’s Creation, used by local
groups during Lent 2018.  Now
adapted for general use, Green
Christian will be promoting Our
Common Home: Caring for God's
Creation for use by our members for
Lent 2019.

GC On The Road in Cambridge (or
should that be On The Rails!)
Green Christian ran its first On The
Road Together event in London in
February, and it was a great success.
Taking it to the provinces? Cambridge
was our first attempt, and on 2nd June
in a church 10 minutes’ walk from the
railway station, some 30 people
gathered from all over East Anglia. Most
were existing Green Christian members,
but there were several others who had
seen the publicity.

The programme introduced the life and
work of Green Christian and highlighted
the Joy in Enough initiative. Plenty of
inter-action and discussion, with shared
refreshments and a lunch. 

Because of the interest shown, we hope
to start a new Local Group; if you are
interested in joining such a group,
please contact Howard Gardner at
HowardGardner@GreenChristian.org.uk 

On the back page are details of all our 
2018 On The Road Together events. We
plan to do something similar in 2019.

Radical
Prayers 
on Peace, Love
and Nonviolence

By John Dear
November 2017
Pace e Bene
Press
ISBN: 978-
0997833713  
148 pages
Price approximately 12.99 (paperback) 

“There are many ways to pray”, writes
John Dear in an introduction to his 50
prayers on peace, love and non-
violence, “probably as many ways as
there are people”.  So you may not find
his way the same as yours. Each of his
prayers is quite long, a page or two,
direct and personal, usually beginning
“Dear God”.  The collection is grouped
in 12 parts, starting with praise and
adoration and ending with prayers for
“humanity’s conversion to total
nonviolence”.

How to use this book? I tried one on
my own, “Dear God, help me to start
living today as if I were already in
heaven”. But I immediately stumbled
over wondering what heaven might
mean. So I turned the pages and read,
“Dear God, You could wipe us out in
the blink of an eye if You wanted to …”
and that was even more problematic.
Yet, strangely, what makes these
prayers provocative and largely
unusable for me personally enables
them to be quite effective in public
worship. I have taken to reading them
at traditional Sunday BCP Evensong.
Read slowly and meditatively they
sound startling and arresting after the
beauty of Elizabethan liturgy. It certainly
challenged any complacency about now
being an Eco Church when we prayed,
“to be a new grass-roots movement to
protect Creation and create a new
culture of nonviolence for Mother
Earth”.

The book is published by Pace e Bene,
“peace and all good” in Italian, the
greeting St Francis and St Clare had
for each other. Founded in 1959 by the
Franciscan Friars of California, Pace e
Bene Nonviolence Service is described
as independent and nondenominational.
With offices and associates  around the

world, its vision is “to foster a just and
peaceful world through nonviolence
education, community-building, and
action”.

John Dear is a priest (although
dismissed from the Jesuits in 2014 as
a thorn in the side of the
conservatives, in 2017 he helped draft
Pope Francis’ World Day of Peace
message), an activist (he tells us that in
his work for peace he can now count
up eighty arrests), and an author of
some thirty books.

Actually what I found most helpful was
his introduction in which he says that
the pursuit of nonviolence requires
prayer: “If you are nonviolent you need
God…If you are violent, you don’t need
God. You have your guns, weapons and
money to rely on”.  So perhaps the
greatest value of this book is not so
much to be a manual of prayers as to
inspire us to live more prayerfully with
the God who is unconditional and total
love.

“As we go forward in our work for
peace and nonviolence, we lean on
God, dwell in God’s peace, and trust
God, come what may. We can do this
because we have spent our lives one
day at a time sitting with God, getting
to know God, letting God love us, and
living out God’s Spirit of peace and
love.”

Andrew Norman

ReWild: 
The Art of
Returning to
Nature

By Nick Baker
June 2017
Aurum Press
ISBN  978-
1781316559
304 pages
RRP £16.99
(hardback)

Nick Baker, an expert naturalist and TV
presenter, inspires us to reconnect with
nature and so rediscover the inner
being (beast) in all of us. 

He takes us on a step by step journey,
using our five main senses (sight,
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taste, smell, hearing and touch)
including the sixth sense of intuition, to
commune and be at one with nature.
Nick goes further by suggesting we
should harness other senses, such as
stimulus modalities including vibration,
temperature, pain, balance and other
stimuli in order to be fully in tune with
nature.

In practising the art of rewilding, we
learn some important lessons and
facts:
 As human beings, conditioned to

living in a mainly urbanised and
industrialised society geared to
material and monitory values, we
have tended to lose our
connectedness with and
interdependence on the
biodiversity of flora and fauna,
habitat and species.

 The ecological balance and chain
that connects all life is breaking
down. More than one in 10 of
the UK’s wildlife species is
threatened with extinction and the
numbers of the nation’s most
endangered creatures have
plummeted by two-thirds since
1970, according to UK State of
Nature 2016 Report. Meanwhile
worldwide a WWF report states
that the Earth has lost half of its
wildlife in the last 40 years due to
exploitation, habitat loss, pollution
and climate change. 10,000
species are becoming extinct each
year.  There can be no doubt that
we are in the midst of a very
serious biodiversity crisis.

 In order for biodiversity to survive
and thrive, it cannot be confined to
isolated pockets, such as National
Parks and nature reserves. We
have to create ecological corridors
to connect these green spaces.

 We learn as sentient beings that
we belong to the Earth; it does not
belong to us to do with what we
like, to dominate and exploit.
Nothing lives in isolation; we are
all connected; and our life on Earth
depends on this interlinked
biodiversity.

 By experiencing the art of
rewilding, we benefit as human
beings. We find wholeness and
wellbeing or as Nick puts it:
“Wherever I find nature I find my
salvation”. There is ample
evidence of how healing our

communion with nature can be,
ranging from horticultural to pet
therapy, particularly in relation to
our mental health. There is a
diagnosis of “Nature Deficit
Disorder” caused by lack of green
space. This shows how our being
is an integral part of Creation.
Natural England in its Review of
nature based interventions for
mental health care (2016)
recognises the importance of this
approach in combating the
stresses and strains of modern
life.

From a Christian viewpoint, while the
author does not use Creation theology
language, such as the sacredness of
Creation as a manifestation of God’s
presence in the world, this book has a
spiritual dimension, a feeling of
reverence, which calls us to care
passionately for nature. For me,
reading it is like the Psalmist’s words:
“Be still, and know that I am God” –
seeing and listening to God in
Creation.”

David Penney (Rev)

They Will
Inherit the
Earth: 
Peace and
Nonviolence in
a Time of
Climate
Change

By John Dear
March 2018
Orbis Books
ISBN: 978-1626982642
176 pages
RRP £16.99 (paperback) 

John Dear, a US Catholic priest who
campaigned for more than three
decades against nuclear weapons, war
and the American support of
dictatorships in Latin America, is now
completely dedicated to promoting the
nonviolence of Jesus (“Offer no
violence to one who does evil”; “put
down your sword”). His base is in the
New Mexican desert, with the Los
Alamos nuclear weapons production
and testing site sufficiently near his

home to be a constant reminder of
where the nonviolence of Jesus does
not yet hold sway.

This wild area gives him a daily
experience of his connectedness to
other-than-human life and a dependence
upon what the Earth provides. It keeps
him in close touch with the extremes of
weather associated with climate
breakdown. His book links concerns
about the violence being inflicted upon
the Earth and its poorest peoples to a
firm belief that the primary way forward
for Christians is to follow Jesus’ way of
peace and nonviolence. This is not
theoretical for John Dear who has been
imprisoned many times for civil
disobedience.

Three chapters describe the
commitment of indigenous peoples who
care for the Earth, and he focuses
particularly upon some extraordinary
women. One of them is Berta Caceres
of the Honduran Lenca people who co-
founded a national council of
indigenous organisations. By 2014 an
average of two environmental activists
a week were being assassinated there.
She responded to death threats by
saying ‘’They fear us because we are
fearless.’’ Receiving the prestigious
environmental Goldman Prize, she
explained how ‘’giving our lives …. for
the protection of the rivers is giving our
lives for the wellbeing of humanity and
of this planet.’’ She concluded ‘’Let us
wake up, humankind! We must shake
our conscience free from the rapacious
capitalism, racism, and patriarchy
which will only assure our own self-
destruction.’’ She was assassinated in
2016.

The chapter “The call of Pope Francis”
is as much about peace-making as
about care of the Earth, the poor, and
future generations. It begins with a
statement called “An Appeal to the
Catholic Church to Re-Commit to the
Centrality of Gospel Nonviolence”, the
outcome of a conference arranged by
the Vatican Pontifical Council for
Justice and Peace in 2016. It was
followed a year later by the Pope’s
“Nonviolence – A Style of Politics for
Peace”, in which his concluding words
were “I pledge the assistance of the
Church in every effort to build peace

Continued on page 24
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Just Food?’ 
Food and
Farming for a
Sustainable
Future

Edited by
Barbara Butler
Spring 2018
Christians Aware
ISBN 978 0 9955 5428 6 0
229 pages
RRP £12 + £4 p&p from Christians
Aware, 2 Saxby St, Leicester
LE2 0ND. christiansaware.co.uk

Food and farming, like those they
serve, never walk alone. The response

to the title’s general question is inherent
and satisfying: “Food and farming for a
sustainable future”. Their reverse, non-
sustainable food and farming, threaten
life on Earth and even contribute to a
reign of death.

This book points towards food security
and justice. As Editor Barbara Butler
writes, “Despair is not helpful”. She
suggests we can do a lot (as indeed we
can and often do). Food and nutrition
security are vital for the future of the
world.

A principal contribution we make is
theinclusion of God in farming and food
production. Our faith testifies,
imaginatively, that farming began in a
garden, under God, that our central act
of worship is a meal, and that God in
the human Jesus became one of us and
died for us to redeem us. This is our
God whom we worship and follow. 

We are within God’s soil community,
entrusted to us for sustainable
production and use. We encourage soil
love. We are a loving, created
community. All sustainable farming,
traditional or modern, recognises that
we are a created community. We serve
God by serving the soil, including its
sustainable use for our food, and even
with some improvements in human
technology. We can contribute compost
using food waste (or remnants) as a
principal example of soil love under
God. Even disused food plants or food
can serve as compost. I even include
here what the late organic gardener
Lawrence Hills called Chairman Mao’s
cocktail – the use of human urine can
nourish the growing soil community. 

All of us, including our children, can
support and learn from the soil wisdom
of the Soil Association, through its
contemporary members, and from
some wise ancestors such as John
Muir, F W Schumacher, John Seymour
and Eve Balfour. Soil health is damaged
through human-generated air, soil and
water pollution and compaction. With
the Soil Association and similar groups
including the Sierra Club, Green
Christian and others, we can maintain
and improve soil fertility and structure
through increasing food resilience,
careful cultivation and use of green
manures, and well rotted compost,
including animal manures.

Feast or
Famine? 
How the Gospel
Challenges
Austerity – an
Ekklesia Lent
Course for
Groups and
Individuals 

Edited by 
Simon Barrow
November 2017
Darton, Longman & Todd
ISBN 978- 0 232 53261 6 
128 pages
RRP £6.99 (paperback)

This small and interesting book is a five
week Lent course for left wing
Christians. All the sections begin with a
Bible passage, followed by a
considered contemporary reflection on
the passage and the current political
situation and concluding with a short
comment.

The chapters are entitled “Spending or
Saving?”, “Hunger or Satisfaction?”,
“Health or Wealth?”, “Security or
Insecurity?” and “Cutting or Investing?”.
There is also a useful introduction
entitled “Moving Beyond Austerity: A
Christian Challenge”. This is followed
by a “Course Guidance and Structure”.
The book is well organised to generate
extensive discussion and appropriate
prayers are also included.

To quote “[T]here is hope...we are left
with the task of resisting, redirecting

and resetting an austerity mindset,
ideology and policy that is pointing in
the wrong direction” (p. 27).

The authors present a biblical basis for
modern “Keynsian economics” in an
austerity (cutting!) economy which is
hurting the poor.  Here the reader will
find scriptural arguments for
contemporary political choices and
hope in the resistance to an anti-
austerity mindset. This book gives its
students a vision of what society could
be and a model of economics from a
Christian viewpoint.  It is a
“Reimagining”, as Archbishop Welby
writes in his new book*, a new society
built around caring for each other.  In
this there is hope.

I commend this booklet to those
Christians who next Lent want to try
something different and challenging.
For this could be it, a challenge and a
vision for our ministry, faith and
politics.  Here practice, politics and
prayer are combined to present a new
order based on the parables, especially
the Good Samaritan, the Gospel
depictions of selfish materialism and
the miracle of those lepers who are
cured. It constitutes a biblical and
political exegesis for our modern age
of austerity and an inspirational lesson
for those who wish to make a better
world and seek to love their neighbour -
practically

* Welby, Justin Reimagining Britain
(2018)

John Smith

through active and creative
nonviolence. Every such response…
helps to build a world free of violence,
the first step towards justice and
peace”.

This book raises topics which in my
experience are rarely discussed, let
alone practiced, by British Christians.
Why is civil disobedience so much a
part of Christian life in the poorer
countries and so scarce a part here?
When I read about people like Berta
Caceres, I wonder what fears stop us
taking similar actions?

Phil Kingston

continued from page 23



Mere Science
and Christian
Faith
By Greg Cootsona
March 2018
Inter-Varsity Press
ISBN 978-0-
8308-3814-1
(print)
ISBN 978-0-8308-8741-5 (digital)
192 pages
RRP £14.99 (paperback)

The interface between Christian faith
and science is multifaceted, not least
because of the various facets of its
constituent parts. In this book the
author offers us an exploration which is
targeted at a constituency he refers to
as “emerging adults”, who are basically
young people in their late teens and
twenties. In terms of Church
attendance, anyone who has worked in
a local Church will recognise this as the
age-band that is frequently lost to the
secular world. The transition from a
nurtured home and community
environment to a wider world where
some of life’s biggest questions have
to be faced can lead to searches for
answers not from parents or pastors,
but from intellectual or internet
sources. One such question relates to
the environment, where a biblically-
based belief in, for example, the act of
Creation comes up against hypotheses
such as evolution. Cootsona offers
insights which are rooted in his
experience of working with young
people as a teacher and pastor and he
challenges himself to “inspire more
ministry leaders to point emerging
adults towards studying nature as an
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Grasslands in general, especially mixed
with clover and livestock, nourish soil.
Green manures with different root
systems are especially useful. The
Agroforestry Research Trust promotes
food-producing trees as especially
welcome, not only for their nurture of
the soil, but for their concomitant food
production. Bacteria and other “fringe”
soil members are also encouraged for
the work they do. Small predators
nourish themselves on other nutrients
and organic matter which in turn they
pass on. I now appreciate, even more
than when I was a boy maturing in
Michigan, that trees are, along with my
dog Clare of Assisi, “man’s best friend”.
We may summarise the wide-ranging
wisdom throughout this book by noting
that, as soil creatures, we secure a
sustainable future for our agriculture
and food and life with God on Earth.

Dr Edward P. Echlin

Nothing More
and Nothing
Less: 
A Lent course
based on the
film 
I, Daniel Blake

By Virginia Moffatt
November 2017
Darton, Longman & Todd
ISBN 978-0232533446, 
128 pages
RRP £6.99 (paperback)

Virginia Moffatt’s new, lively and
accessible book explores current
social challenges in the light of Lenten
practice through engagement with one
of today’s most popular and
controversial films.

The award-winning film I, Daniel Blake
follows its protagonist through his
heart attack and subsequent denials
of employment or support allowance.
Interwoven throughout is the story of
his friend Katie, a single mother driven
to food banks and prostitution, who
delivers a final judgement at Daniel’s
funeral. In the film, Katie reads out
Daniel’s own words; despite his cruel

travails he is “nothing more and
nothing less” than a citizen like every
other. The film is a stout defence of
the dignity and equality of all humans,
and a strong indictment of the
injustice of inhumane benefit cuts.
Opening with a message of support
from the screenwriter of I Daniel
Blake, the course sets out firstly to
awaken sympathy, solidarity and
active support for the practical
building of God’s Kingdom, manifested
here as greater social justice in
Austerity Britain. Secondly, the course
evokes parallels between Christ’s
journey to Golgotha and Daniel Blake’s
to the DWP office in which he
eventually dies.

Each of the five preparatory weeks of
Lent takes as its theme an aspect of
the film that coincides with Christians’
journey to Holy Week. It starts with
“Systems of Oppression” and the
vision of God’s Kingdom found in the
Beatitudes. The following section
“Staying Human” dwells on Katie’s and
Daniel’s friendship and love’s power to
keep us afloat when we’re drowning.
“Compassion in the Darkness’”
suggests strongly that choosing not to
become a Good Samaritan is
tantamount to complicity in the
original crime. “Fighting Back or
Giving In?” illustrates Jesus’ call to
non-violent resistance with some
contemporary examples. Finally, “The
Suffering Servant” reiterates the
enduring mystery of Why Bad Things
Happen To Good People, and it closes
with a prayer for God’s comfort and
strength in times of need. 

Moffatt is a former CEO of think-tank
Ekklesia, so it’s not altogether
surprising that her Lent course should
advocate transformative theological
ideas and solutions. What was
surprising to me, however, is that so
much background is taken for
granted: I could think at once of a
dozen local parishioners who earnestly
believe themselves to be ‘apolitical’
and whose eyes would glaze over at
the first mention of East Timor. There
is little here to convince those who are
not already convinced. Having said
that, the course provides a useful tool
for non-specialists to structure
conversations about faith, hope, truth
and justice with sensitivity and
purpose. 

And there is the rub. With so much
content shoehorned into a five-week
course, it may be hard to avoid a
merely superficial outcome. However,
especially as the chapters zig-zag
though the Old and New Testaments in
a fairly random manner, readers may
prefer to ignore the author’s
imposition of a “Lent” structure and
allow the course to unfold at a longer,
slower pace. 

Dr Hellen Giblin-Jowett FRSA
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continued from page 25 Out of the
Wreckage: 
A New Politics
for an Age of
Crisis

By George
Monbiot
September 2017
Verso
ISBN: 9781786632883 (paperback)
224 pages
RRP 9.99 (paperback) 

I always look forward to reading a new
book by George Monbiot, usually for its
clarity, passion and vision.  Out of the
Wreckage did not disappoint in any of
these criteria. The introductory chapter
explores the idea of the story and its
power in our collective lives.  Christians
will be all too aware of the symbolism
of story through those encountered in
the Bible and through the parables of
Jesus.  Monbiot argues that we need a
new story to meet the multiple
challenges – social, economic and
political – that confront us today, as
“the only thing that can displace a story
is a story”.  He proceeds to explore the
main political stories of the 20th
century: social democracy and
neoliberalism.  The former was in the
ascendancy until the 1970s when
neoliberalism as the predominant
political philosophy began to gain
ground. 

Monbiot then outlines the major
differences between intrinsic values
such as empathy, openness, equality
and a desire to help others, with a
sensitivity to the human and natural
world, and extrinsic values based on
power, wealth and individualism, with
little interest in cooperation and
community.  Neoliberalism has
exploited extrinsic values at the
expense of intrinsic ones, which has
resulted in the breakdown of what we
hold in common, and the destruction of
the natural world.  Monbiot points out
that, contrary to a general pessimistic
belief about human nature, we are
basically altruistic and cooperative, yet
our political system nurtures
competitiveness and individualism, with
the resultant destruction of community
and an outcome of loneliness and
alienation.  From this arises distrust
and hatred of the other, shown in the

Legacy
Leaving a legacy gift to Green
Christian will help ensure the work
we do lives on. When writing or
amending your Will you need to
make a note of our official name
(which is still CEL), our registered
address and our charity number:
Christian Ecology Link, 
76 Old Eign Hill, Tupsley, 
Hereford HR1 1UA. 

Charity No. 328744.

emergence of extremism and
terrorism. 

The first half of the book is devoted to
detailing how we have got into our
present situation and the effects that
this has had on society.  The second
half then proposes a vision of how we
can extricate ourselves from the
destructive model that has been
created. This, he argues, is achieved by
drawing on our common humanity and
developing a radical and inclusive
politics that works for the many, not
just the few.  He also proposes an
economic system wedded to human
flourishing and well-being, rather than
endless growth.  In short, the renewal
of community and social and
environmental justice. Although Monbiot
points out the many failures of the
present system, this is in no way a
pessimistic tome.  Rather it is one of
hope and a vision that we are all called
to be involved in.  The book can be
summarised by its concluding
statement: “When we emerge from the
age of loneliness and alienation, from
an obsession with competition and
extreme individualism, from the worship
of image and celebrity, we will find a
person waiting for us.  It is a person
better than we might have imagined,
whose real character has been
suppressed.  It is the one who lives
inside us, who has been there all
along”.

I highly commend this book and hope
that many in Green Christian will
respond to its message and carry it
forward, both individually and
collectively. 

Linda Wickham

act of worship”. He says that science
and faith, far from being in direct
contradiction of each other, can be
“mutually enriching and complementary
once their proper domains are
understood”.

What the author offers is based on a
variety of teaching media targeting his
selected age-group, and his case
studies include an offering from an
undergraduate student. Cootsana
tracks his target group through their
experiences of Churches unable to help
them deal with the big questions posed
by science. The journey continues into
cognitive science and reasons not to
believe in the Christian viewpoint on
life, then tackles the question of
primacy of scripture and biblical
fallibility. As faith and science begin to
be seen as enriching our understanding
of our relationship with God through
Creation, Cootsana uses the vehicles of
the biblical creation narrative, Intelligent
Design, and society’s modern
infatuation with technology. The issues
of climate change and sexuality are
used as examples of convergence
between Christianity and science
before the author proposes ways of
“Moving Forward”.  Further reading and
Notes are provided to encourage the
reader onwards in their journey.

Cootsana has structured the book in a
logical manner but despite the target
audience and the fact that many of the
issues are very much in the public eye,
I found it difficult to engage with the
author. Indeed, I found his style
somewhat heavy and rather dull.
However, others may find this to be an
engaging and helpful contribution to the
science and faith debate, and may also
find a measure of support in dealing
with the assaults upon faith inflicted by
those who have misguided views of the
nature of science, and the science of
nature.

Rev Dr John Harrison
Diocesan Environment Adviser

Anglican Diocese of 
Newcastle upon Tyne
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Where the wood is dry
Where no green things lie
Where the wild things fly

There am I

Where the stream is still
Where the wind is shrill
Where the ice forms chill

There am I

Where the ground is hard
Where the earth is scarred
Where the path is barred

There am I

Where no leaf is seen
Where the year is lean
Where the grief is keen

There am I

Where the blood runs slow
Where no waters flow
Where the hope is low

There am I

Where the dark is strong
Where the night is long
Through the winter’s song

There am I

By Nicola Slee

© Nicola Slee, from Praying like a Woman, SPCK 2004, with permission

Winter 

photo credit: pixabay
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Cambridge
Saturday 2nd June 2018, 11am to 4.30pm

St Barnabas Church, Mill Road, Cambridge CB1 2BD
(10 to 15 minutes’ walk from Cambridge Railway Station). Limited parking

Finding our Path and Walking Gently Together

Green Christian 
‘On the Road’ 

in 2018

Including sessions on:
• The Green Christian Way of Life provides a framework of four disciplines – Prayer, Living Gently on

the Earth, Public Witness and Encouragement – by means of a dispersed Community of Companions. It
has been described as the “spiritual heartbeat” of Green Christian. Come and discover new resources
and share our experiences of using the disciplines as an aid to our ongoing spiritual journeys. 

• Joy in Enough presents a vision for a society dedicated to human flourishing and the common good
rather than the constant pursuit of more.  Recognising the value and limits of the natural world, we aim
to harness the imagination of people in Churches and beyond. We will use one of the modules in a
learning guide we are preparing for Church groups to explore these issues.

The day is open to all who are interested in finding ways to participate in the work of Green Christian.

Cost free – but donations on the day welcome. 
Booking is essential as space is limited. 

To attend any of the above, please visit Eventbrite:
https://greenchristian.eventbrite.co.uk

and click on the location you want to book.
Or phone 0345 459 8460 for more information

Derby
Saturday 15th September 2018, 11am till 4.30pm

Friends Meeting House, Derby, 56 St Helen's St, Derby DE1 3HY

Bristol
Saturday 6th October 2018, 11am till 4.30pm

Faithspace Community Centre, Redcliffe Methodist Church, 
Prewett Street, Bristol BS1 6PB


