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EDITORIAL

A magnificent journey

Sometimes we might feel we sound like
a scratched record, endlessly replaying
the same tune. Drawing attention to the
impacts of humans on the Earth and the
need for a change in how we live can
leave us feeling self-righteous and
hypocritical, or just a bit tired and sad.
How are we to share this message, our
vision of healing for the Earth and people
everywhere? A basic tip is – no gloomy
preaching or angry finger-pointing! We
are bringing Good News! Sharing in
serving and preserving God’s world is
part of the gospel of Christ and we all
have a role to play.
Several articles in this issue draw
attention to the power of the language
we use: Jeremy Williams stresses how
using Language that connects, for
example speaking of love for our home,
the Earth on which we live, will strike a
chord. Stephen Edwards in Don’t
mention the warming outlines a helpful
bible study, ready soon from Operation
Noah, advocating “hopeful prayer and
respectful conversations” as a useful
resource for Churches. In Hope in the
darkness, Ruth Wilde shares how the
Student Christian Movement is reaching
out with a message of hope in response
to Climate Change.
It seems there is a “myth of apathy”
about environmental issues, as Matt
Stemp explains in We lament what we
love;
people
are
increasingly
concerned, but anxiety and ambivalence
evoked by the scale and immensity of
climate change, species loss and
pollution can be overwhelming. Matt
describes how until we can address
these emotions, making space for grief
and reflection on our disconnection from
2
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the natural world, we won’t begin to find Can we learn to see the world afresh,
the spiritual creativity and imagination to and find our place, employing practical
humility, as Paul Bodenham, our Green
begin to act.
Christian Chair describes in Out of the
So the Christian Church, as a prophetic wilderness, “each one becoming a
community of prayer, along with poets, stitch in the repair of Creation”?
artists, scientists, activists and clowns
has a vital role – in enabling lament, Jenny Tibbles, in her Report on Joy in
Big
Workshop
last
repentance, and kindling hope. Green Enough’s
Christian, through its “Green Christian On November, describes the thrill and fun of
The Road” and other events, such as our daring to live a little differently. Whether
annual retreat (see p14 for details) also it’s changing lightbulbs in a small ecooffers encouragement from meeting with church, planting a wildflower meadow or
others, engaging both emotionally, and setting up a forest church, whether you
practically. We are a hopeful community, are a student, an OAP, in a busy city, or
loosely woven together in a shared a tiny village, we are all invited to be part
concern but offering each other support, of what she calls “a magnificent journey”.
friendship and insights from our various
Lament. Wonder. Hope.
perspectives.

Green Christian is seeking a volunteer to help
with the technical aspects of its website.
We are looking for someone with enthusiasm,
who shares our aims and ethos, who can help
make the website more engaging and easy to
use.
Familiarity with Wordpress is essential; html,
css and php are desirable.
The ability to assess what plug-ins could
enhance the website would also be useful, as
well as an ability to integrate the website with
social media.
illustration credit: Shutterstock

contact Green Christian's website designer
Poppy Pickard at poppypickard@greenchristian.org.uk for further information.
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Language

photo credit: Shutterstock

that

connects

The words that we use about nature often set us apart from it. How can we talk
about the natural world, and the problems we face, in ways that connect?
s there a less interesting word in the
English language than the word
sustainable? We know what it means –
it refers to maintaining something into
the future, but it’s a strangely neutral
word. It tells us nothing about what it is
that we want to maintain.

I

The word environment is little better, a
broad and ambiguous word for our
surroundings. I am passionate about the
environment and about sustainability, but
the words themselves leave me cold.
And that matters.

everywhere and nowhere. How can we policies, targets, commitments, and so
get people excited about something that forth. That reinforces the impression
that this is something the professionals
sounds so boring?
are sorting out on our behalf. It also
Secondly, these are technical terms. suggests a level of control over nature,
Like any technical term, they work best as if it can be organised and managed
in more professional circles where a by human processes.
degree of precision and academic
distance is required. Used outside of Taken together, the way that we speak
that context, they can exclude casual about the natural world is disconnecting.
listeners. The whole point of technical It places the natural world outside of us.
terms is that they allow professionals to It makes it into an abstract entity.
communicate clearly within a particular
field. If you’re not in that field, nobody
expects you to understand the topic or
Words such as
concern yourself with it. Words such as
biodiversity or
biodiversity or sustainability sound like
sustainability sound
matters for experts to discuss, not
like matters for
common or garden concerns for
experts to discuss,
ordinary people.

As I see it, there are three problems with
these kinds of terms. First, they are
uninspiring. Although we can agree that
sustainability is important, it doesn’t
sound like something that needs our
attention. It carries no value or urgency,
no emotion. Likewise, “the environment” Thirdly, the language of the environment
is vague and generalised, both is often the language of management –
4
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not common or
garden concerns for
ordinary people

FEATURE
As Christians, we have an extra set of
terms to play with. For a start, we have
the language of Creation. We can talk
about our Creator God, or the
importance of all God’s creatures. That’s
helpful in that it sets the natural world in
a broader context, and it has
connotations of value: if something has
been created, then somebody wanted it.
And they must have wanted it for a
reason, so we can find purpose in the
word “Creation” too.
On the other hand, Creation is a loaded
term for some, weighed down with the
baggage of creationism. It doesn’t cross
over well with secular audiences, and
even many Christians would want us to
qualify what we mean. There’s a more
philosophical problem in that it locates
the identity and worth of nature in the
existence of the Creator: this matters
because God made it. That’s not wrong
necessarily, but it is incomplete. In
Genesis 1, God does not survey each
day’s work and then say “look at what
I’ve made”. God sees that it is good. It
has worth in itself. If I only loved my son
because he’s my son, it would devalue
him as a person in his own right.
Then there is stewardship, a key
principle that we can draw from the
earliest chapters of the Bible. The
language of stewardship has a big
contribution
to
make
to
the
environmental movement, telling us
about our human responsibility towards
nature. This is all the more relevant in the
Anthropocene era, where our human
activity is affecting the whole planet so
profoundly that it defines the geological
epoch in which we are living. But here
too, the language is useful but
incomplete. The idea of stewardship
sets us apart from and above the rest of
the created order. That fits with the
theology of the Old Testament, but if
that’s our only understanding of our
place in the world, we will miss how
intimately connected we are with
everything else. We humans are animals
too, rooted in the history of life on this

planet, and dependent on the sun and facts such as the possibility that there
the plants and the seasons. We are part will be more plastic than fish in the sea
by 2050. These campaigns have all laid
of ecology, not separate from it.
some good groundwork, but action on
What do we do about this? How do we the issue has been relatively slow. Then
talk about nature, climate change, along came BBC’s flagship nature
extinction, pollution, or any of the other programme Blue Planet 2. All of sudden
environmental causes that we care it’s on the agenda. Why does Blue Planet
about, in ways that connect and engage connect in ways that campaigns don’t?
with people?
There are a number of reasons, but one
of the most important is that it’s starting
Here are three principles for a start:
point is wonder. The programme shows
us all these remarkable creatures, and
• Make it personal. Let’s not talk then when David Attenborough delivers
about the environment. Let’s talk his warnings about overfishing or ocean
about our home. Let’s talk about plastic at the end of the episode, we’re
landscapes that we love, wildlife already convinced that it matters.
that we recognise.
• Be specific. What is actually at We should be good at this in the Church.
risk? Is it the climate that is at risk, The Psalms are full of awe and wonder
for example, or is the climate as at the world around us. And there are
we know it? The climate is other aspects of Christian teaching that
abstract and distant, and change we can apply to the environment, but
is deliberately vague. Author and rarely do. Churches take pride in offering
activist George Monbiot suggests a warm welcome to their visitors. Can
climate breakdown instead of we use the same language to talk about
climate change.
conservation? How can Churches show
• Be positive. How can we call hospitality to their non-human visitors?
attention to the gains from Can we show a warm welcome to wildlife
environmental action? Rather than too?
being anti-pollution, we can talk
about clean air and healthy lives. Or take the fruits of the Spirit in
Galatians, a concise description of the
Let’s also start with our appreciation of outlook on life that Christians should
nature. Environmental issues are hold. We’re used to thinking about
politicised, but the wonder of nature is goodness, kindness, or gentleness
not. We can tell people how important it towards each other. What does it look
is to prevent soil erosion, but we will be like to be gentle towards nature? To be
making arguments based on scientific patient? Kind? What would it mean to be
facts and statistics. If people could see faithful to the world God has placed us in?
the wonder of healthy soil for
themselves, the intricate interplay of Perhaps the most important thing is to
organisms in every handful, then we be aware of our words and the power
wouldn’t need to convince anyone that it they have to frame the issue. Let’s
matters. They would understand the interrogate the assumptions inherent in
importance of it, and want to protect it. the words we use, and choose our
words carefully.
We’ve seen a good example of that
Jeremy Williams is a
recently. Environmental campaigns have
freelance writer, and
Content Editor at
been trying to raise awareness of ocean
www.joyinenough.org.
plastics for a decade or more. There
He writes the blog
makewealthhistory.org,
have been research projects, petitions,
where he explores
artistic projects, infographics with killer
sustainable economics.
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Hope in the darkness
Tackling climate change is about being realistic and positive.
Ruth Wilde of Student Christian Movement shares her perspective

photo credit: Shutterstock

Catastrophic climate change
The catastrophic effects of man-made
climate change on the Earth in what is
termed “the Anthropocene” are wellknown and have been well-known for a
long while. Since the 1970s and
before, many groups and individuals
have been trying all sorts of different
things to lessen the human impact on
the environment, including changes to
diet, using and encouraging the use of
6
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public transport and shifting to “green”
energy. As a world community, it has
been difficult and slow work making
changes at a governmental level.
However, the 2015 Paris agreement,
signed by all but two countries (Syria
and Nicaragua, for very different
reasons) was an incredibly important
step on the road to making a real
difference on a worldwide scale.

Sadly, things haven’t moved nearly fast
enough. We are now looking at not only
a 2°C rise before the end of the century,
but more likely a 3°C rise1, which will be
pretty devastating to the Earth and its
inhabitants. This makes it even more
frustrating and disappointing that the
President of the United States, Donald
Trump, has declared that he is pulling
the US out of the accord. Other
countries will of course carry on without

FEATURE
them, and even corporations and states
within the US have said they will
continue to aim to hit their own targets
in defiance of him, but the US accounts
for 14.3% of all carbon dioxide
emissions, so it is very worrying indeed
that it is abandoning the agreement.
Christianity and climate change
The US is a Christian country and proud
to be so. Some of President Trump’s
biggest and wealthiest backers are part
of the Christian, evangelical right-wing.
No doubt their particular brand of
theology feeds their climate scepticism.
One of the most ecologically-damaging
ideas in world history (not just Christian
history) has been the idea that the Bible
tells us that we humans have “dominion
over” all other things on the planet.
Tragically, this passage (Genesis 1.2628) has been badly mistranslated: the
original Hebrew can only mean
“dominion with” and never “dominion
over”, and the meaning of the phrase is
actually far closer to companionship
and cooperation than to submission.2

heavenly Father feeds them... Consider
the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you,
even Solomon in all his glory was not
clothed like one of these” (Matt.6.2629).
Students and climate change
At the Student Christian Movement
(SCM), we believe that the crucial issue
of climate change deserves our
attention at this moment in time. We
believe that, despite the catastrophic
outlook, there is also hope in the shape
of many brilliant initiatives. We want to
be a part of the positive change. It is
time. It is beyond time.

Since we launched our Loving the Earth
campaign in September 2017, we have
been encouraging students to get
involved; we have joined the Climate
Coalition and took part in the Big
Workshop in Sheffield in November last
year, part of Green Christian’s own Joy
in Enough campaign, which looks at
how our economic system is
unsustainable and needs to be
As climate breakdown is such a new reshaped. We will be following the
problem for the world, it is hard to find development of that campaign and
direct wisdom to speak to our situation encouraging students to get involved.
in the Bible. However, ecotheologian
Noel Moules argues that the biblical We believe action on climate change
ideas of “shalom” and “meekness” can must involve personal accountability
both be helpful here. Shalom is the and integrity in our day-to-day lives as
biblical word not only for peace, but for well
as
working
together
as
“wholeness, integration, completeness, communities and nations, so we are
everything moving together in dynamic also running monthly Green Challenges
harmony”, and meekness is “selfless to get students thinking about how our
anger and rage against injustice, serene Western lifestyles affect the planet. You
poise of deep and strong self-control can read more about these challenges
and simple gentleness energised by on the SCM website
love and compassion”.
(www.movement.org.uk).
Jesus Himself was fond of using nature
imagery in His teaching, and a particular
favourite of mine is when Jesus
commends the birds and the lilies for
their faith in God's providence: “Look at
the birds of the air; they neither sow nor
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your

Hope for a future worth living for
Climate change is a real worry for the
future, and no-one knows this better
than young people. SCM students are
not
the
stereotypical
entitled,
narcissistic and lazy millennials that you
too often find in the media. They are

often politically engaged and concerned
for their future, their children’s future
and the planet’s future. So many
decisions have been taken and mistakes
made which will affect the younger
generation most of all, despite them not
having taken part in the decision-making
process in the first place. This is a
terrible irony and one which has made
young people in some cases hesitant to
have their own children, for fear that
they will be bringing them into a world
which is on the verge of environmental
Armageddon!

{

We want to be a
part of the positive
change. It is time. It
is beyond time.

It is massively important that we keep
hope alive, especially for young people.
There is so much despair and
depression already in society, without
adding to it further. Studies have shown
that hope is a vital factor for engaging
and motivating young people in proenvironmental behaviour. The situation
is very serious, don’t get me wrong, but
keeping hope alive isn’t just another
form of climate denial; it’s an essential
part of the fight to save the planet. Let’s
keep our messaging clear, honest and
positive and give students, and
everyone else, a reason to keep up the
good work of loving the Earth.

Ruth Wilde is the Faith in Action Project Worker
for the Student Christian Movement (SCM) and
runs their Loving the Earth campaign. She is
passionate about the Earth and all of the positive
green movements and actions people are
engaging in all over the world, individually and
collectively.
References:
1

2

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/nginteractive/2017/nov/03/three-degree-world-citiesdrowned-global-war ming
see Noel Moules’ article Jesus and the Sacred Wild
in Green Christian magazine No. 81 Summer 2016

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Withering
Each frittered leaf
rebukes –
its promised gold
reduced
to a parched dross;
yet, stubbornly,
the spiked cases cling on
and slowly open,
carefully disclosing a bright nut
that may
hold a new germ, as yet
uninfested,
and each Spring, it’s as if
the tree forgives
its trespasser:
again, the generous hands
spread green.
Julia Dale, 2017 (with permission)

Becoming an EcoChurch in a small
rural community
You don't need to be a big Church to be green: just do what you can!
By Mark Boulton
ickleton is a village Church, part
of the Stratford and Evesham
Methodist Circuit. We have
around 12 members whose collective
age is best not recorded! But over the
last couple of years with support from
the whole congregation, we have
changed to a 100% renewable electricity
supplier (Good Energy), changed all our
lightbulbs to modern LEDs and saved
used batteries, spectacles, computer
cartridges, old mobiles and used
stamps for recycling or reuse. We even
generate a little income for local wildlife
groups and we have a Traidcraft trolley
with Divine chocolate!

M
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Six months ago six of us met hesitantly,
to run A Rocha’s new EcoChurch online
survey to review our progress. We ticked
quite a lot of the boxes but found there
were questions involving children and
young people to which we could not
respond as we don't have any. We also
found, however, we were doing some
things which went beyond the tick boxes
such as our annual EcoGathering on
World Environment Day Saturday.

But the survey had other benefits too.
We realised we had a large patch of lawn
behind the church whose only function
was to be cut several times a year. So
after much discussion, the Church has
just launched the “Mickleton Community
Wildlife Garden Project” as a joint
venture with the village community.
Watch this space for more news of this,
our latest green venture.

We included our problem issues as well
as these other initiatives in the
comments boxes in the survey and sent
it in for review. To our delight we found
we had qualified for a Bronze Award!

Mark Boulton is former
Director of the International
Centre for Conservation
Education and Senior
Steward at Mickleton
Methodist Church

POETRY

Have I already told you this?

photo credit: Ian Mey

These pangolins are well-laid paving slabs, eyelashes, curves and
they are sparks of a perfect idea, passed down, proven
and easy to love.
skin and nails

Seized and dead, frozen, suspended
and nails

and scales and hair, fractals

flushed pink like young roses, coiled tight. I have big plans and a photograph
in my back pocket and I keep it there with the hot anger and public
tears. All our fault, like everything else,
and the smell and the issue
is much bigger than this. I am pangolin angry
but I also buy Christmas presents just to see faces
light up. I wrap them in brown paper or the news
but I do subscribe to the print edition.

I have a smartphone

and I charge it, sometimes use plastic bags
and put the heating on. I am giraffe angry, long-legged
and swift in slow-mo angry
– or more accurately sad,
but I only donate £3 a month to FoE. I might up that this year.
I have big plans. I am snow tiger and those yellow waving frogs
angry, Amazon angry, right sorrowful angry. I don't refuse coffee
from non-reusable cups, and some of the lights in my new house
are halogen.
Have I told you this already?
dead frozen in an exquisite puzzle.

That photo of them all curled
How it makes me cry?

By Sophie F Baker
Commended in The Rialto/RSPB Nature and Place Poetry Competition, 2017

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Joy in Enough’s “Big Workshop”
Jenny Tibbles describes a recent Joy in Enough event, and her journey against
the tide of consumerism
environmental impacts of unlimited
consumption on a limited planet.

illustration credit: Molly Benge http://mollybenge.tumblr.com/

About four years ago, at the age of 42,
I had run out of the energy needed for
my demanding full-time job and thought
that there must be a better way to live
life. Fortunately, having pretty secure
housing, I was able to leave that job to
see where life took me, whilst exploring
different ways of living at the same time.

can’t remember how I came across the
Joy in Enough workshop, but I do
remember being pretty excited by the
title and the fact that it was being run by
a Christian organisation. I have attended
many similar events in the past few
years, but never one from a Christian
perspective, so I was full of anticipation.

I

It was the workshop on consumerism
that particularly interested me. How do
we wrestle with the question of what is
“enough”? And, whilst working for real
change in society, how do we practically
live this out in the here and now?
For this afternoon slot, we formed
groups of six or seven and were given a
series of cards with topics, case studies
and information. There was lots of
information about the impact our
consumption is having on the planet,
10
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I share a house with two other people
and we made conscious decisions to
use “green energy” providers, shop
locally to keep our money in the local
economy, order an organic veg box
provided by a local co-operative, eat less
meat and more vegetables, compost,
and generally try and reduce our waste.
I had inherited a second-hand bike and
started cycling everywhere – a great
also statistics about recycling, green free way of getting fit in Sheffield!
energy, the impacts of different lifestyles
and so on. There were also case studies I also decided to see what things were
about the Bruderhof community and the available for free or at low cost: this led
Freecycle network, designed to to free photography walks, joining a
encourage us to think creatively about knitting group, and volunteering at local
new ways of living with more sharing and festivals, which enabled me to see lots
of free films and talks and even interview
collaboration, and less waste.
George Monbiot over a falafel!
These cards generated lots of
discussion around recycling, waste in One thing that I have come to love is
the system, reasons for consumption clothes swapping. In Sheffield we are
and what we struggle with personally. really fortunate to have a group called
There was so much good content, we Common Thread who organise regular
clothes swaps in the city centre. For £3
could have carried on talking all day!
and a bag of clean clothes entry fee, you
The activity enabled us to share our own can choose new-to-you clothes each
stories too around the table. My journey month. There’s also a repairs station
of questioning our consumption as a where you can get clothes repaired. I
culture has been one of growing have acquired some fantastic clothes
awareness and action, coupled with over the past few years and if I don’t like
increasing
concern
about
the them I can always take them to the next

REPORT
clothes swap. I have even picked up
some designer clothes which I would
never have been able to afford usually!
Consequently, my living costs are vastly
reduced and I am able to work part-time
and have been blessed with work when I
need it.
My journey continues. I love to read and
research ideas about different ways
forward and I’ve also been reflecting
about why we consume so much. It can
be a real struggle to uncouple ourselves
from our (often unconscious) consumer
identity. I’m on the journey from being a
consumer to a creator; exploring my
creativity in cooking from scratch,
making preserves, making bread,
repairing things, repurposing old clothes
– all the things our grandparents did!
This has now become a radical stance
against the tide of consumerism!
Foundational to this is knowing that we
are enough – just as we are. We don’t
need to buy that new item of clothing,
car, book, or holiday to prove ourselves.
This flies in the face of all the marketing
and advertising that constantly
bombards us. My worth is not in how

illustration credit: Molly Benge http://mollybenge.tumblr.com/

{

All the things our
grandparents did,
have now become a
radical stance
against the tide of
consumerism!

much I earn, where I live, what car I drive
(even if it’s an electric one!) or even how
busy I am. These things trap us in the
hamster wheel of busy-ness, work and

then consumption as we have less time
to create!
All of this takes time; I know that I am
very fortunate to have found a shared
living situation and I don’t currently have
any dependents. However, I would
encourage everyone to ask themselves,
“what is enough?” and to take the
teaching of Jesus seriously. “Therefore,
do not worry about your life, what you
will eat or drink; or about your body,
what you will wear….for your heavenly
Father knows that you need these, but
seek first the kingdom of God…” (from
Matthew Ch. 6, v25-34).
I have found these words to be
trustworthy. I hope you do too and have
a magnificent journey to finding “Joy in
Enough”!

Jenny Tibbles lives in
Sheffield, and has been
involved in youth and
community work for 20
years. She is interested in
all things green,
sustainable & radical!
photo credit:
Jozef Palguta

illustration credit: Molly Benge http://mollybenge.tumblr.com/
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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We shall go out with joy
From a butterfly park to a neighbouring churchyard –
Hilary Ash explores different types of Forest Church

nature reserve, New Ferry Butterfly
Park. We chose to “Look” and “Listen” to
God’s Creation around us – the pond,
insects, flowers and trees. As we looked
and listened, we thanked God for the
natural world. We sang and prayed in the
open air, used twigs for a simple craft,
and used a Celtic blessing to close the
service, then had tea and cake. To our
surprise, around 40 people from across
"God writes the Gospel not in the Bible Wirral came, from many different
alone, but on trees and flowers and Churches.
clouds and stars" (attributed to Martin
Luther).
Since then we have evolved a small
ecumenical group to plan and lead these
“For many the spiritual journey is most services. In autumn 2016 we used our
easily followed in nature; along the Anglican neighbour’s churchyard, using
shore, through the forest, over the the trees and plants as points of
mountain. Many people can describe meditation and prayer, with guidance
transcendent moments in nature where sheets in suitable places. One held in
they feel deeply connected to something Spring in a country park used the five
bigger than themselves. Forest Church senses as a theme, using bluebells,
is a way to explore that connection, a birdsong, edible and scented plants.
new way of being Church” (Mid-Wales Summer saw us back at New Ferry
Forest Church).
Butterfly Park, and then autumn in a
walled garden in another country park,
At St David’s URC, at Eastham, Wirral, which proved ideal to reflect on “the
we have been exploring new expressions fruits of the Spirit”. We hope the birds
of worship in recent years. One that enjoyed the apple cores we strung up for
attracted us was Forest Church. We them.
found some ideas on the internet,
and from a Bible Reading Fellowship Slightly to our surprise, we have not had
book Outdoor Church by Sally Welch. A many families to these, though we
small group got together, and after advertise them as all-age. But we do get
prayer and planning, we had a a range of older ages, which means
programme for our first Forest Church making provision for those with limited
in August 2016.
mobility. We usually have some sort of
“prayer walk” and find that some people
Having limited grounds at our church, we prefer to do that alone or with a friend,
looked elsewhere for places to use – using ideas we print up on A4 laminated
with a toilet, and shelter near at hand sheets and tie up around the place.
and we were allowed to use a local Others like to be in a small group with a

12
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leader, so we offer both. We always
finish with refreshments and a time to
chat.
For us, Forest Church is working well
and providing a different worship. We
hope it will grow. We are planning more
in spring, summer and autumn next
year – and trying to work out how to do
a winter one bringing the natural world
indoors. As we grow in confidence, we
are planning to use more public spaces,
where anyone can join in.

{

Autumn saw us in a
walled garden in
another country
park, which proved
ideal to reflect on the
Fruits of the Spirit
Hilary is a botanist and
nature conservationist,
doing mostly voluntary
work with Cheshire Wildlife
Trust in Wirral. She
is organist at St David's
URC, Eastham.

photo credit: Richard Ash

REFLECTION

My Father’s handiwork

hen I was ordained, my Dad made me a small wooden cross
for my desk. He’d noticed that other clergymen had crosses
on their desks and wanted me to have one too. He was a keen
amateur woodworker, but this was the first time he had tried inlay work,
so it must have taken him a long time to make it. It was a real labour
of love.

W

For a number of years the cross stood on the desk in my study. When
my Dad passed away, it became even more precious to me. I must
confess, however, that I have never been good at keeping my desk tidy,
and papers sometimes build up and get pushed to the sides. One day
I stood up from my chair and heard something crunch under my foot.
When I looked down, I was horrified to see it was the cross, which had
fallen off my desk unnoticed and was now snapped in two pieces.
I cannot describe how terrible I felt at that moment. The break was a
clean one, though, and I was able to glue the cross together again. It
now stands safely on a shelf, and you have to look closely to see where
it has been mended.
That little cross has become for me a kind of parable about Creation
care. There are many good reasons why we should look after the world
and the other creatures that share it with us, and try to repair whatever
damage we have done. The best reason of all though, is very simple:
because our heavenly Father made it.

John Barnett is a Methodist Minister who retired
six years ago after 33 years of service. He still
leads worship from time to time and helps to train
new preachers.

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Out of the wilderness
Paul Bodenham reflects on the ecological journeys we make, from ignorance
and desolation, to consolation

photo credit: Alethe at English Wikipedia

ach of us has a unique journey of ecological awakening,
a journey which no-one else has taken. What’s it been
like for you? A gradual emergence into a dawning truth?
A traumatic road-to-Damascus collision? A bit of both, and
more?

E

It was a storm that launched my journey, early one morning
in November 2000. As I lay in bed waking to wind buffeting
the house, I heard a tile being blown off the roof. At that
moment John Prescott came onto the radio attributing the
wild weather to climate change. At many levels that storm, in
the UK’s wettest autumn on record, awoke me to the trouble
14
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in humanity’s relationship with the Earth. I have been trying to
make sense of the experience ever since.
With hindsight I can see three stages in my journey. I was
shaken out of ignorance about the environmental crisis; the
more I learnt, the greater desolation I felt; but after years of
searching and rebuilding I have begun to taste consolation.
You will have your own story of ecological conversion. Cherish
it. It is unique to you – just as your faith journey is. But I
wonder if for many of us there is a similar sequence of
awakening – ignorance: desolation: inklings of consolation.

FEATURE
It’s that journey we find in the parable of the lost sheep.

Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one
of them. Doesn’t he leave the 99 in the open country and
go after the lost sheep until he finds it? And when he finds
it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders and goes home.
Then he calls his friends and neighbours together and
says, “Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.” I tell
you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over 99
righteous persons who do not need to repent
(Luke 15.4-7).

See how often Jesus speaks of joy – no fewer than three
times. It all springs from that instant of mutual rediscovery,
the moment of eye contact between the longing shepherd and
the desolate sheep, but that’s only the start. The shepherd
does not keep the experience to himself. He puts the sheep
on his shoulders, and presents his friends and neighbours
with the evidence. That way they can share his joy, and from
there it spreads to the whole of heaven. For the shepherd and
his friends, it is the sheep’s journey home, not the shepherd’s,
that makes the party possible.
Let’s look at the place as well. Where does the shepherd take
the sheep? Not back to the herd from which she strayed. He
takes her to a new place, the shepherd’s own home, a
homecoming to a place she had never been.
That unfamiliar homecoming is not just a personal privilege, a
passport to salvation for the favoured few. In the crisis of our
times, it is a revelation for the common good. It is our
testament to a universal Love which searches for everyone in
their alienation, and wants to restores us to our true design.
If we are able to trace our journey, discover the gift in it, and
share that gift, we will drive social change not with duty and
ethics, but with love and joy.
Let me offer four ways by which you might be able to trace
that journey – from ignorance, through desolation, into
consolation. I hope you might hear your own experience
echoing in what you read.
From denial, through grief, to resilient hope - prayer
Prayer, that “long, loving look at the real” (to quote the Jesuit,
Walter Burghardt), dismantles our delusions. In prayer we are
safe to acknowledge our fear about the harm being done to
life on Earth, and to befriend the anguish we feel. We can
begin to grieve, and discover the liberation which grief brings.
If we pray together, even when we are apart, we share a
journey into hope. This will not be a hope which depends on

the “right outcome”. This kind of hope is free to act for the
common good without anxiety, self-concern or wishful
thinking. It trusts in God’s purposes whatever the future may
hold.
From conceit, through reconciliation, to practical
humility – lifestyle
It is through our daily lifestyle choices that, one by one, we
restore our humanity to its rightful place. Each decision is a
sign, in its own small way, of the reign of God. Like the rest
of our society, we have lived the lie that humanity is
independent of Creation. That lie still has a hold on us. But
now we are beginning to learn how to live in scale with
Creation, as individuals and as society, and to be reconciled
with the Earth from which we grow. We become stitches
which repair the fabric of Creation.
From complicity, through redemption, to prophetic
distinctiveness – witness
We have played our part in perpetuating a system in which
humanity and Creation are enslaved and exploited. We are still
complicit. However we are on a lifetime’s deprogramming.
Perhaps it will be more than our own lifetime’s work to discern
and disown the logic of the system. But if we allow ourselves
to be “carried home” as the lost sheep was, joy begins to
break out around us. We find ourselves seeing the world from
a new place, and saying what we see.
From isolation, through trust, to creative community –
encouragement
In the things that matter, none of us is alone. The system sells
us the lie that the individual is paramount, but its promises are
hollow. They have left us powerless and impoverished. But in
community we begin to find ourselves empowered and
enriched. We can defy the efforts of the system to divide us.
We can meet and talk to others who are taking the same
journey. As we do so, we are not just nonconformists, but
subversives.
The traditional model of green campaigning is to give people
the facts and assume they will change. That model has been
shown to have failed, and rightly so, because it leaves the
human heart untouched. If the green movement is to succeed,
hearts of stone will have to become hearts of flesh. Heartfelt
and sustainable change will only happen if we ourselves
change, for love and for joy. And so the leading edge of
change is now in the human heart.
Let’s become, each of us individually and all of us together,
those trusted catalysts of a change of heart. Let’s offer
people a new story which they might recognise as deeply
Continued on page 16
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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continued from page 15

authentic, and invite them on the journey home. Together we
can become a sign of God’s shalom, growing a new world
within the ruins of the old.

At our retreat in July 2018 we will be exploring ecological
journeys of the heart. We will draw inspiration from the four
disciplines at the heart of the Green Christian Way of Life:
prayer, lifestyle, witness and encouragement. For further
details see below.

A heart for the Earth
Friday 6 July – Sunday 8 July 2018
Minsteracres Retreat Centre, near Consett, Co Durham
What do our hearts ask of us in these extraordinary times? This weekend we will listen. We know the facts – and how easy
they are to deny. We know what has to be done – and how hard that can be. It is in the heart that we find the peace and
the passion to live well and wisely. We will meet Christ in the Earth, and in our own experience of its beauty and travail.
Where: Minsteracres, a beautiful retreat house set in wooded parkland, in County Durham. It is owned by the Passionists,
a community whose members have included Thomas Berry, one of the pioneering writers on ecological spirituality.
Transport can be arranged from Riding Mill railway station.
Who: Anyone is very welcome to book. The weekend is hosted by members of Green Christian, whose Way of Life
Community seek to integrate prayer, livelihood, witness and mutual encouragement.
How much: The weekend costs £150 full-board, with a deposit of £50 payable on booking. A few discounted places will
be available for students and young adults – please enquire.
If you’d like to join us, please find more details and the booking form on our website at
www.greenchristian.org.uk/retreat2018.
16
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Don't mention the warming
Stephen Edwards, Operation Noah's outreach campaigner, looks at the
obstacles that prevent our fellow Christians from relating to environmental
issues – and what we might do to change this.
As part of our outreach campaign, we have created a group
study resource which we’re launching in Spring 2018, called
Tenants of the King. This four-part series, including bible-study
booklets, leaders’ materials and a series of short videos, has
been developed to help you and your Church explore the
biblical foundations of Creation care, and the practical steps
that individuals and Churches alike can take in response.
We’re excited about the potential for reaching Christians who
don’t describe themselves as “green”.
To find out more about the resource or register your interest
in copies for your Church, please email us at
admin@operationnoah.org. We’d love to help you and your
Church explore Creation care together.

Tips for talking climate in Church
s green Christians, we can often feel at odds with our
fellow believers. Global temperatures creep ominously
upwards. Biodiversity is plummeting. Polar ice is
disappearing. The poor get poorer as lands and livelihoods
disappear. Yet all the while, many Christians stand aside,
blinking into the abyss. How frustrating!

A

Those of us passionately advocating for Creation care, can
feel like lonely voices in the wilderness. Where our Churches
show little time for “tree-huggers”, we seek out shortcuts to
accelerate their enlightenment. Dramatic, apocalyptic
imagery. Keen, critical eyes. And a penchant for Old
Testament rebukes. The trouble is, it doesn’t work. And it isn’t
very loving.
At Operation Noah, we’ve learned that communicating climate
issues with fellow believers must begin with hopeful prayer,
and respectful conversation with our brothers and sisters,
“bringing grace to those who listen” (Ephesians 4:29). We’ve
developed an outreach campaign to do just that: finding and
creating common ground between all kinds of Church
traditions and social and political outlooks. Research shows
that such bridge-building is vital if we are to help people come
to terms with climate change. Rather than pointing to the
failures of our Church families, we need to remind them of
their hope and mobilise them for God-empowered action.

• Keep it human: The connection between people
and planet isn’t always obvious. Human stories
move us to see the social cost of environmental
problems, and to act where we are.
• Model specific ways forward: Many will feel
bewildered about how to respond to climate
change. If you want to see your Church act
differently, your actions will always speak louder
than words.
• Point to allies, not enemies: Millions today are
acting heroically to care for Creation. Remind your
Church that they’re not alone; their voice can and
will be heard.
• Respect the scriptures: For many Christians, the
Bible is the final word on how we relate to God’s
Creation. By honestly weighing its contents, we
respect our fellow believers.
• Involve Church leaders: As Christians, we are
called to honour our leaders (1 Thessalonians
5:12). In seeking to be heard, we shouldn’t seek to
bypass or undermine their authority.
• Communicate hope: The Church can offer inspiring
hope in a society despairing about the
environment. Make sure your message is one that
cultivates hope, not fear.

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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“We lament what we love”
Why mourning is the beating heart of environmentalism, by Matthew Stemp

One of the themes of the evening was how we are losing the
words that help us to attend to our fellow creatures. Writer
Robert Macfarlane and illustrator Jackie Morris recently
published The Lost Words as a creative response to the
decision to remove fifty common animals, birds and plants
from the Oxford Junior Dictionary.1 It is a book of Macfarlane’s
delightful acrostic “spells” for reading out loud, accompanied
by Morris’s gorgeous watercolours, to help children (and
adults) to “summon” the presence of the bluebell and the
cygnet, rather than the omnipresence of broadband and
celebrity.
Malcolm Guite shared with us his own poem, A Lament for Lost
Words, full of sorrow for the environmental decline that brings
us down with it:
To graceful names and lovely woods farewell
To acorn, adder, ash, to beech and bluebell,
Farewell old friends I name you in my sonnet

Buttercup, catkin, conker, cowslip, cygnet
Farewell, your fields are brick, our books are barren
No dandelion or fern, hazel or heron
We’ll go no more alone, no more together
The mountain thyme is gone and gone the heather
The clinging ivy’s gone and soon to go
The kingfisher‘s blue bolt, the mistletoe

Nectar, newt, and otter, pasture, willow
To their last rites my muse comes footing slow
photo credit: Shutterstock

We’ll hear no more the heaven-scaling lark
We’ll all go down together in the dark.2

“We lament what we love.” Well-known poet Malcolm Guite
offered this profound line at an event in September 2017 at Ely
Cathedral, and I have found myself returning to it ever since.
The event was called Dark Reflections: Poetry, Environment,
Lament, and the participants that evening were treated to
readings from Malcolm himself, as well as Fenland poets Kate
Arthur and Mary Livingstone. In a year of climate disasters,
news of depleting insect populations and the almost inevitable
death of the Great Barrier Reef, the event provided muchneeded space for grief and reflection on our disconnection
from the natural world.
18
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Those of us who identify as environmentalists surely know this
sense of despair at the diminishment of species, and with them
our own humanity. But why, we justly complain, is our world so
numb to the pain we feel and the groaning of Creation? Why the
lack of outcry and the desperate level of inaction?
While the complaint is a just one, we must be careful not to
diagnose the general population as apathetic and uncaring.
There may be more than meets the eye. Recent research into
people’s responses and feelings about the ecological crisis

FEATURE
suggests that the idea that most people are too emotionally
detached from the natural world is mistaken. The social
scientist Renee Lertzman has argued that we must beware of
the “myth of apathy”, that if we could just get people to care
more about the environment that they would change their
behaviour.3
Instead, Lertzman says that most people do care a great deal
about the damage we are doing to the planet, and are often
even aware that their action and inaction is part of the problem.
The issue is not that people don’t care enough, but in a sense
that we care too much (I say “we” because this is as true for
the eco-warrior as it is for anyone else). The environmental
crisis is huge and overwhelming, and the collective response
required would affect every aspect of our lives. But we also
worry about many other things, and the idea of upturning our
daily routines and behaviours can feel like too much to deal
with.
Drawing on the prophetic psychoanalyst Harold Searles,4
Lertzman explains that the result of all this is an ambivalence
and anxiety about the environment that we need to resolve. On
the one hand, we cannot but help be affected by the multiple
traumas of climate change, species loss and pollution; on the
other hand, we also care about maintaining the normality of our
lives and the lives of our children and grandchildren. The
environmental crisis fundamentally challenges our sense of
identity, which depends upon the assurance that nature is
stable and will always provide us with the resources we need.
No wonder then that we find it difficult to focus on our
unsustainable lifestyles for very long, and inaction becomes
our default position.
Lertzman insightfully describes this as “environmental
melancholia”.5 Melancholia could be briefly described as a kind
of mourning-gone-wrong. Darian Leader, in his book The New
Black, explains that melancholia takes place when mourning
gets blocked in some way, often because of an inability to deal
with what is lost in the person or thing we have lost.6 In the
case of the world we live in and depend upon, losing our home
means losing ourselves. So instead of openly expressing and
working through our feelings of loss and grief, we bury them
as a way of defending ourselves. It is not that the feelings have
gone away, but that they are hidden and unconscious.
Once we understand this, we can begin to see why many of our
attempts often fail to persuade or encourage others to live
more sustainably. If we think that there is something lacking in
the other person, that they don’t know enough or feel strongly
enough about the environmental crisis, we shouldn’t be
surprised to be met with a quick change of subject or the

accusation of being judgemental. These are normal ways of
defending ourselves against emotions we don’t want to face.
So what is the alternative? Here is perhaps where Churches
and other religious and spiritual communities could have an
immensely important part to play. If the real problem with
society’s environmental inaction is a desperate need for the
expression of grief and the work of mourning, then
communities of worship and prayer may already have
practices and wisdom at hand to help people feel the beating
of their own hearts. While lament is a neglected part of our own
Christian tradition, the psalmists and the prophets already put
into poetry what we can find so difficult to say.
The utter urgency of the crisis facing the natural world makes
the patient process of creating space for mourning seem
absurd. But the psalms and poems of the prophets teach us,
from King David to Malcolm Guite, that accessing the deep well
of emotion within us not only untaps our suppressed need to
lament but also our desire to act meaningfully and purposefully
in genuine connection with our broken world. By facing our
collective depression and despair in the face of our selfdestructiveness, we might find spiritual creativity and
imagination to renew the face of the Earth.

{

The environmental crisis
fundamentally challenges our
sense of identity – no wonder
then that we find it difficult to
focus on our unsustainable
lifestyles for very long, and
inaction becomes our default
position

Matthew Stemp is a William Temple Scholar at
Goldsmiths College, University of London. His PhD
research explores environmentalism and religion
from a psychosocial perspective.
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LOCAL GROUPS

Calling in the night
Isobel Murdoch shares the latest news from local Green Christian groups

photo credit: Simon Fraser

aybe one way to introduce a
local groups report on this
issue’s theme of communication
is to quote the talk recently held by the
Cheltenham group, when priest &
campaigner Frank Regan spoke on Our
late, great Planet Earth: can we change
direction? Inspired by the encyclical
Laudato Si’, this powerful talk
emphasized Pope Francis’s call for
structural reform and the need for us to
redouble our own efforts in response.
When asked where we are to find a
positive perspective, Frank Regan
recalled that Mother Julian’s famous
words “All shall be well and all shall be

M
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sequel to The Next Frontier, which they
saw last year. The two films look at the
part technology is playing in creating
positive solutions to ecological decline.
Clun’s group and Sustainable Futures will
Communication draws on so many also organise a talk by Ben Twist, an
different stimuli: music, art, symbol, the environmental activist from Scotland.
written and spoken word, literature and
reportage. But maybe film is a Just as Clun’s group links up with
particularly striking medium, inter- Sustainable Futures for some events, so
weaving sound and image. Over recent too Leighton Buzzard’s cooperation
years, several groups have screened with the local Friends of the Earth branch
films, and this winter sees Clun continue is going from strength to strength. Their
the tradition. In cooperation with the Low Carbon Leighton Buzzard and
organisation Sustainable Futures, they Linslade initiative has now held public
will screen We’ve Got The Power, the meetings on a range of themes. The
well and all manner of things shall be
well” were spoken in the midst of the
Black Death. This was a talk which
communicated faith and hope.

LOCAL GROUPS
latest meeting, on local food and farming,
featured talks by three local farmers on
their experiences and the need to
diversify. Transport will be the next focus
for 2018. Leighton Buzzard’s group
contact is now starting to work on Eco
Church with others in their congregation.
And communicating with audiences of
different ages is vital for a more hopeful
future. Lincoln’s local contact joined a
Global Sleaford event at the town’s
Carre Grammar School, where he and
the Global Sleaford leader gave
environmental presentations to three
year groups. In the evening a school
concert took the theme of Living Planet,
featuring Powerpoint presentations by
local primary school pupils. Another
group working with children is
Wychling in Kent, where Wild Church
activities in the autumn saw children
making lanterns and thinking about the
land’s need to withdraw and rest over
the winter.
Producing a LOAF cookery book is the
latest venture for the St Ives Eco Group.
All the recipes in the book, which is now
on sale, encourage the use of LOAF
ingredients, and were inspired by a LOAF
- themed baking competition held some
years ago. Once again, communication
is key. Maybe this is something other
groups could try. I know I always enjoy
experimenting with new recipes. The St
Ives group also held an event to learn
more about fracking from Green
Christian’s Commissioning Editor, Clare
Redfern.

species were identified on the day, and
77 of these were new to the
churchyard. The bioblitz also covered
the Rectory garden and extended
through the village. Children enjoyed
locating and identifying different insect
and other invertebrate species, trying
new techniques. The churchyard is
partly managed for wildlife under the St
Albans Diocese Living Churchyards
initiative, and clearly this has helped
many creatures to thrive.
This issue’s communication theme led
me to think more about acoustic or
soundscape ecology, a branch of
science which has come to the fore
more recently. Using hydrophones,
microphones, sensors and spectographs, and the latest software,
acoustic ecology unites technology and
nature to map declines in biodiversity
and to assess the impact of
conservation initiatives or particular
climate conditions. Biophony (the
sounds of the natural world) operates
within very specific frequency patterns
for different species. Now anthrophony
(sounds introduced by mankind) is
sometimes interfering with these
frequencies, unsettling the equilibrium
upon which species depend to
communicate.

future in Milton Keynes, an event which
spanned public transport, car use, and
even the need for new driverless cars to
reduce inequality. The group has now
contributed members’ views to the
consultation.
Lincoln’s local contact is planning
another conference, which will take the
theme of climate change and the impact
of higher sea levels on coastal areas,
locally and across the world.
The Hereford group enjoyed their
outing to Hereford Community Farm, in a
very rural location a few miles outside
the city. This is a community initiative
with a positive ethos. Through animal
therapy and garden planting, the Farm
involves people with health problems
and disabilities, and a nature trail
through the orchard is a new plan.
Shrewsbury’s group contact attended a
reunion of the Paris Pilgrims in the
autumn, and is also active in the new
Group for Eco Synod Strategy, which is
working towards Eco Synod status for
the West Midlands Synod of the United
Reformed Church.

Communication has to remain at the
heart of Green Christian local group
activities. And communication is at the
Communication is
very heart of the Bible, God’s word.
at the very heart
Again and again, God calls to us in every
of the Bible age. He calls to young Samuel in the
night. He calls to Jonah to prophesy to
again and again,
Nineveh. Sometimes they hear,
God calls to us in
sometimes they seem deaf to His call.
every age
Do I always hear? Do I want to listen? And
Regular readers may remember that All Acoustic ecology is opening a new even if I do listen, acting on what I hear
Saints Church in the Bedfordshire village sound world to us. Will this awaken may prove a very different story.
of Clifton was planning a bioblitz. This others to the need for reform?
proved a successful and enjoyable
event. Specialists from the Bedfordshire College Lake Reservoir in Tring, a
Natural
History
Society,
the flagship nature reserve run by the local
Conchological Society of Britain and wildlife trust, was the setting for a walk
Ireland, and Bedfordshire Invertebrates organised by the Milton Keynes group.
Group attended, and a moth trap and The leader represented their group at a Isobel Murdoch
Isobel.murdoch@greenchristian.org.uk
nature table were set up. Some 222 talk and consultation about transport’s 01790 763603
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GC NEWS
GC’s Green Champions

Christian Climate Action call for a
Radical Reformation To Tackle
Climate Change

When the winners of the Church Times
Green Church Awards were announced
at a ceremony at Lambeth Palace three
members of Green Christian were
amongst five Green Champions.

The 500th anniversary of the
Reformation and second anniversary of
the Paris Climate Agreement was
marked by The Pope and Martin Luther
protesting outside the Department for
Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy
in London in December.
A litany for the Earth was said by Phil
Kingston, dressed as Martin Luther
while the Catholic priest Martin Newell,
as Pope Francis, wrote ‘Radical
Reformation of the Economy now’ and
‘Stop Climate Chaos’ in red paint on the
BEIS department’s plaque. The police
were called, but the department
decided not to press charges at this
time.

Judith Allinson, Green Christian’s web
editor, Martyn Goss of Exeter Diocese
and Brother Hugh of Hilfield Priory were
presented with their awards at Lambeth
Palace by Nick Holtam, Bishop of
Salisbury and the Church of England’s
lead Bishop on the environment.
Green Christian On The Road

Bright Now

Caroline Harmon, a member of Christian
Climate Action, said: “Whilst we
welcome some elements of the
department’s recently published Clean
Growth Strategy, it just isn’t enough to
meet our Paris Agreement targets. The
state of Creation is desperate. We have
all the information, science and
technology we need to lead the world
away from the cliff-edge of climate
instability towards a sustainable future.
Whether we have the time is debatable.
We must act now.”

“There are many Christians out there
who want to become more active in the
environment movement, and know that
caring for the world God gave us is part
of their Christian mission.” said George
Dow, Green Christian Trustee. “By
inviting them to our On The Road events
we hope to show them what Green
Christian can offer them in the way of
resources and support, and how they
can get more involved.”

Bright Now is a campaign run by
Operation Noah, GC’s sister charity,
working with the Church to inspire
action on climate change.
As part of the growing global movement
calling for disinvestment from fossil
fuels, Bright Now has produced a how
to guide for local Churches on
divestment from fossil fuels and
reinvestment for a brighter future.
Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary
of the UN Framework Convention on
Climate Change from 2010-16
encouraged Christians to “Ask your
Churches and religious institutions to
align their spiritual assets with their
financial assets.”
Bright Now’s guide Divest Your Church
is available to download at
brightnow.org.uk
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2018 is the year that Green Christian
has gone On the Road Together with a
series of free events aimed at
introducing more people to its
campaigns and resources.

Open to all who are interested in finding
out more about living in harmony with
God’s Creation and GC’s insights and
activities, the first On the Road
Together event was held in central
London on February 3rd. Participants
learned about the Green Christian Way
of Life which combines spirituality,
personal change and public witness
within the encouragement of a
Community. They could also find out
more about Green Christian’s Joy In
Enough project and how economics,
ecology and Christianity mix.
The next “Green Christian On the Road
Together” regional days will be held on
2nd June in Cambridge, on 15th
September in Derby and on October 6th
in Bristol.
More information is on the Green
Christian website and the back page of
this magazine.
www.greenchristian.org.uk.
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Pan-European conference:
Some recent reading for Joy in Enough
a report by Green Christian Trustee,
Here are four titles that have influenced
Deb Tomkins
my own thinking about the relationship
between Christianity and economic
policy and practice.

On September 9th 2017 I attended the
pan-European Christian environmental
conference of around 90 theologians,
environmentalists and scientists,
organised by A Rocha for the European
Evangelical Alliance.
It was an inspiring few days with
excellent seminars and talks (from Dave
Bookless, Chris Wright, Andy Atkins,
Ruth Valerio and others), good contacts
made, and collaborations begun. All
talks were in English, although around
15 nationalities were represented
including Haiti, Brazil and Egypt –
honorary Europeans for this week. I
wrote a series of six detailed blogs
during the week called Slow Travel
which you will find on the Green
Christian website – do look!
We were all immensely encouraged by
the conference. It was good to be
reminded of foundational Christian
truths, to hear from scientists, to
worship and pray together, and above
all to feel that we are not alone. I was
surprised to discover the UK is far
ahead of other countries in having care
for Creation as a high priority in many
Christian charities (the UK delegation
was the biggest, with around 20) –
environmental Christians from other
countries feel far more isolated in their
Churches even than we do, both locally
and nationally.

Do we need
economic
inequality?
(The Future of
Capitalism)
By Danny Dorling
October 2017
Polity Press
ISBN 978-1509516551
140 pages
RRP £9.99 (paperback)
Danny Dorling is a social geographer
from Oxford University who has written
provocatively and persuasively about
inequality in the UK, often with
particular reference to housing policy.
This is a real page turner. There are
many recently published titles about
inequality. My advice is to start here.

The Fear of Beggars:
Stewardship and Poverty in
Christian Ethics
By Kelly S Johnson
May 2007
ISBN 978-0-80280378-8
Erdmans Ekklesia
Series
248 pages
RRP £10.99
(paperback)
A very useful and
eloquent statement about the
relationship between Christian ethics
and economic theory. Kelly takes our
fear of beggars and looks at it with
great insight and academic rigour. It
should be compulsory reading for
Franciscans, for the ideas and
practices of St Francis are discussed,
as well as more modern practitioners
such as Dorothy Day and Peter Maurin.
I need to re-read it but I gave my own
copy away a few years ago. A parable
perhaps!

Utopia for Realists
By Rutger Bregman
March 2017
Bloomsbury
ISBN 9781408890264
316 pages
RRP £16.99
(hardback)
Another page
turner about
economic and social policy. The writing
is very accessible and full of fresh
ideas, many of them counter-intuitive.
Of particular value was the chapter on
universal basic income which is an idea
that has gained support across the
political spectrum and yet has divided
progressive left wing opinion. A good
title for book groups.
And finally:

Economy of Grace
By Kathryn Tanner
June 2005
Augsburg Fortress
Press
ISBN 9780800637743
144 pages
RRP £12.15
(paperback)
Kathryn Tanner is
Professor of Systematic Theology at
Yale and the 2016 Gifford Lecturer,
when her title was Christianity and the
New Spirit of Capitalism. You can
watch these on YouTube. Bernard
Lonergan, a distinguished Catholic
theologian, once said that if you care
about the poor, then study economic
theory. I would add that if you want to
criticise economic theory and policy as
a Christian, then you need the help of
theologians and economic historians. R
H Tawney fulfilled this role for a
previous generation and Kathryn Tanner
is doing something similar for this one.
This is a quite a tough read, but it
should be required reading for those
Christian critics of capitalism who wish
to integrate concepts of grace and
unconditional giving into the market
system to which we have become
accustomed.
Peter Grimwood
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Sustainability
and the
Rights of
Nature
Cameron La
Follette and
Chris Maser
May 2017
CRC Press
ISBN 978-1-4987-8644-1
434 pages
RRP £145.00 [hardback]
Kindle version also available
It was at the beginning of June last
year that President Donald Trump
announced that the United States would
be ceasing all participation in the 2015
Paris Agreement on climate change
mitigation. He claimed that the Paris
accord would “undermine the U.S.
economy" and leave them “at a
permanent disadvantage”. Throughout
his presidential campaign this was what
he promised he would do, because it
“would help American businesses and
workers”, in accord with his America
First policy. But also last year a
serious, heavy volume was published in
the U.S., and this pointed in exactly the
opposite direction. Its two authors,
Cameron La Follette and Chris Maser,
explore the potential for human rights
legislation to be applied to
environmental protection. They are both
well qualified to do that. La Follette is
professionally grounded in law,
psychology and journalism and now
directs an organization protecting the
Oregon coast. Maser is a highly
experienced research scientist in
natural history and ecology.
Both in the United States and Europe,
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights has already been interpreted in
terms of environmental rights for
human beings. Could it now be applied
to the natural world itself? The chapters
of this book lay out what La Follette
and Maser call Nature’s Laws of
Reciprocity and then propose
strategies to include the rights of
nature in legal systems. This could then
ensure that human activities are kept
within environmentally-sustainable
boundaries in an enforceable way.

legal complexities may make you
furrow your brow. But the examination
of feudal notions of obligation and
principles of traditional indigenous
cultivation will certainly provoke
thought. It is good to read some
further reflection on Pope Francis’
environmental encyclical. Particularly
interesting it is too to learn that the
legal systems of Ecuador and Bolivia
have already integrated the rights of
nature into their legal systems. Might
they not one day come to serve as
prototypes for other countries around
the world, and eventually even the
United States, to help ensure a global
future of environmental sustainability
for all living systems?
It is encouraging for all of us to know
that such a study has been produced
and that this huge area of great legal
significance is now being actively
opened up, not least in the context of
the United States itself. We know that
under the terms of the Paris
Agreement, the U.S. cannot withdraw
from it until November 2020, and the
White House has clarified that they will
abide by this exit process. Until then
the United States is presumably obliged
to maintain such commitments as
reporting its emissions to the United
Nations. But 2020 will bring Donald
Trump’s first term of office to an end,
and we might well wonder how the
United States will be by then.

This book is about the ethics of our
contemporary society, its important
material needs, community and
deprivations. It offers a spiritual,
religious and Christian vision of what
the Common Good is now and what it
could be. The Common Good is seen
as the mission of the Church in a
climate where both political and
religious movements are parading its
absence. The community of the
Common Good is under stress from
disagreement, fake news and
Andrew Norman conflicts. Austerity and penury shame
the visions of our time, offering
society, including the Church, the
challenge of a neglected economy
the Common
which could be so different. It could
Christians Can be a shared common good.

Reclaiming
Good: How
Help Rebuild our Broken
World
Edited by Virginia
Moffat,
August 2017
Darton, Longman
and Todd (DLT)
ISBN
9780232533156
207 pages
RRP £14.99
(paperback)

This is an inspiring collection of essays
dealing with history, politics,
This is a book that needs at least to be environment, society, community,
in our libraries. Some of the detail and
24
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religion and the mission and purpose of
the Church. The Common Good, for
which we pray, has a long history,
beginning with the virtues of Aristotle
through twentieth century Catholic
social thought and action to the
controversial Universal Basic Income.
This book does not avoid left wing
politics, criticism of recent governments
or Jesus' concern for the poor.
Chapters cover the question “what is
the common good?”, the uncommon
good, the safety net and “a new vision
for welfare; rolling back the state and
the market”. The People and Planet
chapters discuss migration, population,
the “threat of the Anthropocene”,
bioregionalism, peace and security and
a world without war. The final section,
Our Mission, discusses a New
Jerusalem, saying that, “this is not
about building a new building or even a
new community, it is about building a
new world”.

The essays’ criticism of our
contemporary society is offset by
visions of what was good in the past,
what is practical now and what could
be achieved in the future. It describes
a simultaneously new and old
approach to the problems of our time,
one that is spiritual, religious and
practical. Most, if not all, of these
visions are tested, arising from the
vision of compassion, where caring
for our neighbour, and the question of
who that neighbour is are both
fundamental tenets of our faith. This is
a “how to do it” political discourse for
the spiritual and the religious.

REVIEWS
It blends environmental with social
concerns and asks, “can they be
separated?” It asks, “what is the
Church for?” and answers, not
buildings but the Common Good.
Aristotle sought virtue, but Jesus
came to bring a new vision of a good
society, a community of the good,
common to all but under threat from
our greed and ignorance. We know
most of the answers; they are not
easy, but we have visionaries able to
analyse the challenges of the
Anthropocene. There are Common
Good arguments to be made and
there are good people who make
them. This book could begin a
political debate as to what
Christianity, the Churches and their
mission are really for.

Throughout the collection Borg plays
with a set of recurring themes. It
begins with his chart of pitstops in the
unmappable “world of Spirit”; many of
these, he shows, are described
throughout the Scriptures in terms of
dazzling luminosity, energy and power.
Others’ trips to the world of Spirit are
experienced viscerally and individually,
whether or not they share a common
cultural context. Between our quotidian
world and the world of Spirit is the
mediating figure of Jesus, generating
for us the energy-zap of sacred
pneuma. Mere “belief”, says Borg, is
far too limited a concept to usefully
extend to that place.

Jumping from the universal to the
exceedingly intimate, Borg shares his
own story about becoming
(One criticism. I shall use this book
unexpectedly touched and transformed
again and again, so an index would
by the world of Spirit. As he points
have been very useful.)
out, a typical reaction to being caught
on the hop is to blurt out “Oh my God!”.
John Smith For him, that exclamation expresses
truth. His journey over several decades
led to quite different understandings of
“truth” from that of his traditional
Lutheran childhood, but that specifically
Lutheran injection to preach the Gospel
Days of Awe
afresh into every emerging generation
and Wonder:
has continued to captivate his
storyteller’s heart.
How To Be A

Christian In
The TwentyFirst Century
By Marcus Borg
July 2017
SPCK
ISBN 978-0281078257
256 pages
RRP £14.99 (paperback)
This book comprises essays, sermons
and selected highlights from the late
Marcus Borg’s work between 19842014. Not all of them have been in
print before, so even his most
comprehensive followers will find plenty
of new things here to chew over.
Although each of the 16 chapters can
stand happily alone, their combined
weight gives us a picture of Borg’s
personal faith journey from small,
anxious, God-bothered boy to the
world’s leading spokesperson for
progressive Christianity until his death
in 2015.

A particular pleasure of this collection
is the inclusion of addresses and
sermons that have never before been
folded into Borg’s work. The
transcriptions of the spoken word make
Borg’s authentic voice even clearer
than it is on YouTube (YouTube doesn’t
do footnotes) while aphorisms such as
“Lent is about mortality and
transformation” and “God is womb-like,
Jesus says, therefore you be womblike” stand out against the far more
scholarly contexts of his published
texts.
There is of course a downside to
anthologies such as this one: they can
easily do a serious disservice to both
the thought and the author by boiling
down complex arguments to
reductionist soundbites. Although it is
certainly the case that this one, slim
volume could never substitute for
Borg’s chunky back-catalogue, Green
Christian readers will nonetheless enjoy
the opportunity that the book provides

to stimulate conversations about God,
social justice, inter-religious dialogue
and about common sense.
A final observation is that the book is
topped and tailed by fond personal
memories of the late author. Barbara
Brown Taylor’s wonderful, warm and
funny eulogy gives thanks for the gift of
Borg’s good life and good death while
Borg’s widow, Marianne, invites the
reader to carry on his good work and
to “become part of the unending
conversation”. Thanks Marianne; great
book, and I don’t mind if I do.
Dr Hellen Giblin-Jowett FRSA

Linescapes:
Remapping
and
Reconnecting
Britain’s
Fragmented
Wildlife
By Hugh Warwick
May 2017
Square Peg
ISBN 9780224100892
264pages
RRP £17.99 (hardback)
There is no shortage of books on the
market that have sought to peel back
the layers of the palimpsest of human
history in the British landscape, so one
is looking for something which offers a
slightly different perspective on the
familiar. For my money, Hugh Warwick
achieves this in abundance. Whatever
one’s viewpoint, the British landscape
offers a plethora of lines, whether these
be hedges, walls, canals or roads,
lines created as boundaries or as
connections between points. It is on
these linear features that the author
builds his articulate, entertaining and
informative analysis. Lift this book off
the shelf and the reader will find no
map, nor diagram, nor photograph, but
these are unnecessary in a book which
paints such vivid word portraits of our
landscape in such a personal and
engaging manner. The catalyst for the
book was a journey by train through the
continued on page 26
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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English Midlands and it is the author’s
opening portrait of the view from the
window which made me aware that this
was going to be a different journey …
“On one side of us, the Birmingham
Canal, uninviting and unloved, dark
water sitting in a stream of concrete.
On the other, the M5, dystopian
brutalism at its finest, stagnant too”.
This very personal journey begins with
our ancient history, then takes the
reader along hedges, ditches, walls,
green lanes, canals, railways, roads,
pylons and pipelines.

Warwick makes the reader stop and
look between the stones, under the
hedge, along the roadside, and among
the engineering structures which are
so much a part of the world of the
21st century. Here are to be found the
dynamic ecosystems which are
constantly adjusting to new sets of
environmental conditions. Here are the
species which find new man-made
niches, offering them better odds for
survival and cascading changes
through the food chain.

future; love-letter and lament; poetry
and statistics; despair at human
wilfulness and ignorance of the
importance of trees, and profound hope
founded on all those people who
genuinely love trees and will do much to
protect them, despite the needs and
greed of developers.

Peter Fiennes has that rare gift
amongst non-fiction writers of seeming
to have a conversation with the reader.
His thoughts meander through
numerous subjects, like a woodland
walk, bringing us back to where he
In the author’s own words, “wildlife
does not understand the lines we draw started, having learned much – this
reader did, anyway – about anything
on a map, only the barriers we erect
along them”, and he calls us to rethink even remotely connected with trees.
And of course, almost everything is
what we see on our own
It is easy to make a functional
connected with trees in some way –
environmental journey. His intensely
separation between barriers such as
rabbits, Druids, coppicing, housestone walls, which partition landscape, personal journey encourages us to
look more closely at the world around building, magic, poetry, foods, storyand lines of communication such as
telling, Romans, ships, insects, land
us in its fecundity and its ability to
road and rail which provide linkages
ownership, wildflowers, climate change,
adapt to the changes which our
within it, but defined in terms of
Robin Hood... Fiennes wears his
activities impose upon it. Pick this
wildlife all lines offer a multitude of
erudition lightly yet passionately, urging
functions, serving both as living space book off the shelf – you will find
us to look afresh at our woods and do
and as avenues along which both flora yourself wanting to share Hugh
all we can to nurture and protect the
Warwick’s journey, and it may well
and fauna can survive and procreate.
ones we have, and to grow new
prove to be a life-changing one.
woodlands. We need trees and woods
Rev Dr John Harrison more than we know.

Join Now

If you wish to become a member of Green
Christian or subscribe to Green Christian the
magazine only, please fill in this form and send
with your remittance to: Green Christian
Membership, Richard and Nicky Kierton, Flat 1,
31 St James Terrace, Buxton SK17 6HS
To join online, visit www.greenchristian.org.uk
Please tick:
Standard Membership £30
Concessionary Rate (low income) £12
Joint/Family/Corporate £40
Green Christian (the magazine only) £20
Church Membership (recommended) £40
Name
Address

Postcode
(GC85)
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I can’t recommend this book highly
enough. It’s a gem, one to treasure.

Oak and Ash
and Thorn:
The Ancient
Woods and
New Forests
of Britain
By Peter Fiennes
September 2017
Oneworld Publications,
ISBN 978-1-78607-166-8
291 pages
RRP: £16.99 (hardback)
This remarkable book captivated me
from the first page. Part memoir, part
nature-writing, it is a lyrical and
evocative account of English
woodlands, past and present. Peter
Fiennes set himself the task of visiting
as many woods, or former woods, as
possible during the course of one year.
But this is more than just a travelogue
or census of what he found: it is both
history lesson and glimpse into the

Deborah Tomkins Tyne

Legacy
Leaving a legacy gift to Green
Christian will help ensure the work
we do lives on. When writing or
amending your Will you need to
make a note of our official name
(which is still CEL), our registered
address and our charity number:
Christian Ecology Link,
76 Old Eign Hill, Tupsley,
Hereford HR1 1UA.
Charity No. 328744.

PRAYERS
Holy Longing
O Holy One
You have set us within a world of wonders,
An endless fount of fascination.
We are fired into this world
With bottomless desire.
Forgive our fascinations,
Which lead us away from the sacred
And toward the profane.
We are mesmerised by violence
Transfixed by displays of dominance,
And allured by the fetish of personal fortune.
Still you do not give up on us.
You are the persuasive pull of love,
And the insistent push
Over the edge of yesterday’s truth.
You are the message of meaning –
And the promise of love
Written into the stars and the life of this planet –
Manifest in Jesus,
Beckoning truth
And beacon of becoming.
We rest in holy longing.
from If Darwin Prayed
Prayers for Evolutionary Mystics, Bruce Sanguin, 2010 (with permission)

Hope, a state of mind, not a state of the world
Lord,
Forgive us that in your name, so often,
we seek the joy of success and are
only willing to invest in enterprises
that are obviously headed to an early success.
Instead, fill us with your sort of deep and powerful hope,
Which rejects a fragile optimism that things will turn out for the best
And replaces it with the conviction that our journey with you makes sense
Regardless of how it seems to turn out
C. Walton – based on words from Disturbing the Peace: A Conversation with Karel Huizdala, Havel, 1990
New York: Nation Books.

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Green Christian
‘On the Road’
in 2018
Finding our Path and Walking Gently Together

Cambridge
Saturday 2nd June 2018, 11am to 4.30pm
St Barnabas Church, Mill Road, Cambridge CB1 2BD
(10 to 15 minutes’ walk from Cambridge Railway Station). Limited parking

Derby
Saturday 15th September 2018, 11am till 4.30pm
Friends Meeting House, Derby, 56 St Helen's St, Derby DE1 3HY

Bristol
Saturday 6th October 2018, 11am till 4.30pm
Venue to be confirmed
Including sessions on:
•

The Green Christian Way of Life provides a framework of four disciplines – Prayer, Living Gently on
the Earth, Public Witness and Encouragement – by means of a dispersed Community of Companions. It
has been described as the “spiritual heartbeat” of Green Christian. Come and discover new resources
and share our experiences of using the disciplines as an aid to our ongoing spiritual journeys.

•

Joy in Enough presents a vision for a society dedicated to human flourishing and the common good
rather than the constant pursuit of more. Recognising the value and limits of the natural world, we aim
to harness the imagination of people in Churches and beyond. We will use one of the modules in a
learning guide we are preparing for Church groups to explore these issues.
The day is open to all who are interested in finding ways to participate in the work of Green Christian.

Cost free – but donations on the day welcome.
Booking is essential as space is limited.
To attend any of the above, please visit Eventbrite:
https://greenchristian.eventbrite.co.uk
and click on the location you want to book.
Or phone 0345 459 8460 for more information
GreenChristian

