
The magazine of Green Christian (formerly Christian Ecology Link)   Winter 2015/2016    Issue 80    Price £4.50

GreenChristian

tthhee  mmaaggaazziinnee

Population out of control?

The Pope’s Green Guide

A trainee vicar’s ecological conversion



Green Christian
Published by Green Christian (formerly known
as Christian Ecology Link)

Editorial Team: 
Clare Redfern, Simon Court, 
Suzannah Brecknell,
T: 07906 454771
E: editor@greenchristian.org.uk

Book Review Editor: Miriam Pepper
Local Groups Contact: Isobel Murdoch

Submissions
Contributions should ideally be made by e-mail
as attached files. Alternatively clear typescript is
acceptable when negotiated with the editors.
Accompanying photos and drawings are
encouraged. An early email or phone call to the
Commissioning Editor, Clare Redfern, to
indicate an intention to write is very helpful.

Editorial Policy
Green Christian is intended as a forum for
Christians of all traditions to reflect on, and
contribute to, current thinking and action in the
Green Movement. The opinions expressed by
guest authors do not necessarily reflect the
views of the editors but are welcome for their
sincerity and insight. Items mailed with Green
Christian reflect the views of their authors or
publishers and not necessarily those of Green
Christian (formerly known as Christian Ecology
Link).

Paper Stock
This issue of Green Christian is printed on
Revive 100 Silk, paper made from 100%
recycled de-inked post consumer waste silk
paper. It is fully biodegradable. Further details
from the editors.

Magazine Distribution
Geoff Perrett, 3 Charis Avenue
Bristol BS10 5JD
0117 962 9345

Design by
dbagraphics@gmail.com

Print production and mailing
Index Print, 7 St David’s Close, Colchester,
Essex CO4 3BD

ISSN 1364-3169
Green Christian is a registered charity No.
328744
Company Registration No. 2445198

Next Issue
Copy Deadline: February 28th 2016
Publication Date: May 2016

Contents
Welcome to Green Christian Issue 80 Winter 2015/2016

FEATURES

4 Ordinand goes Green:
Dan Ross shares his journey to green Christianity

6 Letter with a lesson:
Martin Davis on impact of the latest Papal
Encyclical

8 Sowing a new rule:
Reflections from the Way of Life retreat, 
by Tim Suiter

11 The Final Frontier:
making the most of your front garden, by Ed Echlin

12 Grand Tour:
Anne Hayward’s Welsh pilgrimage

15 Obituary:
Audrey Bryant remembered

16 Out of Africa:
Amy Ross reports on a Lausanne Creation Care
conference

17 Plant with Purpose:
sustainable planting in Tanzania, by Heather
Tomlinson

18 Environment & Population:
David Atkinson investigates this tricky issue

REGULARS

3 EDITORIAL

10 POETRY

20 LOCAL GROUPS

22 GC NEWS

23 PRAYERSCRIPT

24 BOOKS AND RESOURCES

27 REFLECTION

P15

P4

Cover Illustration: detail from Menorah (1994), by Roger Wagner, The Ashmolean Museum University of Oxford,
reproduced by kind permission of the artist.

GreenChristian

CONTENTS

Chairman
Paul Bodenham, Corner Cottage,
Main Street, Langar, Nottingham 
NG13 9HE.
T: 01949 861516
E: paul@greenchristian.org.uk

Treasurer
Eleanor Orr, 35 Kitto Road,
London SE14 5TW.  
T: 020 7732 6550
E: treasurer@greenchristian.org.uk

Membership Secretary
Richard and Nicky Kierton, Flat 1,
31 St James Terrace, Buxton SK17
6HS.
E:
membership@greenchristian.org.uk

www.greenchristian.org.uk

Green Christian (formerly
Christian Ecology Link) is an
interdenominational  UK
Christian organisation for
people concerned about the
environment. It offers insights
into ecology and the
environment to Christian
people and Churches and
offers Christian insights to the
Green Movement.

Press Office and requests for
speakers
Amy Willshire, GC Information
Officer, 97 Plumpton Avenue,
Hornchurch RM12 6BB.  
T: 0845 459 8460
E: info@greenchristian.org.uk

Resource Materials
Jill Vogler, 40 The Avenue,
Roundhay, Leeds, West Yorkshire
LS8 1JG.

Privacy
Members have occasionally
asked for the addresses of other
members who live near them,
and we have sent out a county
list.

If you do not wish to be
included, please notify the
Membership Secretary.

Basis of Faith
We affirm our belief in God as
Creator of all things and in
Jesus Christ as Lord, looking
to the Holy Spirit for guidance
through the Scriptures, and
seeking to hear Him in the
challenges of the present time.

Patrons
Rt Rev James Jones, 
Fr Sean McDonagh, 
Sir Jonathon Porritt, 
Prof Sir Ghillean Prance, 
Dr Elaine Storkey.

2 Green Christian – Issue 80 – Winter 2015

Green Christian is a registered trading name of Christian Ecology Link



www.greenchristian.org.uk 3

EDITORIAL

At the Reconciling a Wounded Planet conference, held recently
in Coventry Cathedral, one of Green Christian’s patrons, Right
Rev James Jones, offered a brief guide to living for the healing
of the Earth. Just seven words, all helpfully starting with “P”:
Praise, Prayer, Partnership, making our commitment Personal,
Parochial, Political, and for global awareness and international
collaboration, Planet.

The Pope’s recent encyclical “Laudato Si’: On the Care of our
Common Home”, begins with Praise and ends with Prayer with
much else in between. It’s a more lengthy guide, but well
worth reading. We will unpack more of its teaching in future
issues but as an introduction, on p6, Martin Davis summarises
some key points. At the encyclical’s heart is the call to make
our personal lives and political actions count in building a new
kind of society, a new ecological economy. This requires
awareness of the way human societies are intimately related
and interdependent on each other and the natural world. The
encyclical describes this eloquently as listening to “the cry of
the Earth and the cry of the poor”.

Green Christian members have been making their commitment
to reconciliation for the planet both personal and political right
from the start. In the tribute to Audrey Bryant on p15, and in
Judith Pritchard’s memoir, reviewed on p26, the lives of these
inspirational founder members who both died recently, are
recalled. Following their example of cheerful encouragement
and thoughtful, engaged faith, a new venture, the “Green
Christian Way of Life” is being developed. In the Way of Life,
Tim Suiter reflects on this informal yet structured expression
of green discipleship and the discussions at the weekend at
Ringsfield Hall in May.

Developing a deeper relationship with nature could result from
something as simple as planting a fruit tree in your front
garden, if you are fortunate enough to have one. Ed Echlin
encourages this, as a way of growing sustainable, local food
and also making visible and immediate our dependence on the
Earth around us. Similarly, Anne Hayward describes how an
intrepid pilgrimage around Wales, carrying her tent,
unexpectedly led her to develop insights into walking lightly on
the Earth.

The Pope calls for honest debate, strong partnerships and
political engagement and so do we! There is still time to write
to your MP as the UN climate talks in Paris approach (see
Hope for the Future website for resources); also time to make
plans to join demonstrations in London, Paris or closer to
home. At the Paris talks, we are hoping for binding
commitments to an international framework for carbon
emission reduction. Our prayer page offers prayers from the
Pray and Fast for the Climate website.

Dialogue and partnership between nations feature in a report
by Amy Ross from an East African Churches conference on
Creation Care which asks challenging questions about the role
of Christians in conflicts over resources. So too does the
issue of population growth, and David Atkinson has helpfully
written a thoughtful and balanced response to this topic.
Heather Tomlinson also brings encouraging stories of
collaborative tree planting and sustainable farming in Tanzania.
And in a relationship closer to home, Dan Ross, a trainee
vicar, describes a change in his behaviour and theological
thinking after being challenged by his wife’s values and
priorities (yes, that’s Amy.)

Isobel Murdoch has chosen words from St Paul at the
beginning of the local news: “In Christ, God was reconciling
the world to Himself.” This work of reconciliation is strikingly
illustrated by the image on our front cover, a detail from
Menorah by Roger Wagner. Lament is at the heart of this work
of art. Paul Bodenham uses it as the focus for a meditation on
grieving for the degradation of the Earth’s beauty.

As Christians, we too are entrusted with the message and
ministry of reconciliation, working in partnership, locally,
nationally and across the globe as the body of Christ. So we
can also be hopeful in our grief.  For it is God’s redeeming
love, demonstrated in Christ crucified (and lived out in his
body) that heals the wounds of human society and
brings hope to our world.

We want your ideas!

We are also asking you to be partners with us, by giving us
some feedback on the content of our magazine. Our article on
Population resulted from requests for this topic to be given
consideration. We want to find out more about what you would
like to see discussed! You’ll find a survey form inside the
magazine or can comment online at http://svy.mk/1Pd0n5t
This link will also be in the next GC e-newsletter.

Pilgrims in Partnership
Clare Redfern writes on behalf of the editorial team



(beyond what any normal Kiwi kid had)
nor any special theological insight or
desire to develop a broader
understanding of God and Creation
and the relationship between the two. I
had a general openness to learning
more about God but I wouldn't say that
this was anything special and it
certainly wasn't going to lean towards
environmental theology in the
evangelical circles which I inhabited. 

In fact I was moving in the opposite
direction as I pursued my first degree
in Economics with relish. I can
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I've found myself recently having
some very bizarre conversations,
conversations I could never have

imagined having when I moved to the
UK from New Zealand five years ago.
I've been talking to friends and family
about the re-useable nappies my wife
and I have bought in anticipation of our
first child. Re-useable nappies? Isn’t
that a bit odd, and old fashioned? Then
again, at least it has diverted attention
away from the constant questions we
receive about our vegetarian diet. Fair
enough, we're red-blooded Kiwis who
love our meat so it's a reasonable

question, but it does get tiresome
after a while. 

These two snippets of information
about my life: vegetarianism and a
commitment to green parenting, whilst
seemingly insignificant in themselves,
are representative of the journey I've
been on in recent years: becoming an
environmentally-aware Christian. It's a
journey that has surprised me more
then anybody. When I look back on my
childhood and adolescence there was
nothing to indicate that I had any
particular interest in the environment

Ordinand goes green
Dan Ross shares the theological reasons why you’ll find him washing cloth nappies
and cycling in the rain
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remember, when trying to decide on
final year papers amidst all the
options, scanning down and seeing the
relatively recent “economics of the
environment” and thinking “well that's
at least one I can easily cross off.” I
thought it totally uninteresting and
unimportant. My journey towards
identifying as a “green Christian” is a
classic case of process-conversion
(otherwise known as “I guess I just fell
into it”). Amongst my friends, there are
people for whom caring for the
environment has always been an
important part of their faith, and
friends who have had Damascus Road
moments of realisation that their
attitudes towards Creation were
unbecoming of a Christian. Mine is a
journey of many years which I never
even expected to embark upon.

As is common in most process-
conversions the biggest influence on
my journey has been a relationship;
specifically, the influence of my wife.
She has been passionate about caring
for the environment for a long as she
can remember and she has often
claimed that this was the inevitable
result of having grown up in the most
beautiful country in the world. Well, it
didn't work for me, but then I suppose
I could be an outlier. Anyway, being
married, it was naturally hard for me
to ignore this passion of hers and the
loving thing to do seemed to be to
interact with it for her benefit. At the
start of our marriage both of us spent
two years living and studying at a Bible
college which focussed on training
Christians to live in cross-cultural
contexts. It was a rich two years in
terms of theological and personal
development, but also crucial for
giving my wife the tools to challenge
me theologically on my view (or lack of
it) on God's love for Creation.
Moreover, as we spent time reading
theologians from the majority world
context we were inevitably confronted
with the negative impacts of climate
change on some of the world's
poorest and the challenge theologians
from these contexts presented to us
Western readers – to me! - about our
lifestyles and response. 

By the time we had finished our
degrees at Bible college I realised that
I had experienced a paradigm-shift. I
can't be certain when this happened,
but when I started college I was a
Christian, and when I finished I was,
however immature, a 'green' Christian.
I had rejected the not uncommon
belief in some evangelical circles that
the material world was irrelevant and
destined for destruction; as well as
that other not uncommon belief that
care and concern for God's Creation is
not as important as saving souls. I had
embraced the belief in a Creator who
loves His Creation and longs for it to
be restored to its full grandeur. I
embraced frameworks in which care
for Creation sits as the mark of a
missional lifestyle just as much as
feeding the poor and preaching the
Gospel. I began to integrate my new
beliefs into an integrated and holistic
worldview and theology. And, because
I'm a practical sort of chap, I now
needed to express my new attitudes
with some practical actions. Hence the
vegetarianism. 

I very quickly realised, both through
observation and our own zealotry, that
the world of 'eco-ness' can be just as
guilt-inducing and preachy as any other
aspect of Christianity or for that
matter any do-gooding movement in
general. I wanted to think about how
my wife and I could motivate both
ourselves, and hopefully others, to
grow in both our awareness and care
for Creation and in our love for
Creation and Creator. We wanted to
live lives that were, if not enjoyable,
then worthwhile in their greenness. 

Coming to see a green lifestyle as a
form of worship has been helpful in
this.  For example, I understand that,
in the scheme of things, reducing my
meat intake is insignificant. In fact,
even if the whole of the UK reduced its
meat intake it would still potentially be
insignificant on a global scale. But I
still think it's important. I believe in a
God who is able to transform small
actions to have significant effects, and
in a Kingdom where small is beautiful,
significant, and valued. This enhances
my small actions and lifestyle changes
to ones that I can consider worshipful.

This also puts a different perspective
on all those little (and some big)
actions that I could consider
inconvenient or unnecessary, such as
opting for re-useable nappies when
disposables are so much easier or
choosing to cycle through wintry and
rainy days instead of using a car.
Viewing these as worship allows me to
enjoy them (usually), rather than suffer
them (sometimes). It also means
freedom from guilt as I commit to
doing what I can and leave to God the
role of deciding how to respond.

And beauty. I've discovered that
learning to care for God's Creation
means learning to look at it in new
ways. It means learning to look at the
God-createdness and God-
sustainedness of Creation and wonder
at the beauty in things that previously I
would have missed. I frequently go
jogging along the River Cam and I've
learned to look, to appreciate, and
routinely to be moved by the beauty of
my surroundings, by the graceful
stillness of a grey heron on the
riverbank, or by the fascinating cloud
formations in the huge Cambridgeshire
skies. My wife and I also lived in
Bradford before moving to Cambridge,
a city thought by few to be
conventionally attractive. But there I
was frequently dazzled by the stunning
sunsets that would often frame the
city.

So as I reflect on an unexpected
journey to becoming a green Christian,
I'm grateful for the ways in which,
however inconvenient or challenging it
may be, it has enriched my life and
faith and given me a bigger vision of
God as Creator than I could have
imagined. And as my wife and I
embark on our next phase – green
parenting – I'm assured that the above
values will be put to the test like never
before. So then, the journey continues.
Who knows what conversations I'll be
having five years from now! n

Dan Ross is an ordinand
training at Ridley Hall,

Cambridge.
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Pope Francis’ recent encyclical letter
Laudato Si’ (Praise be to you, my
Lord!), subtitled “on care for our

common home”, contains many pieces
of spiritual advice. One of them is that
we should “stop and give thanks to God
before and after meals.” This sums up
the spirit of this encyclical, with its
sustained call to reflect on our everyday
actions and transactions, individual and
communal, and hold them up to the light
of God’s justice and grace. 

Though it is possible to go through what
Francis describes as his “both joyful and
troubling” reflection from beginning to
end, its 40,000 words make it the
longest ever papal encyclical. One of this
Pope’s characteristics is what has been
called the endearing untidiness of his
appearance. You could say the same
about Laudato Si’. 

As a cradle Catholic, sharing a concern
for environmental justice over the years
with fellow Christians, I relished the
prospect of an encyclical about the
environment. But what difference does it
make? More than one encyclical a year
has appeared during the last century, but
if you ask which ones people remember,
you might only get a couple of names. 

Traditionally encyclicals are letters from
the Bishop of Rome to his fellow
bishops. Laudato Si’ breaks the pattern,
being addressed “to every person living
on this planet”.  Richard Dawkins has
written recently that “faith seems...to
qualify as a kind of mental illness...What
has ‘theology’ ever said that is of the
smallest use to anybody?” Clearly, the
encyclical is not destined to make much
difference for Dawkins. 

Nor apparently for the Global Warming
Policy Foundation

1
, whose conclusion is

that the encyclical is “Well -meaning but
somewhat naïve”. David Atkinson’s
strong response to this, published on the

JRI website
2

takes Francis to task too for
what he says about population – namely
that “demographic growth is fully
compatible with an integral and shared
development.”

And Republican hopeful Jeb Bush
declared: “I think religion ought to be
about making us better as people, less
about things [that] end up getting into
the political realm.”

But why the fuss? Well, Laudato Si’ does
indeed say all the things that the
extensive coverage highlighted: insisting
that climate change is the fault of man;
calling for rapid conversion to renewable
energy; and reminding us that the first
victims of the environmental crisis are
the poor. As Bill McKibben put it in the
New York Review of Books: “Francis’s
words...help greatly to consolidate the
momentum toward some kind of
agreement at the global climate
conference in Paris in December. On
those grounds alone, Laudato Si’ can be
said to stand as one of the most
influential documents of recent times.”

But, McKibben goes on: “it is far more
important than that. Instead of a narrow
and focused contribution to the climate
debate, it turns out to be nothing less
than a sweeping critique of how we
inhabit this planet – an ecological
critique, yes, but also a moral, social,
economic, and spiritual commentary.”

“Who can deny,” the Pope asks, the
beauty of an aircraft or a skyscraper?”,
but we have succumbed to a
“technocratic paradigm,” which leads us
to believe that “every increase in power
means an increase of ‘progress’
itself...as if reality, goodness and truth
automatically flow from technological
and economic power as such.”

Men and women, he writes, have from
the start “intervened in nature, but for a

What difference can a papal
encyclical make?
Martin Davis reflects on a papal letter which has been making waves
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long time this meant being in tune with
and respecting the possibilities offered
by the things themselves. It was a
matter of receiving what nature itself
allowed, as if from its own hand.” 

With the great power that technology has
afforded us, it’s become “easy to accept
the idea of infinite or unlimited growth,
which proves so attractive to
economists, financiers and experts in
technology. It is based on the lie that
there is an infinite supply of the Earth’s
goods, and this leads to the planet being
squeezed dry beyond every limit.” 

For Green Christians, Francis’ analysis is
familiar territory. “We need only take a
frank look at the facts,” he says, “to see
that our common home is falling into
serious disrepair.”

Several themes run through the text,
addressed from various perspectives.
Besides his critique of the power derived
from technology, he returns often to the
intimate relationship between the poor
and our fragile planet, and the conviction
that everything is connected. “There has
been a tragic rise in the number of
migrants seeking to flee from the
growing poverty caused by
environmental degradation,” he says,
and adds that: “War always does grave
harm to the environment.” 

He urges that we give the value proper
to each creature. He asks for forthright
and honest debate: “The Church does
not presume to settle scientific questions
or to replace politics.” He proposes an
end to the throwaway culture and a new
personal lifestyle: “Living our vocation to
be protectors of God’s handiwork is
essential to a life of virtue; it is not an
optional or a secondary aspect of our
Christian experience.” 

There’s material here for many sermons
and meditations. The chapter headed
“The Gospel of Creation” alone
references 50 biblical passages
showing how our faith underpins our
care both for nature and for the
vulnerable. 

Though popes are known for voicing
their personal views, Francis also
acknowledges the insights of fellow
bishops worldwide, those from other
Christian traditions and other faiths. The

overwhelmingly positive response to the
encyclical reflects this. 

Laudato Si’ makes no claim to infallibility.
But in a world crying out for moral
leadership, it carries the ring of truth,
which like a name in a stick of rock, runs
right though it. A document containing
poetic language yet still with its feet on
the ground: it’s about reality – a word
occurring more than 40 times.

Because of this realism, the encyclical
will make a difference. Anyone can
understand most of it. Few can argue
seriously with its main message.

Returning to Jeb Bush: “I think religion
ought to be about making us better as
people.” Isn’t this precisely what Laudato
Si’ sets out to achieve? n

References
1. The GWPF is a climate-change-denying think tank.
2. John Ray Initiative www.jri.org.uk

Martin Davis was one of
those who convened the
first meeting of Christian
members of the Ecology
Party, out of which grew

Christian Ecology Link
(now Green Christian).
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In preparation for a weekend
contemplating a Green Christian Way of
Life I took the whole day to make my
journey from Oxfordshire to Ringsfield
Hall. After leaving home at around
8.30am to walk to the neighbouring
village’s commuter station, a hot tube
train through the seething humanity of
London, a stop off at Chelmsford
Cathedral and six trains later, I arrived
in Beccles by late afternoon. 

I had planned to walk the final leg from
the station to Ringsfield, possibly a
risky plan, because in my zeal to get on
my journey that morning I had forgotten
to bring a map. My prayers were soon
answered, when I spotted Tony Roper
on the platform. I hadn’t seen Tony in a
couple of years but had got to know
him well as a fellow member of the
North London ecocell 2. Wise Tony had
a map to guide us on our pilgrimage
journey to Ringsfield. And so we shared
a delightful walk of fellowship through
the Suffolk countryside, catching up on
each other’s lives and efforts to live as
green Christians. As we walked into the
grounds I was struck by how different
the place looked since my last visit in
the autumn. Ringsfield had undergone a

“greening”. The trees and flowers and
birds were displaying for us (in Chris
Walton’s words) “the abundant,
fecundity of nature”. 

True to form, the welcome from Chris
and Ros was warm, generous and
accompanied by an amusing story of a
child. Horace, a boy who lives with his
family at Ringsfield, had recently built a
raised vegetable bed for us and other
visitors to Ringsfield, so that they might
plant, tend and eat with gratitude.
Horace was filled with excitement about
our impending arrival. The people
coming this weekend, he was telling all
with ears to hear, were: GREEN
PEOPLE! People who are actually
green!”

The serious work of the weekend began
with Chris’s talk about the biblical basis
for a community rule or way of life.
Community is what the Word is about.
What, Chris asked, should be the
character of a community of the Word?
In the Old Testament, after the garden,
we are given a series of rules. These
are rules of Attention and
Resistance. This is exemplified in the
model of economic and social justice

presented in the concept of Jubilee or
year of release (Deuteronomy 15.1-18).
Every seven years at the Jubilee, all
debts are cancelled. Attention is given
to the gift of the land for the needs of
all in the community and to resistance
against self-centred inclinations.

The New Testament then gives us not
only a vision of a coming kingdom of
God, but it makes it clear that this
kingdom has come. We have been
brought into the kingdom (Colossians
1.13) that is not here or there but is in
our midst (Luke 17.21). As green
Christians we are therefore called to
live imagining the kingdom of God is
here and now among us, with all that
this implies.

A Rule or Green Christian Way of
Life

George Dow gave us the rationale
behind the setting of an optional rule for
Green Christian members. He defined a
‘rule’ as a disciplined way of life based
on principles. The four disciplines of the
proposed ‘Green Christian Way of Life’
are:

• Daily prayer and devotions
• Living gently on the Earth
• Public action 
• Accountability

Throughout the weekend there were
opportunities to experience, discuss
and reflect on these four disciplines. We
considered how we could use the Green
Christian monthly prayer diary for daily
prayer and devotion. We looked at
Green Christian resources to support
individuals, groups and Churches, for
example the Nine Ways to Live Gently
on the Earth leaflet (see the Resources
section of GC website). Sandra Dutson
shared with us a wealth of experience
of determined campaigning and public
action. And Deborah Tomkins led a
fascinating practical session in the
gloriously warm May sunshine, where
we planted vegetables in the famous
raised bed built by young Horace. 

The fourth discipline sparked the most
discussion. ‘Accountability’ for some
was a challenging word. Many preferred
us to think of this in terms of
‘encouragement’: not judging but
supporting one another on the way of
discipleship. How to support one

Sowing a new rule
As the Green Christian Way of Life is developed, 
Tim Suiter reports on a weekend spent reflecting on 
this new discipline
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another in meeting our commitments to
living a Green Christian Way of life,
when we are such a widely dispersed
community clearly needs a lot of
thought and development. For me,
though, accountability or
encouragement and support is essential
because we are so dispersed. I made
the most progress in my green
commitments when I was part of an
ecocell 2 group; my walk to Ringsfield
with Tony reminded me of this.

This brings me to the final element of
the weekend that I might propose as a
fifth discipline, that of Fellowship. Time
spent walking, talking, eating and
drinking together was a vital part of our
gathering as “green people”. In this
respect the highlight of the weekend
was the evening’s entertainment we
provided for ourselves. Poetry and
song, music from guitar, bagpipes and
fiddle, humorous stories and writing, all
served to enlighten, entertain and
enrich our relationships. Though rare,
opportunities to break bread and enjoy
each other’s company are crucial. The
better we know each other and the
more fun we have together, the better
we will be at supporting one another as
companions, to live a Green Christian
Way of Life. n

“THE WAY OF LIFE – THE NEXT
STEPS”

At the time of writing this update
(September) this is what is being
planned to occur over the coming
months.

A Way of Life web page will be set
up within the Green Christian site
showing how the Way fits with other
initiatives and providing more details
on each of the four disciplines. For
example, how “companions” might
communicate with each other, how
the “encouragement” discipline might
best work and how people become
sign up as Companions.

A small Working Group will be
established to look at the
development and administration of
the Green Christian Way of Life.     

A conference will be held in London
on Saturday 30 January 2016 (see
back cover).

It promises to be an interesting
journey. Looking forward to taking
our first footsteps together!

George Dow
Tim Suiter is interested in
environmental education

and sustainable food and
lives in south Oxfordshire
where he enjoys country

walks and cycling.
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Migrations
Signals

between a weather satellite

wavering among the steady stars

and seven swans tagged with transmitters,

asleep on a lake in southern Finland.

First light.  They wake,

wheel off the water, beating west,

the Russian Arctic tundra out of mind,

the future, the washy estuaries

of Dyfi, Neb and Ouse.

It’s nothing new. On wing, on foot,

the hungry take to the roads of a restless earth,

in flight from famine, slaughter, war,

on ancient journeys across seas, deserts,

across the latitudes and longitudes.

But this is new, intimate, tracking

the secret flight of a whooper swan.

its heartbeat in my hand

as it homes a thousand miles,

to winter on a lake in Wales.

I fly with it, imagining space

beating with luminous wings:

satellites, angels, souls,

the seven ghosts of Concorde

blowing the firmament,

the world’s roads dark

with human travellers,

each caravan of hunger

a mythic journey to an inn,

in want of shelter, water, bread.

Gillian Clarke 

from A Recipe for Water, Carcanet Press, 2009, with the author's permission
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Surprisingly for a reasonably fertile
island we import 40% of our food
and that percentage is growing.

That “farm fresh” supermarket
dependence is our food Achilles’ heel.
We live just a few days away from
starvation.

I want to suggest that front gardens are
often overlooked (and over-covered!)
food providers. Fronts come in various
shapes and sizes, often slabbed or
bricked as automobile nests. Some are
several yards wide and deep, others
little more than a few square feet often
with little or no vegetation. Human
settlements are customarily on some of
Earth’s most fertile soil. Even those
front car havens are within what William
Cecil, wise Tudor economist, called the
“little land around you”.

Rear gardens are generally more
spacious, private, and less susceptible
to admiration or even scrumping! Yet
unlike productive rears, front gardens
could both contribute food and witness
to our appreciation of that “little land”.
Unfortunately front gardens are now
prime targets of ambitious young males
armed with trucks and paving. In words
of a shiny card recently pushed through
my letter box, they “make your home
better”, with slabs, block pavement,
“Indian sundance patios”, decking and
concrete. What we really need is
together to “roll back the asphalt”,

remove that ground cover, letting rain
infiltrate and life live again.

While removing ground covering it’s
wise to study the prevailing winds.
South, west and east facing fronts,
often protected by the house, can be
pleasantly productive. Salad crops such
as radishes, lettuces, spring onions and
rocket do well. Fruit trees of the prunus,
or plum family flourish even in wind and
partial shade. A fruit recommended for
windy sites is the Worcesterberry
whose vigour includes sharp thorns
when harvested or pruned, and
therefore is good for protective hedges.
Delicious berries reward gloved pickers.
There are other fruits that flourish in
partial shade, which we grow in shady
parts of our rear garden, including red,
white and pink currants, and nabella and
morello cherries.

Borders should be included when
reckoning a garden’s size. I grow four
upright “ballerina” apples on my north
boundary and one in the south. I also
grow soft fruit scattered around the
front, including currants and
gooseberries. My most productive is
red currant Rondom, grown against my
neighbour’s short wall. We enjoy eight
pears in front, all on dwarf root stock,
including Williams Bon Chretien, Jules
Guyot, Louise Bonne, and Clapps, all
cordoned on my east-facing house wall.
Four others grow as dwarf bushes on

the lawn, Marguerite Marillat,
Durondeau, Winter Nelis, and Seckle.

Front garden soils improve with added
kitchen and garden compost, including
leaf mould and litter from the pavements.
“Never walk by an apple core”, my father
taught me, and the same is true for
banana skins. In addition to salad crops,
and at least as important, are some
‘catch sown’ seeds scattered in odd
spaces, for the late winter “hunger gap”
when local food is rare and expensive. A
few favourites are red and golden beets,
kohl rabi, dark kale, and colourful
chards; grow them,and you will discover
that vegetables are beautiful and that
they change as they grow. We grow
them in rotation, a few beets and chard
this year, kale or cabbage the next, then
lettuce or shallots.

It’s helpful to garden organically in a
circular way: what we take from the soil
we return to the soil as compost, so
that the soil gradually improves and
becomes more food-friendly. Not only
kitchen greens but also used water can
be added, at least in drought. Kitchen
water used in cooking can be cooled
and then scattered on a fruit plant. The
same is true of bath or shower water.
One of my borders with its two pears
and two currants, being just outside the
front door, depends exclusively on
reused water from the house. We also
have a rain water butt.

A question often asked is where to get
reliable fruit. In general buy your fruit
from a respected nursery in your own
bioregion. I purchase fruit from the
reputable Deacons on the Isle of Wight;
the fruit comes well packed by mail, the
roots protected in wet straw. For top
fruit, experienced gardeners usually
prefer to buy bare root trees.

To conclude, carefully nurturing edible
crops alongside flowers or shrubs in
your front garden offers both beauty and
delicious food. Like adding a little parsley
to the salad vinegar, just a few changes
can make a distinctive impression. n

Edward P. Echlin is
Honorary Fellow, University
College of Trinity and All
Saints, Leeds, and author
of The Cosmic Circle,
Jesus and Ecology.

The final Frontier
From a neglected patch to a green haven: 
Ed Echlin on making the most of your front garden
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Last night would have been my forty-
first campsite if I had not
succumbed to the welcome at the

Premier Inn at Port Talbot. I’ve been on
the road since just after Easter and it’s
now nearing the end of June. I’ve been
camping as I go and at the time of
writing must have walked well over 500
miles. What started a few years ago as
vague thoughts about a prayer walk
across Wales, has become a pilgrimage
connecting four ancient Christian sites:
Holywell, the island of Bardsey, St
David’s and LLantwit Major. Some,
including myself, have questioned
whether this is a pilgrimage at all as I’m
walking on my own and pilgrimage is
essentially a group activity. But what’s in
a name? Perhaps it’s a prayer trek, a
learning journey or a pilgrimage walk. In
any case, I’m not so alone because
every week or so, my husband faithfully
appears in our camper van. I take a day
off and he brings me useful things like

clean socks and fresh supplies of
porridge oats.

But what of the “green” credentials of
this walk? Being green was not a
particular motivation for this pilgrimage.
When asked “Why?” I‘ve given various
reasons including my interest in Church
history, being a Christian and that I feel
God leading me to spend a longer time
in prayer. Sometimes I add that I’m
already a long-distance walker and
“lightweight” camper. But there certainly
are green observations and reflections I
could make.

Perhaps the obvious one is that I’m
travelling on foot and using local
services, mainly campsites and village
shops, as I go. I left home, walking out
of my own front door near Abergavenny
in Monmouthshire, just after Easter. My
first day took me over the Black
Mountains to beautiful Llanthony; the

second day took me to the River Wye at
Glasbury. It’s definitely slow travel and I
like to think that my carbon footprint
isn’t too big although the camper van
certainly expands it. Perhaps in future
I’ll manage a similar trip without a
support vehicle.

Being away for this amount of time,
together with my slow walking pace,
has also enabled me to observe the
changing seasons, different landscapes
and habitats in a way that most of us
do not ordinarily manage.  A very sunny
April with cold nights gave me the
opportunity to wake up in temperatures
well below freezing. In a chilly May I
wore winter clothes almost throughout.
I’ve seen the bluebells come and go,
the wild garlic arrive and the cow
parsley grow tall. My ears have also
thrilled to the sound of the dawn chorus
and the call of the cuckoo.  My
knowledge of the natural world is really

A grand tour
Anne Hayward’s reflections from a pilgrimage around Wales

Snowdonia from Criccieth Castle
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very slight but I like to think that my
appreciation of it has grown. 

But what of the less obvious green
aspects of my pilgrimage? A few people
along the way have remarked how small
my pack is for someone who is carrying
all they need for a week or so at a time
barring a few food purchases. I have a
brilliant 36-litre pack and my tent
conveniently straps on the bottom of
this. I estimate it all weighs about 10-11
kilos. This is quite a weight for me (I’m
not exactly Mrs Universe) but packing a
bag like this does make you think about
what you really need. This clearly has
parallels with life as a whole. How much
do we acquire and why? Would we feel
less burdened if we accumulated fewer
things?

I have also enjoyed the “communality”
of life around me. I’ve seen people
involved in ordinary occupations in a
fresh light: from the dangers faced by
forestry workers to research into bee-
keeping and the time spent by elderly
people walking dogs on the sea-front. I
hope I’m gaining insights into the
demands and joys of other people’s
lives. It’s also lovely to be able to chat
about what I’m doing; walking alone as
a middle-aged woman provides lots of
opportunities to share a little bit of my
life and faith too. In fact, I pray for
significant conversations as I walk.

In the last day or so, I’ve walked past
the huge smoking steelworks at Port

Talbot and on my pilgrimage I’ve not
wanted to shut out the obviously man-
made, the ugly and the polluting.  Of
course it’s been lovely to see the
natural world in all its glory: the large
number of seals on the North Wales
coast, the vast sand-dunes at Kenfig
and the boulder-strewn Wye above
Builth Wells. But it would be wrong not
to reflect on my own use of steel, my
own requirement for a steady supply of
water from a drowned valley and my
own use of products from vast conifer
plantations.

I’ve also seen a little of the challenge of
transforming what has been an
industrial landscape into something that
can be restored and enjoyed now and in
the future. A week ago, I was walking
through the stunning coastal park that

A by-way in the Black Mountains

Hospitality in a Vale of Glamorgan church
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Adders’ nest in this churchyard

runs for miles in what were industrial
areas around Llanelli. Previously I’d
crossed the River Ystwyth and an
information board described the
considerable progress that has been
made in reducing pollutants from old
lead and zinc mines. As Christians we
can, of course, work and pray to
encourage the restoration of habitats
and, just as importantly, the sustainable
prosperity of local areas. We can

rejoice in the power of nature and the
possibilities for renewal.

But what I consider most “green” about
my pilgrimage is that I took time out, a
sabbatical even. Having been able to
take early retirement from teaching, I
set aside three months for this trip. In a
world where being busy is almost a
status symbol, this felt surprisingly
easy. I was also in some very small way

trying to share the lives of those who
don’t have much or even nothing at all.
In one church on the North Wales coast
I saw an appeal to raise money to send
an emergency kit to be used by a
refugee family in Nepal. The kit included
a simple but large tent, cooking
utensils, a stove, water-purifying
equipment and activities for children. It
struck me that these kits were not
unlike the contents of my backpack,
except that I was doing this out of
choice.

Living out of a backpack for three
months isn’t everyone’s cup of tea but
I’m already thinking of another one for
next year, perhaps Llanthony to
Lindisfarne if anyone’s interested. n

Kiosk library in Nantmel

Anne Hayward is a retired
RE teacher and a Reader

in the Church of Wales.
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Audrey Bryant 
An extraordinary life celebrated

The school of life that teaches hard and long,
If I play truant, and I sometimes try,
The work’s undone. But play I must and sing
For only thus we have the power to fly.1

A measure of the largeness of Audrey’s warm-hearted personality is that at
her passing there were two services, the first near her family in Walgrave,
Northants, and another in Cornwall for the interment, near her beloved
Polruan. Her daughter Suzanna wrote: “Audrey died happily and peacefully in
her sleep on April 10th at her favourite time of day, 5.15am, just as the sun
rises ... She is now free to embrace her new adventure beyond death, with
all the energy she threw into her life.”

Audrey’s life began in Polruan, and continued in Hampshire; she studied art in Winchester, where she met Terry.
Upon marrying in 1952, they worked their way around America for three years before setting up home in Walgrave,
where they raised their four children in a welcoming home filled with creativity. Here she became involved in various
Church activities, set up and managed the Kettering Volunteer Bureau, and established two hostels for the
homeless.

When environmental concern was of little interest to the Church, Audrey joined the Green Party, standing in the
European elections in 1984, 1989 and 1994. On the first of these she boldly labelled herself a ‘Christian for the
Greens’ candidate, while in the 1989 election she polled 21% of the vote. Always wholehearted, her faith in Christ
informed everything she did and inspired her to step out of the ordinary.

Meeting other Christians at an Ecology (now Green) Party meeting in 1981, she helped set up the Christian Ecology
Group (later Christian Ecology Link and now Green Christian). Along with Judith Pritchard, Tim Cooper, Roger
Shorter and other pioneers, Audrey attended the inaugural conference at Ammerdown in 1982 and contributed a
chapter to God’s Green World, its first publication. Audrey’s was entitled The Feminine Element: this was a time
when ecofeminism was emerging and women peace protestors at Greenham Common were regularly in the news.
She also wrote two poems that appeared in the publication.

Co-founder and Green Christian trustee Tim Cooper observed “Audrey and I served together as Joint National Co-
ordinators of Christian Ecology Link from its foundation for well over a decade. We came from different traditions –
Audrey’s Christian beliefs were inclusive and liberal whereas I began life within an evangelical Church – but we
learnt a lot from each other and the partnership helped CEL to engage people and groups from different corners of
the Church … Audrey was inspirational to me in her Christian faith, combining a strong intellect with wisdom and
passion.” 

Other early CEL committee members and friends have also spoken of her deeply inspiring, cheerful and
encouraging nature, of a gentle yet strongly persuasive woman with a profound sense of creativity and a life-
enriching soul.

Her brother Michael shared this story: “She taught me my favourite proverb: you cannot prevent the birds of
unhappiness flying over your head, but you don't have to let them build nests in your hair. And this is how I
remember Audrey, with a provocative twinkle in her eye and an affectionate smile on her face.” 

In her poem The Long View: Return to Polruan, Audrey described ‘the long view holding the past and the present
as one”.1 Thank you, Audrey, for giving us that perspective, which enables us share the long view with you. n

Euan McPhee
Footnote: 1. The Long View, Audrey Theodosia Bryant, 2006, Parica Publishing, Polruan.
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In May, I had the privilege of joining
delegates from across East and
Central Africa at a conference

designed to help participants develop
environmental initiatives in their own
countries. Organised by the Lausanne
Movement and held near Nairobi,
Kenya, the conference was one of
several others organised following a
global consultation in November 2012.
Delegates came from South Sudan,
Malawi, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda,
Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC),
Ethiopia, Kenya and Madagascar.

There were fantastic case studies of
environmental care as holistic mission,
covering topics as diverse as urban
waste management in Rwanda, an
indigenous forestry project by Care for
Creation Kenya and a project on bio-
sand filters being delivered in
Kampala, by A Rocha Uganda.

African Church leaders, academics and
environmentalists offered different
perspectives: theological, scientific,
practical and economic. For example,
Kenyan scientist Dr Stella Simiyu gave
an overview of the impact of
environmental degradation in East and
Central Africa, Dr Jesse Mugambi from
the University of Nairobi stressed the

importance of political advocacy in
addressing environmental issues and
Prof. Eric Aseka of the International
Leadership University, Kenya, spoke
on sustainable economics and Dennis
Tongoi (CMS Africa), on the necessity
for worldviews that motivate and
empower communities.

It was interesting to compare priorities
and emphases shown here in East and
Central Africa with the concerns of
Western Churches and theologians.
For example, no one here raised
climate change denial as a problem in
Churches, seminaries or society; with
so many local examples, it seems the
impact of climate change is too
obvious to be questioned. The issue of
consumerism, and reducing or stalling
economic growth, did not feature
either, the focus tending to be on how
environmental protection and
economic development are interlinked
issues.

Many speakers, particularly those from
rural areas, gave striking examples
from their childhoods of traditional
practices of environmental
preservation carried out by their
parents, especially their mothers. This
highlighted a role for the African

Churches in ensuring that these skills
and practices are passed on,
especially as the younger generations
become more urbanised and
disconnected from the environment
like their Western counterparts.

Environmental conflict, and the role of
Christians as peace-builders, was also
very relevant. As a result of colonial
powers dividing up the map of Africa,
without taking into account traditional
tribal boundaries that had more
naturally mirrored resource zones,
natural resources are now often
shared across national boundaries. For
example, timber and water taken from
the DRC by the Ugandan government
incites resentment from the
Congolese, but this conference
provided opportunity for dialogue
between members of those two
nationalities about the issue, eventually
leading to a publicly voiced apology by
the Ugandan delegates and
forgiveness from the Congolese.

There was significant post-colonial
sentiment and critical analysis of
inherited theology from the West,
especially criticism of theology that
has contributed to environmental
degradation. Despite this, a number of
similarities between African and
Western ecotheology were evident,
including a call to work together
across denominational boundaries in
tackling so large a problem. Also, the
need to re-affirm the link between the
spiritual and the practical working out
of faith in all areas, including the role
of Church leadership in political
advocacy to address Creation care
issues.

Deep theological questions stem from
the economic disparity between Africa
and the West and the impact of this on
competition for environmental
resources. A young Congolese man
asked: “Why should we suffer for the

Out of Africa
Amy Ross finds different perspectives, but a common purpose, at the Lausanne
conference on Creation Care and the Gospel for East and Central Africa

Trees planted with purpose (see right)
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Plant With
Purpose
Heather Tomlinson

In the West, we often think about the
consequences of environmental
destruction for the future – not the

present. We can see a crisis looming,
but generally we are cushioned from its
effects, due to our wealth. But on the
ground in the developing world the
effects are very much evident right now
for many of the poorest people, who
eke out a tiny living on a small plot of
land. For farmers on the breadline, a
small change in rainfall or soil fertility
has a massive impact on their lives. I
saw this first-hand when I travelled to
Tanzania with Plant With Purpose
(www.plantwithpurpose.org), a Christian
NGO that sees environmental
restoration at the heart of development,
and teaches sustainable agriculture as
the foundation of a better life and also
worship to God.

The effects of deforestation are very
clear here. In areas of Tanzania where
the forest has been protected and tree
planting has taken place, the soil is rich
and brown, the climate cooler, and
locals report more rain. Elsewhere,
there are vast fields of monoculture
using large-scale farming techniques,
which expose a burnt, bright orange
soil, depleted of nutrients. In the worst
areas, this degraded soil will not grow
anything, and has been abandoned.

Plant With Purpose (PWP) works with
local Churches to reverse environmental
damage, by planting trees and providing
information about organic and
sustainable agriculture, often reviving
traditional methods. These techniques
have immediate benefits for rural
farmers, being cheaper and less
dangerous, as well as avoiding the
ticking time bomb of soil erosion that
monoculture and pesticide use can
introduce.

At the Kokirie Church in Marangu, the
church’s compound has been used as a
demonstration site for PWP. It
demonstrates polyculture and

companion planting, both methods that
discourage pests, mimic nature and
increase yield. This also means that the
farmers are less reliant on one crop. 

Other techniques taught include using
home-made compost and home-grown
natural insecticides. Planting trees
means that they have a renewable
source of firewood, as well as potential
crops from avocado, tree tomatoes and
pears. Trees also improve soil fertility,
contribute to better local water
availability and shade the ground from
the searing sun. For these farmers,
organic sustainable agriculture is
already bringing tangible benefits, for
example, as local water sources
improve and growing becomes easier. 

Plant with Purpose aims to work with
the community’s faith outlook. Working
in primarily Christian communities –
though more than willing to work with
anyone – the core reason for
environmental care is because this is
tending God's Creation and providing
for future generations. They work with
local Churches to teach about creation
care theology. In Churches you will hear
pastors preach on planting trees and
considering the environment as part of
their discipleship. “No trees, no life,”
said the pastor in the sermon we heard
one Sunday.

It’s a vital message, and a war cry in
the battle between the green, lush,
fertile land and the bright orange fields
of monoculture. The future livelihood of
these communities may depend on it. n

Amy Ross is completing a
Masters degree in

international development
and has run courses on

sustainable living for
Cambridge Carbon

Footprint.

Heather Tomlinson is a
freelance journalist. She
blogs about simple living

and Christian faith at
www.heathersmag.

wordpress.com

sake of others far away?” He was
referring to limitations put on the
consumption of natural resources that
can make life harder for the poor. For
example, threatened state forests that
play a vital role in absorbing global
carbon emissions are now being
protected, but this can also lead to
women not being able to harvest
wood-fuel for cooking. On the other
hand, I thought of Europeans
responding to asylum seekers and
economic migrants arriving en masse,
who may well ask themselves the
same question: “Why should we suffer
(share our limited jobs and resources)
for the sake of others from far away?”

Climate change affects every person
on the planet because natural
resources must be shared on a global
scale. Just as my work in the UK
involves helping people to understand
why they should deny themselves
things they sometimes take for
granted for the sake of others “far
away”, so too theologians and leaders
in the global South must explore what
these issues mean in their own
communities. Here we can follow the
example of Christ, who suffered the
most for the sake of others “far away”.
The challenge is in the dialogue and
exposure of levels of suffering. Is it a
question of having the “rights” to
access resources or having the
“responsibility” of caring for and
preserving them?

During my time in Nairobi, I was
encouraged by evidence of
constructive international dialogue
within the world Church, which can be
especially powerful when conducted
with understanding and forgiveness. It
requires courage and sacrifice to really
address these issues, but if we can do
so as the global Church we will be in a
position to assist the rest of the world
struggling with these increasingly
pertinent questions. n

Church compound with polyculture beds
and beehive under the eaves
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Environment and population: 
should population growth be of concern to Christians?

David Atkinson

Some people say that worries about
population are overblown: technology
will ensure enough food for everyone.
Others, despairingly, say the opposite:
we are on course for major global
catastrophe, mass starvation and
increasing violence in the struggle for
diminishing resources. In his book,
Population 10 Billion: the coming
demographic crisis and how to survive
it, Professor Danny Dorling of Oxford
University gives a more measured view.
He predicts a population rise to
between nine and 10 billion people by
2100, for which current food
production and energy supplies simply
cannot cope. This is confirmed by the
recent United Nations report which says
that it is “almost inevitable” that the
number of people on the planet will rise
from 7.3 billion today to 9.7 billion in
2050, and possibly up to 12.5 billion
by 2100. Increasing population means

increasing demand on finite resources
of food and energy, loss of rainforests,
increasing CO2 emissions, and
damaging effects from industrial
agriculture. It also has an increasingly
destructive impact on other creatures,
leading to a high rate of extinctions and
loss of biodiversity. 

Will population stabilise?
However, Dorling envisages that world
population is likely to stabilise towards
the end of this century. If we were to
stay at current fertility rates, he says,
the world population in 2100 would be
28.6 billion people (four times higher
than today) with any hope of sustainable
life for humanity long gone before that
figure were reached. On the other hand,
if we work to reduce fertility rates, the
world population could peak at around
8.3 billion around the turn of the
century, and then gradually decline to

about 6.8 billion. This would make a
more secure, healthier and more
sustainable world. 

Although world population is currently
growing (by a city the size of
Birmingham every five days), the fertility
rate is actually going down, especially
in the developed world. In fact, the
peak in the world birth rate was some
time in the 1990s, so there is a huge
bulge in the number of people in their
late teens and early twenties who are
still to have their families. Also, people
are living longer, infant mortality rates
are lower, there is a reduction in deaths
from malaria and HIV/AIDS, so at the
moment the population is still growing.
But fertility rates are being reduced,
even in parts of the developing world,
largely through education leading to
economic growth and less need for
large families. 
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Fertility and environmental impact
We should not immediately think,
however, that reduction in fertility rates
solves our environmental crisis. The link
between fertility and, for example,
climate impact is complicated. The
lowest fertility areas of the world tend
to be the wealthiest, with the highest
consumption of fossil fuels and other
resources, and the highest impact on
climate change. High fertility areas tend
to be the poorest parts of the world
with the smallest “ecological footprint”,
and which have done least to damage
the environment through industrial
pollution. We cannot make an easy
equation, therefore, between population
change and environmental impact. 

Many factors, social as well as
religious, affect population growth
rates. As Jeffrey Sachs argues in The
Age of Sustainable Development, “there
is good reason to believe that lower
fertility rates would be the truly
preferred choice of most households if
they have affordable and convenient
access to family planning; education for
their girls; child survival; decent jobs
and the absence of discrimination for
women.” Smaller families would result,
for example, from helping girls stay in
school rather than marrying young,
from solar lanterns enabling young
people to study in the evenings in some
poor villages, and from wider availability
of contraceptives. All this could
enhance the liberation of women,
especially, and men too, in making
responsible choices about parenthood.
The global impact could be huge, not
least in poverty reduction.

The question of justice
However, even if population growth
stabilises in decades to come, there is
still an urgent problem about the
present and the immediate future: the
problem of justice, of equality and
equitable sharing of the Earth’s
resources. Populations are deeply
affected by the larger economic forces
that determine patterns of
consumption. In 2014, the richest 85
people on the planet owned as much as
the poorest half of humanity. And that
year, the world’s “ultra-rich”,

1
who make

up 0.2% of the world’s population,
owned 72.6% of the world’s wealth. By
contrast, in Zambia in 2010, 74% of
the population was still living below the
$1.25 poverty line. The gap between
the rich and the poor is growing. That
is not just. 

Professor Dorling is right to say, “If
greed prevails, we’re probably
doomed.” From a Christian perspective
we are talking about loving our
neighbour. The First Epistle of John
understands “neighbour love” in terms
of justice: “Anyone who does not do
justice is not of God, nor are those who
do not love their brothers and sisters
… How does God’s love abide in
anyone who has the world’s goods and
sees a brother or sister in need, and
yet refuses help?” (1 John 3: 10,17). 

The Pope’s Encyclical
In his recent magnificent Encyclical,
Laudato Si, Pope Francis called for a
radical change of lifestyle in the
developed world, for a return to
simplicity. “We know how unsustainable
is the behaviour of those who
constantly consume and destroy, while
others are not yet able to live in a way
worthy of their human dignity”. 

The Pope was criticised, however, in
that although he rightly linked issues of
poverty, availability of Earth’s
resources, sustainable development
and the damage caused by extreme
consumption with the need for
responsible care for God’s Earth, he
considers population growth as “fully
compatible” with “an integral and
shared development”. However, as
discussed above, that is decreasingly
the case. More importantly, he was
criticised for not addressing the issue
of voluntary birth control. Many of us

Footnote: 
1. Individuals who own more than US$ 1
million in investment wealth. In 2014,
together they owned US$56.4 trillion (World
Bank figures). 

wish the Roman Catholic Church were
not committed to the view that every
“marriage act” should be “open to the
transmission of life” (Pope Paul VI,
Humane Vitae, 1968), but rather
understood sexual relationships in the
context of a whole life-covenant under
God, within which human responsibility
for planned parenthood is undertaken. 

Another Christian view
Family planning expert, John Guillebaud,
has long urged the Church to take
seriously the need for voluntary
contraception as essential for
environmental sustainability. Not only
must we reduce consumption per
person, and devise better technology,
but we must also have fewer humans
doing the consuming. God’s mandate to
“fill the Earth” cannot mean “overfill” it
or “dominate it and exploit it all you
wish”. He is rightly against any coercive
approach to contraception but says
Christians need to be in the forefront of
campaigns for reproductive health and
voluntary family planning. 

I agree, not only because of population
size in the future, but just as
importantly because of the calling to
love our neighbour through working for
justice now. I believe that the
environmental agenda and the
development agenda need to be
thought through together, and we need
to include voluntary contraception as
part of the quest for sustainability. n

Dr David Atkinson is
Assistant Bishop in the

Diocese of Southwark, has
served on the board of
Operation Noah and is

author of Renewing the
Face of the Earth:

theological and pastoral
responses to climate

change, Canterbury Press,
2009.
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Reconciliation conjures many different
pictures. Pictures of healing, recovery,
cleansing – but also conflict, pain,
dissonance. When St Paul writes “if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation”, he adds “in Christ, God was
reconciling the world to Himself...and
entrusting the message of reconciliation
to us. So we are ambassadors for
Christ…” (2 Corinthians 5: 17, 19-20).
Woven through these lines is the
enduring mystery of reconciliation,
whether worldly or eternal.

To be reconciled to God is to be most
truly ourselves – but from this wholly
new perspective. This is the one lasting

Paths of Reconciliation
Isobel Murdoch shares the latest developments from groups across the country

reconciliation, which depends on our
response and which allows freedom –
but the freedom of following by faith. As
believers, we bear God’s message of
the need for reconciliation to the world
– and as green Christians we seek to
see all Creation reconciled, to see the
world reconciled to God in new ways of
living, to see spiritual growth rather than
economic growth.

Entrusted as we are with so bold a
gospel, campaigning locally and
nationally is one powerful way of seeing
with a different perspective, and this
year has seen many opportunities. As
election fever grew in May, Churches

Together in Hereford organised a
hustings event, which was the
inspiration of the Hereford Green
Christian local group. All parties were
represented, and the event was chaired
by the Bishop of Hereford.

Then in June came the national lobby of
MPs at the Houses of Parliament.
Members of the GC group from St Ives
Free United Reformed Church in
Cambridgeshire attended the lobby,
publicising the event beforehand in the
local media and subsequently with the
national URC. The Lincoln GC local
contact attended with a group from
Transition Lincoln, and Christians from
Reading, some from the Reading GC
group, were also there. Predictably,
some MPs responded more positively
than others.

With the autumn, the goals have shifted
to December’s UNFCCC talks in Paris.
Hereford GC is planning a talk on
climate change. Two members of
Shrewsbury’s GC addressed this
autumn’s two-day Church environment
conference at Coventry Cathedral,
organised for Christians to share tales
of hope before the UNFCCC talks. One
of the Shrewsbury group members will
be talking about community awareness
and eco-congregation.

Also inspired by the Paris talks is the
highly entertaining and thought
provoking climate change themed
drama Baked Alaska, by the theatre
company Riding Lights. This has been
touring the country and GC groups in
Milton Keynes, Hampshire and
Shropshire have organized and
promoted performances. The show will
continue to run at venues in Northern
England and Scotland this month,
finishing on 29th November in Brighton.  

Nor are lobbying and campaigning
limited to the national and the secular;
they are also needed on a local level,
and within the Church. A Green Christian
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local contact in Hampshire is a member
of his Church council, deanery synod
and Churches Together – real
opportunities to publicise GC’s mission
and work. Could you do this? And the
Lincoln local contact has organised a
meeting with the area bishop (who has
special responsibility for environmental
matters), to discuss questions like
disinvestment and Joy in Enough.

The Clun group held another of their
successful annual Green Weekends, this
year on the theme of water as a finite
and limited resource, with a Freecycle
morning held in aid of the charity
WaterAid. The group also enjoyed an
outing to a local 12-acre organic farm,
which is planning to replace fossil fuel
dependence with horsepower, using a
cultivator more commonly seen in the
developing world.

Another outing saw the Hereford group
go to the Herefordshire Growing Point,
situated in Holme Lacy agricultural
college. The Growing Point provides
horticultural therapy onsite for the
mentally and physically disabled,
alongside outreach to local care homes.

Gardening was one common theme
during my calls this time. In Clifton in

Bedfordshire, an enjoyable open
gardens event was held in the village,
with plants and produce on sale from
local growers and farm shops. Teas
were served in the churchyard, which
the GC group maintains for wildlife with
regular working parties. A GC local
contact in Worcestershire is active as a
Master Composter for the local council,
attending events to publicise the
benefits of composting. And the theme
of the Diocese of Norwich’s stand
during the Royal Norfolk Show, manned
partly by members of the Environment
Group, was gardens and environment.
The Norwich Diocese Environment
Group also contributed to a conference
on Caring for God’s Acre. 

The Green Party MEP Molly Scott Cato
will be talking to Cheltenham’s local
group, whose leader will soon be
addressing a Church group on Pope
Francis’s environmental encyclical. The
new Bristol group, begun to mark the
city’s year as European Green Capital,
held a prayer walk in a local park, and
is trying to publicise the LOAF campaign
in city Churches. Another group
promoting LOAF is St Ives, which held
a LOAF tea in the nearby village of
Fenstanton following worship on the
theme of trees.

The Lincoln local contact is teaching
regular sustainability courses at Lincoln
College. The Milton Keynes group
recently toured their local IKEA branch,
which is housed in an eco-friendly
building, with biomass heating,
rainwater harvesting and some 6,000
solar panels. So many different ideas,
different ways of walking paths of
reconciliation.

Here in 2 Corinthians, as in his other
letters, St Paul in no way hides, ignores
or closes his eyes to the struggles and
complexities of seeking to be
reconciled to God in an alien world (as
in 4: 8-10 and 6: 8-10). We bear the
message with which we are entrusted
to a world where the very idea of sin is
lost to relativism, and we bear the
ecological message to a world still in
thrall to a very different perspective.

The message of reconciliation we bear
has consequences: we are only
reconciled as we follow, as we seek to
be realigned to God’s will. And the
mystery of reconciliation is rooted in the
cross – a death transformed to new life,
a life in which Jesus bears still the
nailmarks of the cross, but a life in
which they have lost their power.
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Grandparent power in Bristol

Asilent procession to remember all
people killed by climate
changetook place in Bristol on 25

July. Arranged by Grandparents for a
Safe Earth, the procession combined
remembrance of people killed
worldwide and solidarity with their
communities. City centre banks were
visited with a letter to the CEO asking
them to make a pledge to disinvest
from coal, and radically to increase
investments in renewables and energy
efficiency.

It was a dignified procession, carrying,
in silence, a coffin and flowers, the
latter being placed outside each bank.
It ended with a die-in to represent those
killed. See
https://network23.org/gfase/ouractions/
for videos of this event.

The Way and ecocell day in January
There is a GC Way of Life meeting open
to all on 30 January 2016 at St
Aloysius RC Church, 20, Phoenix Road,
Euston, NW1 1TA starting at 10am and
followed by the ecocell workshop in the
afternoon. 

GC Retreat 2016
Green Christian Retreat, Noddfa Centre,
North Wales, 10-12 June 2016. The
weekend will be led by Keith Hebden.
Keith is a priest, author and activist in
the Anglican Diocese of Southwell and
Nottingham. He writes and teaches on
Christian anarchism, spiritual activism,

nonviolence and the Transition
movement. Booking forms are on our
website, or phone our Information
Officer for a hard copy. Come to both
or either event.    

Get your new GC T-shirts
Green Christian T-shirts are now
available for £12 plus £1.50 p&p.
Choose a colour from white, grey,
moss green or light blue in sizes
medium, large or extra large. To order,
please contact Amy Willshire, GC
Information Officer
info@greenchristian.org.uk 
Tel: 0845 459 8460.

The Nature of God’s Acre
The Nature of God’s Acre is a booklet
written by Green Christian member and
Chichester Rural Officer Mark Betson
with wildlife expert Miles King. It
explores how parishes value nature in
their churchyards and how the presence
of wildlife affects the spirituality of
these ancient, hallowed places. 175
people from 26 communities
contributed to the book and there are
sections on every Sussex parish which
took part, including some magical
personal accounts by parishioners’
experiences of the nature of their
churchyards and the spiritual
importance to them personally. Copies
of The Nature of God’s Acre cost £5
and are available from
www.booksalive.co.uk 

Fossil Fuels Divestment – Good
News?
Over the last few months Green
Christian members have been active in
the Church fossil fuel divestment
campaign which has been promoted by
Operation Noah’s Bright Now campaign.
There has been some progress towards
the goal of getting Churches to stop
seeking to profit from climate change
through fossil fuel investments.

In March, the Church of England
announced it was divesting £12 million
from coal and tar sands companies,
deeming these companies to be
incompatible with the needed transition
to a low-carbon economy. However, 
the majority of its fossil fuel holdings
are retained.

The main thrust of the CofE Climate
Change Policy adopted by General
Synod in July is to continue to hold,
and profit from, fossil fuel investments.
The stated aim is to engage more
intensively with those companies in
which they are invested that make a
significant contribution to global
greenhouse gas emissions (such as
fossil fuel producers, electricity
generation utilities, large energy users,
and producers of energy-intensive
products) to encourage them to assist
in the transition to a low carbon
economy’.

It does include a provision to “divest,
after appropriate engagement, from
companies … that the National
Investing Bodies consider are not taking
seriously their responsibilities to assist
with the transition to a low carbon
economy”.

Shortly after the policy was adopted by
General Synod, Royal Dutch Shell, in
which the CofE has substantial
investments, started to drill for oil in the
Chukchi Sea north of Alaska. As the
drilling started, Archbishop of
Canterbury and ex-oil company
executive Justin Welby was quoted as
saying, “The areas that I would be
particularly concerned about are areas
like Arctic drilling because of the high
risk of what happens with a blowout
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and the extreme risk to the environment
in those circumstances.”

Green Christian members, particularly
those who are Anglicans, might be
interested in asking a bishop or the
CofE Ethical Investment Advisory Group
how they think the policy of
engagement is going! Shell have
abandoned their arctic drilling
operations because they did not find
the quantities of oil they had hoped for
and, we are told, because of the bad
publicity they received.

The Methodist Church published a
similar policy the same month, in which
they stated they “may” divest from
some coal and tar sands companies. At
the Methodist Conference this year, a
motion was successfully raised calling
on the Church to complete divestment
from coal and tar sands by 2017. This
motion was passed with overwhelming
support, with no votes against.

These limited divestment decisions
follow recent commitments from the
Lutheran World Federation and
Episcopal Church in the US to fully
divest from coal, oil and gas. These
Churches join dozens of others
divesting around the world, including
the Church of Sweden, the World
Council of Churches and the Uniting
Church in Australia. In the UK, the
Quakers in Britain and the United
Reformed Church (URC) of Scotland
have also divested.

Bright Now is the Church fossil fuel
divestment campaign run by Operation
Noah which continues to call for the
Church of England and the Methodist
Church to “Divest The Rest”. The
reasons why Bright Now think the policy
of engagement with oil and gas
companies is doomed to failure are set
out in a new report, Otherwise
Engaged, that can be found online at
bit.ly/1O1dfLk

If you would like to get involved with the
Bright Now campaign or find out more,
visit www.brightnow.org.uk

PRAYERS

Pilgrim prayer

Dear Lord, 
You called your disciples 
To follow in your way: 
You are the Way The Truth and the Life 
And so we come, 
Seeking to follow In your footsteps.

Creator of the Earth,
As we journey
Help us to walk lightly,
Treasuring the world
You have given us
And cherishing each other.

And grant, we pray
That our walk
May be part of your plan
To care for Creation
Seeking climate justice
And the coming of your Kingdom
On Earth as it is in heaven.

Pray & Fast for the Climate

www.prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk

Prayer for leaders and politicians

Father, we pray for you to raise up a generation of leaders with the courage to
take responsibility for our changing climate, and the part we have played in it.

Father, we intercede for our politicians and leaders – cause them to act in the
best interests of all nations today, and all peoples’ in the future, in order to avoid
catastrophic changes. Father, we ask for a generation of leaders who will be
willing to act justly so that those who have contributed so little to the problems we
are facing, and have fewer resources with which to face it, are not left to shoulder
our burden.

Father, we ask for you to fill the hearts of all who lead rich nations – give them
your mercy and compassion on poor countries already suffering the effects of a
changing climate.

Lord, in your mercy, lead our leaders to truth, and transformation

www.thesanctuarycentre.org/whereworldandworshipmeet
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Christian
Animism

By Shawn
Sanford Beck
May 2015 
Christian
Alternative
52 pages
ISBN 978-
1782799658

Christian Animism by Shawn Sanford
Beck is a short but nevertheless very
important book and, to my knowledge,
the first to focus on this important way
of thinking.

Beck is an Anglican priest who works in
the diocese of Saskatchewan, Canada as
a theological educator. He lives “off grid”
on a small organic farm and is the
founder of the Ecumenical Companions
of Sophia. In his introduction, Beck
admits that some will consider Christian
Animism to be a crude syncretism or
even a blasphemous oxymoron.
Nevertheless, he well knows that many
people are discovering Christian Animism
as a refreshing spiritual perspective, and
an essential understanding of the
Christian faith. 

However, this book is not only for
Christians, it is also for all with an Earth-
focused spiritual understanding Shawn
recognises that the implications of

connecting with nature in the way that
Christian Animism invites us to do can be
a little scary. But many other cultures
have embraced this spirituality for
millennia, and it is in no way incompatible
for convicted believers in the Way of
Christ Jesus.

Shawn starts by defining Christian
Animism, as “a worldview which sees
spirit as the ‘interiority’ of matter, rather
than its dualistic opposite … a concept
which sees the natural world as sentient,
personable and very much alive. It helps
us to experience and understand each
created entity … as a person, someone
to whom we are related.” He then notes
the potential areas of opposition, and
examines the implications of walking this
path. Having laid these foundations,
Shawn takes us through a very personal
reflection on the main influences that
have shaped his own journey towards
Christian Animism: neo-paganism,
Buddhism, Native American spirituality,
the inspiring apocalyptic visions of 1
Enoch, and Celtic Christianity. 

The final section is entitled “Spirits of the
Land”, with a call to cultivate a
relationship with the spirits of nature.
Quoting Walter Wink, Beck identifies
these spirits as the outer and inner
expressions of nature – an understanding
that requires a new “integral” worldview
that is holistic and infused by the Spirit.
From here he moves on to reflect on the
practice of communion and
communication with other life forms
spirit-to-spirit: sensitive, tentative and
enchanting.

I loved the book. Of course it raises
many questions! Though you may
disagree with some of his ideas, that
makes it a great place to start further
discussion, even a vibrant conversation.
The truth is that many Christians are
realising that traditional theological and
spiritual frameworks are simply
inadequate for engaging with the real
issues at the heart of the ecological
crisis. In this accessible and intriguing
read, Shawn Beck is opening the door to
broader possibilities. 

For more on the subject, I also
recommend www.christiananimism.com
and the Facebook Christian Animism
discussion group. 

Noel Moules

Another
Grocer’s
Daughter

By Judith Pritchard
May 2015
Aspect Design
ISBN 978-
1908832726

Towards the end of her life, Judith
Pritchard, one of the founder members
of Christian Ecology Link (now called
Green Christian), started to write a
memoir. It’s an account of a seemingly
ordinary life that was marked by
extraordinary integrity and concern.
Reading it after her death, her children
realised that it deserved to be published
and read more widely. It recalls a life
dedicated to social and political causes,
first locally then further afield. It is also
an account of friendships and faith with
poignant glimpses of everyday joys,
hopes and vulnerabilities. 

Judith’s long life spanned decades of
astounding technological and social
change: she was born in 1921 in a
Cotswold village, with no electricity or
cars and where her father was the village
grocer. She had a happy childhood in a
close-knit community where the rhythm
of life followed the seasons, and was
particularly fortunate in having a wise
and devout mother. She received a first-
class education at the grammar school
in Stroud. Here, the dedicated
headmistress provided spiritual as well
as intellectual guidance, both of which
remained a touchstone during times of
religious questioning in her twenties and
beyond. These influences, combined with
her study of history and then social work
training, were the basis of an unwavering
commitment to pacifism and social
justice. Always thoughtful and
questioning, Judith later extended her
concerns to environmental matters,
reflecting a love of the natural world,
which shines through the book. 

Following her husband’s early death and
as her children grew up, Judith took a
more active role in politics, opting to join
the Green Party where her aptitude for
making friends and for efficient
organisation was put to good use. At an
impromptu prayer meeting at the first
Ecology Party conference, she had the

foresight to collect addresses and so
seeds were sown for the forming of
Christian Ecology Link. Judith was clearly
a woman of courage, grit and
determination, travelling all over the
country by bus and train to take part in
protests, even well into old age. In
describing these environmental and
political campaigns, she evokes the
issues, personalities and events that
shaped a life and an era: CND marches,
blockades at Faslane and Greenham
Common; the rise of Margaret Thatcher
(another grocer’s daughter with very
different views); the start of the Green
movement; and much more. Her
generosity in writing this fascinating
memoir seems typical of a person
anxious to make every talent she
possessed, and every aspect of her life,
count.

Clare Redfern
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The Ethics of
Climatic
Scepticism 

By Martin J.
Hodson & Margot
R. Hodson
Grove Books Ltd
30 pages 
ISSN 1470-854X 

This excellent booklet is packed with
facts and informative references. The
authors outline various views taken on

Reviews and resources 
continued on page 26

Finding Mr
Goldman - A
Parable

by David Rhodes.
SPCK 2015.
978-0-281-
07332-0

St John of the
Cross said: “In the evening of life we
shall be judged on love”, and this is what
Mr Goldman discovers. The essential
message of this modern parable applies
to all times, but for Goldman, living in
the modern world, the global
consequences of his moral failures have
to be faced too.

“And have I made the weather change?”
demanded Goldman angrily. “Is that my
fault too?”

The opening words tell us that this is the
day of Harry Goldman’s death. If only he
had known. But what really caught him
out, as he slowly and painfully came to
realise, was that his whole life had been
based on a false scale of values. There
was his attitude to Sheppard the tramp,
who had been hanging around his
estate. As a latter-day Lazarus, few
scraps ever came Sheppard’s way from
the rich man’s table. Goldman despised
him; similarly he ignored those whose
exploitation made possible his own
comfortable lifestyle.  Yet even as he
abused the loyalty of his butler and
chauffeur, Goldman was carried off with
a sudden heart attack. He woke to find
himself in the presence of a gatekeeper
who introduced himself as Raphael. And
Raphael sent him off on a journey, along
with the tramp who tagged along as an
initially unwelcome companion. 

Here the parable began to feel a bit like
Dante’s Divine Comedy as Goldman is
accompanied by Sheppard into an
Inferno of suffering, and then through
various experiences of Purgatory as he
learns the lessons he had failed to
understand in his Earthly life.  I have to
say that it did feel a bit wooden to me
and creakingly contrived at times. But
then I do have problems with the
assumption that this life is merely a
preparation for the greater reality post-
mortem, which is where our deficiencies
will all be addressed. Still, I admit that

author David Rhodes did keep me
turning the pages. I read it in the
sunshine on a Devon cliff top, and I did
not regret having included it in my
holiday reading. How was it all going to
end?

Finally Goldman chooses to let go of his
possessiveness. So after their long
journey through what did turn out to be
redemption rather than mere
punishment, Goldman and Sheppard
emerge into Paradise. Yet who was
Sheppard actually meant to be? And as
a contemporary parable did it finally
make the points we so urgently need to
face? Personal sin or global
responsibility?  However it’s a good tale
and, as a worthy contemporary take on
a classic Christian genre, it could be a
useful focus for a reading group – or for
any of us to enjoy as light reading, albeit
with some troublingly serious overtones!

Andrew Norman

What in God’s
Name are
you Eating? 
How Can
Christians
Live and Eat
Responsibly
in Today’s
Global Village

by Andrew Francis.
The Lutterworth Press 2014.  
978-0-7188-9381-1

On a personal level the overwhelming
scale of the environmental realities facing
us may well feel completely
disempowering: what could I do that
would really make any difference?  This
book by Andrew Francis might help us
create a vision of a more sustainable
future and provide a manual for some
positive personal initiatives. He begins by
invitingly telling us about some key
experiences years ago as a student
backpacking in Greece and how a radical
ecological commitment has now become
central in his life. An academic and a
poet, he writes accessibly and
encouragingly from his perspective as a
Anabaptist-Mennonite Christian.

A quote from Wendell Berry, “Eating with
the fullest pleasure ... is perhaps the
profoundest enactment of our connection
with the world” forms the basis for this
book, and provides a good reference
point as the reader works through its
suggestions. 

To eat with the fullest pleasure means
that we must “consider both how and
what we are eating as citizens of a
planet with only finite resources,
including food”. Seven chapters cover
some key issues such as water
availability, food miles, animal welfare in
farming, additives and GM crops,
fairtrade food and the importance of
growing our own fruit and vegetables.
The book concludes with a chapter,
“Start Here”, which stresses the need for
change and lists some practical actions
we could take.  

Although we cannot solve this
momentous global crisis in any simple
way neither does Andrew Francis betray
the despair that there is nothing
ultimately that we can do to meet a
challenge of this scale. On the contrary,
the practical actions we can take, one
after the other, are worth it. As this book
consistently reminds us: “Just one step
starts a journey”. Finishing the book I
looked hard at my lunch before me on
the table. After eating with a little more
awareness of the bigger processes that
led to the placing of that food before me
I got up from the table resolving to re-
establish my own rectory vegetable
garden. Aspiration had become
application; that’s exactly what we need
now to carry us forward.

Andrew Norman
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continued from page 25 Urban
Transport

Steve Melia
(2015) 
Urban Transport
Without the Hot
Air: Vol 1
Sustainable
Solutions for 
UK Cities,
UIT Cambridge

You know sustainable transport is an
important issue, but most literature on
transport is about as interesting as the
instructions for filing a tax return. So a
good book on the topic will stand out.
As this book does. No surprise to those
Green Christian readers who heard the
excellent presentation given by Steve
Melia at the 2013 Ecocell workshop.

Part one challenges a number of
commonly held myths on transport.  For
example “The war on the motorist”: fuel
tax is actually decreasing in real terms,
while the much-derided speed cameras
really do reduce road casualties. In
contrast Steve refers to some worrying
pro-motorist media commentary that
scapegoats “out-groups” like cyclists,
claiming “normal” people drive and
don’t cycle or use buses.

Another myth is “Road building and
airports benefit the economy”: again no
evidence to support it. Most of us will
be happy about the debunking of such
myths.  But what about “all we need is
better public transport”.  The evidence
suggests that significant improvements
to bus and train services, on their own,
only lead to tiny reductions in car travel.

Part two looks at policy solutions. Steve
argues that you need clarity on what the
problems are before you come up with
solutions.  His focus is on the quality of
urban living and especially on the
contribution of motorised travel to
climate emissions. Not congestion,
which is virtually an insoluble problem;
besides congestion can actually help
get people out of cars. He is very clear
that sustainable solutions involve a
judicious mix of both traffic restraint
and promotion of alternatives to driving.
Restraint includes physical, legislative
and financial measures. Alternatives
include active travel (walking and

cycling) as well as public transport.

Read Ch 17 for advice on what to do at
the personal level – especially if you are
a campaigner. Limit your focus in your
campaign work, live a balanced life, and
walk the talk. Steve himself refuses to
fly to academic conferences. He
realised that if your work is in the city
you don’t serve the countryside by living
there and commuting. So he moved
from the Devon countryside which he
loves into central Bristol where he can
live without a car.  

Read Ch 16 if you want to influence
urban transport policy, and you want a
good overview of how to restrain the
car and promote the alternatives.  But if
you have a bit more time read the
inspiring case studies in chapters 12 to
15. Continental examples chosen
included Freiburg and its Vauban car-
free district, Groningen, Lyon, Stellwerk
(in Cologne), and Louvain-la-Neuve. UK
examples were London, Brighton,
Cambridge and Bristol.  It is heartening
to see what a good combination of
campaigners, politicians and
professionals can achieve. 

I’d have liked more on the wider societal
factors that are increasing travel
demand, such as employer decisions on
location, company car provision, and
the parental choice agenda in
secondary school provision. Also more
on the car marketing practices that help
create the dominant car culture.  But
that is for another book. This is a good
read in itself.

Tony Emerson           

climate change, specifically
anthropogenic global warming (AGW),
by scientists and the general public.
They then investigate climate
scepticism in the media as well as in
the political and economic spheres. This
is followed by biblical reflection
focussing on Nehemiah, exploring how
this approach can help us in our
response to climate scepticism. 

The authors allude to the difference
between deniers and sceptics of AGM.
Outright deniers claim that climate
change is happening as part of a
natural cycle over which we have no
control. This fatalistic or predestined
view of life is easier to challenge, as
deep down deniers may know the truth
but cannot face the consequences. It is
like Peter denying he knew Jesus when
really he is too scared to admit it and
face the facts! 

Sceptics, on the other hand, are more
slippery customers who may undermine
or minimise the case for AGW. They
may admit some possible truth in it but
doubt that it is serious enough to
warrant urgent action. So sceptics in
political leadership are reluctant to
accept the need for political and
economic action. Western politics is
geared to short-term priorities and so,
because climate change does not
appear to be an immediate threat,
these politicians say they do not need
to act.

The reality of irreversible climate
change and its cumulative effects over
centuries of human industrialisation
could have been given greater
prominence in the booklet. In particular,
the term “probability” in relation to AGW
could have been avoided. In a helpful
online appendix of additional material,
the authors clearly state that the AGW
“debate” is now largely decided and
only a very few genuine climate
scientists would disagree. They also
highlight two good sources that answer
most common climate science
questions (see links below).

David Penney

https://royalsociety.org/policy/projects
/climate-evidence-causes/
http://www.skepticalscience.com/

Green Christian magazine needs
you!

Are you a talented illustrator,
cartoonist or photographer? We're
on the look out for people to help
us make Green Christian magazine
look even more beautiful. If you
think you can help, please email
editor@greenchristian.org.uk with
some examples of your work.
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Roger Wagner, Menorah (1994), The Ashmolean Museum University of Oxford, reproduced by kind permission of the artist.

The alchemy of loss
Roger Wagner’s paintings are works of arresting power and ambiguous purpose. In Menorah the cooling towers of Didcot,
near his home in Oxford, recall the Holocaust and its onslaught on human integrity. Yet the image also speaks with unnerving
insight into the contemporary crisis of climate change. 

Like any people of passion, environmental activists have a mix of motives. One of these, and the hardest to acknowledge, is
grief at the Earth’s diminishment. But if we do not own that loss it will turn against us, in anxiety, burnout and despair. It is
only in befriending our grief that we can find sustainable hope. Hope beyond grief is not a cheap, infantile wish that God will
save us from ourselves. It is courageous and costly, and the road to joy. It can be mistaken for surrender, but it raises us to
become partners with the God of history.

Pope Francis in Laudato Si’ warns of the “technocratic paradigm” with which our society has made its pact. In several of
Roger Wagner’s works power stations seem to do the same, brooding implacably over settings as diverse as a pristine
Edenic landscape or a post-industrial wasteland. But in Menorah, in the midst of raw dismay, love’s redeeming work is
accomplished by the sacrifice interposed in the middle distance. The painting has the effect of a pietà, inviting us to
contemplate and be fortified from the weakness which is our only strength. 

What we have learned about the environmental crisis is not just information. It has changed us, and it will continue to change
us. If, through the alchemy of grief represented here, we accept the change it has wrought in us, it will release us to change
the future which lies ahead.

Paul Bodenham
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The Green Christian Way of Life – 
Finding our Path and Walking Gently Together
St Aloysius Church, 20 Phoenix Road, London NW1 1TA (near Euston station)

Saturday 30 January 2016     11am - 4.30pm

A one day workshop in two parts. 
The morning will be for Way Companions and
anyone who wishes to find out  more, with the

afternoon (from 1pm) being open to all and on a
specific theme particularly relevant to the “Living
Gently” discipline, ie how we might overcome the

psychological barriers to full engagement with
the challenge of climate change. It is hoped to
have a keynote speaker. Further details will be

provided asap through the usual channels –
website, CELink, GC e-News etc.

Celebrating body and soul: 
how our bodies can save the world.
10 -12 June 2016

Noddfa, Penmaenmawr, North Wales.

Some time to reflect on the importance of our bodies as
sites for radical change in ourselves, and in the world
through spiritual practices and “coming home” to ourselves
and all Creation.

Revd Dr Keith Hebden is a parish priest, author and activist
in the diocese of Southwell and Nottingham. He writes and
teaches on Christian anarchism, community organising,
nonviolent resistance and social and environmental justice
issues.

Keith Hebden


