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EDITORIAL Denial

Christian Ecology Link (CEL) is an
interdenominational UK Christian
organisation for people concerned about
the environment. It offers insights into
ecology and the environment to Christian
people and churches and offers Christian
insights to the Green Movement.
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EDITORIAL

Denial ain’t just a river in Egypt
– Rap song
ere we are again offering evidence of
the destruction of our God-given
planet (pp.4-7, 15); offering ways of
resistance and struggle (pp.10,11 and 14,
the centre pages, p.18); offering ways of
strengthening our resolve (pp.8 and 9),
offering the celebration of lives dedicated
to hope (p.19) and resources to inspire and
inform (pp.20-22). What is it all for?
Jonathon Porritt suggests that it is to
oppose the hedonistic spiral, that is,
addictive economic growth (p.5). In this
particular task we can all see the speck in
others’ eyes. But are we still defending the
plank in our own?
When I am criticising the powerful and the
apathetic for being in denial about the
destruction of the planet, maybe it is time
to interrogate myself again to discern
whether I too am, quietly, in denial. In
denial, that is, about the harsh facts of life;
the increasing size of the global population,
the rapidity of the destruction of the rain
forest, and the rising temperature of the
planet, the numbers of babies dying, the
numbers of child slaves, the numbers who
live below the line of poverty, the

H

At the Bottom of the Dark
At the bottom of the dark
I woke to hear the rustling of the curtains of the rain
and a bird singing
Kay Smith (Fiddlehead Poetry Books, 1971)

destruction of species and habitats.
Sometimes denial, even about my own
death. Is it some condition in human
beings, assisted by the politics of
oppression, which allows this not-knowing
to persist? Am I deceiving myself when I say
this is about other people?
When I don’t speak what I know of the
consequences of this hedonistic spiral, I
simply grow old and leave a grossly
depleted earth to the next generation. When
I give the poor and starving no voice and
quietly forget them, the next generation is
being prepared for the next famine. ‘If we
deny our animalness, our shit and death, if

O God, whose heart is broken
by the violence in the human race,
forgive us that we have lacked
the imagination and collective will
to create a warless and sustainable world.
Forgive us for breaking faith
with those who give their lives
for the unconscionable gap between rich and poor,
for corruption and deceit in high places
for the profit gained by destroying other species
for learning so little from the clear signs
of planetary grief and darkness.
In you alone is hope
which can purify the human heart
and set our feet on the path of honesty.
You can do great things in willing hearts.
Break, then, our hardened hearts.
Break them with grief, with tears and memory
in the name of the Prince of Hope.

we refuse to see the cruelties and abuse by
the (multi-nationals), presidents, (fossil fuels)
and sexual abusers, it means we have
turned our backs on life. If we have turned
our backs on life, don’t be surprised if we
kill the poor, the homeless, ourselves and
the earth’ (Robert Bly, in The Rag and Bone
Shop of the Heart, HarperCollins Publishers,
1992).
Getting rid of denial will mean getting
used to the bottom of the dark where the
voice of the torn earth roars and weeps
from below. It will mean listening to the
tears inside nature itself. Sadness is a holy
thing. I need to find the holy stair right to
the bottom of the dark, to feel the sadness
in the animals and in the rain forests
moving from private grief to the sorrow of
the planet. This is not the non-biblical
‘bright, shiny hope’ but ‘that darker form of
hope’ described by Paul Bodenham (see
p.7). It is a hope that makes a hole in my
denial. It has a certain tone; it is dark but
not pulled down by evil, it is intense but not
hysterical; it feels weighty and there is
something dark in it, as if we are fighting
against great resistance. When I hope like
this it feels precarious. And it is. Precarious
is an old word which means ‘full of prayers’.
There is a continual white-noise
background to our planet, the non-stop
chatter of justification and explanation. Am I
still a part of this? Does this issue of Green
Christian hold enough of the planet’s
chorus of laments, rages, warnings, cries
and prayers. Ultimately I must speak the
truth, even when no-one listens, or lose my
soul.
To hope means to turn and face life - the
dark and the light. This is the hope which
makes a very big hole in denial. n

Chris Walton
(inspired by a prayer by Bruce Sanguin)

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Spiritual Capital?
Leviticus 25.23:
The land shall not be sold in perpetuity for
the land is mine. With me you are but
guest workers and leaseholders.
Tim Gorringe on Spiritual Capital
And then spiritual capital. Are Christians,
are religious people, interested in spiritual
matters? Is that what we’re about? Is what
we bring to the party a concern for a
spiritual dimension where other people
bring an interest in the physical or the
natural dimension? I don’t think so at all.
There isn’t a word for “spiritual” in the
Hebrew bible, it doesn’t exist. So, it
seems to me that instead what we’re
concerned with is an understanding of all
reality, all reality, from rocks and stones
and trees, the ewes that I’m dealing with
and their lambs and all the rest of it, all of
that reality has caught up in the divine. It’s
coming from the divine, it’s speaking to us
of the divine. So, there isn’t a part of
reality which is spiritual as opposed to
something else which is material or not
spiritual. The whole bloody thing is
spiritual. I’m a bit allergic to that idea, that
there’s some kind of realm which we,
people of faith, have access to which
others don’t have access is not the case
at all. We all share in the same world. And
it’s not that non-believers, our humanist
friends, the people who don’t go to
church, who don’t work, it’s not that they
don’t actually have ultimates which
function in the way that faith in God
functions. Jonathon, actually, alluded to
that when he said that faith underlies
everything that we do whether or not we
say that we believe in this or that. So,
what we mean by the word “God” is that
which underwrites, which underlies, any
particular social structure. The word
“God”, it refers to that which legitimates
any social structure.
And we can
understand that through the Christian
narrative, through the narrative of
Leviticus, which puts a question to any
understanding of God which condones
exploitation, and which does not think of
social reality in terms of redistribution,
because redistribution is at the heart of
what Leviticus is about.
4
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Jonathon Porritt Founder of Forum for the Future and
CEL patron was the key note speaker at CEL’s Treasure
in the Field Conference
Professor Tim Gorringe and Paul Bodenham were
asked to respond

I

suppose all of us find our communities where we can. Sometimes
they’re local, made up of people who share experiences with us in the
place where we live or where we worship or where we work,
sometimes those communities are much more distant, they’re
communities of interest, shared interest, of purpose, of celebration, of
protest which still unfortunately remains a pretty critical part of the work
that we have to do today and I know that Paul wants us to come back
and think about the role of protest in the world today as part of our wider
discussion after our talks.
For me all of those communities have actually been the thing that made
it possible to go on doing this work for more than 40 years because if you
really go back to 1982 when CEL started or you go back to 1972 when I
first started getting involved in Green issues and you just track the
pattern of destruction and deliration and abandonment of everything that
human kind really should be standing for in this world it is not difficult to
get depressed. It is not difficult.
So I don’t know any activists in my world who don’t need to have a
deep source of inspiration and hope and meaning and purpose that they
can draw on constantly in the works that they do to nurture them, to help
them withstand some of that constant barrage of what we learn about
the state of the world and the trouble that our world is in.
So for me, the spiritual side of this, the community of spiritual practice
and reflection has been an important part of the way I’ve been able to
do my own advocacy work and it still is so I want to thank all of my
colleagues in CEL for the inspiration you’ve given me over the years, you
may not know I was kind of drawing on that as a source of inspiration
but it’s been very important to me.
Spiritual Capital
For many people the concept of spiritual capital is kind of just a little bit
too difficult. A concept too far. We’re used to financial capital, we’re
used to the idea of manufactured capital, the things that we use, the
products, the manufactured infrastructure, all of these things, we’re
getting used to natural capital as an idea and obviously I’ll come back
and talk about that. And then people talk about social capital, what it is,
the bonds that tie communities and society together and, of course, the
concept of human capital, often used in companies to explain the genius
that each employee contributes to the success of that company. All of

FEATURE
these things, the five capitals, natural, manufactured, financial, social and
human, sort of people go along. Spiritual capital, that’s much harder.
Actually for me spiritual capital is still a difficult concept so one of the
books that I think is very relevant to this is a book called spiritual capital,
Wealth We Can Live By, by Denise O’Hare and Ian Marshall which is the
whole of thrust of what we’re talking about today with two very good
writers here, a husband and wife team, Denise O’Hare and Ian Marshall.
Here is their definition of spiritual capital.
“We call spiritual capital as the capital earned from serving deep
meaning in society, discovering that purpose, exploring fundamental
human values. It’s the kind of capital measured not in dollars and
cents but rather in the achievement and the service that we can give
on behalf of other people. It is the same kind of capital from a
business perspective, earned by the great Quaker business, like
Clarks shoes and Rowntrees chocolates who use large proportions of
their profits to ensure safer working conditions for their employees,
to build schools, hospitals and so on. It’s the same kind of capital
earned by Islamic bankers who refuse to charge interest for the
money that they loan but instead share the risk with their borrowers
to create different enterprises.”
Probably so far so good with everybody here today. Now I’m going to
challenge you a bit. This is their words NOT mine.
“And it’s the same kind of capital earned by Coca Cola (laughter)
when it offers the India government free us of its delivery trucks to
distribute polio vaccine to the poor in isolated regions of the
country.”
So as you can see we are likely to have a little bit of argy bargy about
what we mean by spiritual capital because I could go with all of that first
part. I love the heritage of Quaker wealth creators in this country and
elsewhere. One of the favourite companies we work with today in Forum
for the Future is Unilever which still acknowledges and celebrates that
culture, it’s still part of the fabric of that company. I love the idea of the
Islamic banking system being rather more fit for purpose in the world
today than our own banking system. But the idea of Coca Cola as a
creator of spiritual capital kind of sticks in my throat. That’s the bit where

We are caught up in a growth spiral from
which there seems to be no political
acceptable exit
I begin to think come on guys, if that’s the inclusive definition we’re
working to here we’re probably in some kind of trouble. And I suspect
that may well be the case that lies behind what I still see today as the
relative ineffectiveness of many of the social movements of which I
suspect you are all a part and which seek to change the nature of wealth
creation, the nature of the economy today in such an important way.
We’re very good at analysis, we know what is going wrong out there but
we find it quite difficult to bind people together in a different sense of
purpose to change that as profoundly as it needs to be changed.
Technology
So why should we bother about looking at this through a spiritual
perspective. We’ve got plenty of scientific technological evidence about
the state of the earth and what we’re doing to it. We’re not short of good
humanitarian humanist secular solutions to the world’s problems today.
Most of the good people with whom I share this world of sustainability
activism come from that tradition. Most of them come from the humanist
tradition, the secular tradition, the tradition of empirical rationalism. Just
look at the state of the world today, gather the evidence we need about

Paul Bodenham on Capital and the
Spiritual
One of the books that has already proved a
turning point for me in my whole approach
to this actually was one of yours Tim,
Education of Desire (The Education of
Desire: Toward a Theology of the Senses
(John Albert Hall Lecture Series)). It’s
enabled me to carry on. What it gave me
was a realisation that something has
happened to our desire. In this consumer
economy we no longer desire as human
beings are made to desire. Desire has
become a commodity, it’s become
something’s that manipulated and used. We
are no longer in command of our faculties,
our God-given resources, our outlook.
As a result of that we find it so difficult to
make decisions that are good for the planet
because we’re only making decisions
based on the requirements that are made
of us by the market, by the growth
economy. The insidious influence of growth
economics is not just about the way
corporations work. They’re all geared to
maximising shareholder return, and of
course we will benefit from that in our
pension funds – if we’re lucky enough to
have one. But there’s a deleterious effect
on our own spirits and on the way we are.
It’s as fundamental as that, and the
recovery we need is from that kind of
addiction.
Recovery is a very important word in this.
It’s a word that Alcoholics Anonymous use.
It’s something that I feel the church has to
teach the world. The world, the culture that
we live in has to learn how to desire again
properly. To learn how to live with self
giving. Perhaps one of the most valuable
passages to me, the most important to me
wouldn’t necessarily be the Leviticus text
(cited by Tim Gorringe above) but
Philippians 2, the great song of Christ’s
Glory. Let your attitude be that of Jesus,
that of Christ who emptied himself.
This is to be a self emptying person, to be
a person who doesn’t care about their
capital but for whom capital is 'out there',
something to be shared, something given,
something to which everybody, all creation,
is heir. That’s a fundamental change to
western consciousness as it has developed,
but it’s also the fundamental challenge that
the gospel presents to us today.
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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FEATURE
the state of the world and the consequences of continuing to misuse the
world in that way and use that to change the opinions and then the
policies of the politicians on whom we depend. It’s a classic route to
rational decision making in society today.
Now, with the best will in the world you’ve got to be massively
optimistic to assume that that route to transformation is the one that is
going to get us to a process of change fast enough to make a difference.
You’ve got to be a massive optimist. This morning’s absolutely not the
time to go in to a great long diatribe about what it is that we’re doing
wrong in the world today because otherwise we’d spend all the time
doing that but very simply stated you all know what’s happening today
which is we are caught up in a growth spiral from which there seems to
be no politically acceptable exit.
Population growth
Tim Gorringe on Technology and Vision
What Jonathaon was saying about
technology seems to me to be absolutely
right.
If you come from our narratives, if you
come from the Christian narrative, the
idea that you can have a cheap fix, you
can have a fix without redistributive
economics, is fundamentally impossible
because our narrative, this narrative, is a
vision of the world otherwise. It’s a vision
of the world otherwise, because it’s
fundamentally founded on redistribution.
That’s what the temple was all about. The
temple was a mechanism for redistributing
wealth. And the story that we have, those
of us who are preaching on Sunday, we’ve
got to talk about John’s version of the
cleansing of the temple. And it’s not
because Jesus was cross about business
activities in the temple, it’s because that
vision of a redistributive economic had
been lost and essentially, that the religious
people then, as today, have simply
assimilated themselves to the ruling world
view and they won’t say anything different
to what everybody else was saying. They
were quite happy with the continued
existence of a class society. That’s not
something which this narrative allows.
This narrative calls for a world differently
imagined – a world which comes out of
redistribution. Then, the question which
Jonathon raised, how do we make this
vision cogent, fast enough, how do we do
that fast enough? That’s a profoundly
difficult question. But if we ask ourselves
that question as Christians, I would say
that part of the response is to say we
certainly won’t do it by selling out by
becoming an accommodationist church,
by thinking that we can proceed purely
through the conversion of individuals, by
thinking that we can do it through
conservation. We can only do it by nailing
our colours to the mast, by confessing
ourselves and asking people to respond to
that confession.
6
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And that growth spiral is driven by two things, one growing population,
we have to mention it. I know it’s difficult but you have to put it out
there. Human numbers are still growing by around 75 to 80 million
people every year, i.e. 75 to 80 million more people at the end of every
year than at the start of the year. More and more of those people are
hungry to have the material benefits that have been generated in
western economies over the last 250 years, not shared very efficiently
but nonetheless generated with great creativity. And in the phenomenon
that is often called the hedonic treadmill, namely the idea that people
want to find their lives permanently enriched by access to that consumer
economy, essentially politicians the world over success or fail by virtue of
their ability to give people a bigger spin on the hedonic treadmill.
So we’re roughly seven billion today. We’re heading towards nine billion
by 2050. One billion people today are relatively rich, another One billion
are doing okay. The rest are still living often in conditions of considerable
poverty but every single person on this planet would like to be living like
the rich bit and politicians see their principal purpose as making that
possible.
The growth paradigm
Technology alone can’t possibly do what we need it to do and yet there
are a very large number of people in the sustainability world who put all
of their faith, and it is faith, it is faith, all of their faith, in the notion that
technology will get us to the point where we have to be.
The technology solution is so attractive because it doesn’t challenge the
growth paradigm head on. It allows you to maintain this commitment to,
this belief in economic growth even as we bring forward different
technologies. And that’s where I think we need a very different way of
looking at the world today. All of my progressive friends, in all of those
mainstream parties whether we’re talking about the Labour party or the
Lib Dems and how many progressives there are left there, or even the
sort of few people in the Conservative party over the years have actually
understood there is a bit of a problem about this sustainability story.
None of them… none of them want to move away from that growth parity.
It’s practically impossible for them to do that.
So a long time ago I came to the conclusion that the only way to
achieve a different debate about growth was to think about it very
differently, more from a values perspective, more from a perspective
about what it is that human beings are trying to achieve in their own lives
on this planet and collectively as a species. This is to think about it much
more from a spiritual perspective where the growth that really matters is
the growth in our understanding, in our insights, in our ability to
celebrate this extraordinary planet that we are such an important part.
Not a no-growth approach but growth of a different kind, growth that
doesn’t entail the destruction of the earth’s natural capital.

FEATURE
Language and Servants of Creation

Tim Gorringe on Language

All of that means reinventing the words that we take for granted. I have
a little truth test in my mind when I hear politicians use the word wealth.
It really worries me because in 99.9 times out of 100 where they use the
wealth they basically mean money. They don’t really mean wealth as the
word ought to mean today. They don’t actually mean that deeper sense
of wellness and wellbeing, all words derived incidentally from the
ancient… from the old English, Anglo Saxon word “welth”, without the A
in it, which simply meant wellness. Politicians never use the word wealth
in that context. When they talk about sustainability they tend to mean
sustainability of today’s business model. This was an abuse of the

Jonathon ended by telling us that we need
to pay attention to language, I absolutely
agree with that. At the beginning of what
he said, he intimated that he wasn’t entirely
happy with this metaphor of capital as
applied to the spiritual dimension, so, just
a word on that.
It seems to me that we do have to beware
of the hegemony of capitalism. The idea
that you can think about the world, you can
think about every dimension of the world.
You can think about natural resources, you
can think about human resources, you can
think about, let’s say, spirituality, in terms
of capital. That seems to me to be
profoundly mistaken actually. And if one
begins from Leviticus 25, you have a vision
of the whole of reality, the whole of reality
as gift. So, we’re given the world, we’re
given our own lives, our neighbours are
also gift for us. And if they’re gift, then,
according to Leviticus, they can’t ever be
capital, okay? So, what one does with a
gift is cherish it, nurture it, look after it, use
it for the sake of others. And this is a very
different understanding from the idea of
accruing capital and then, using it for other
productive purposes. So, it seems to me
that there is an important issue of how we
think here. What metaphors we use and
whether we buy into the idea that
absolutely everything in our lives can be
subsumed under this metaphor of capital.
I disagree.

We’ve got the opportunity to bring people to
a place of service and celebration
English language most effectively carried out by Gordon Brown who
would allow people to think that he was really in to sustainability but
what he really meant was keeping the growth model sustainable. When
we talk about different patterns of capitalism we don’t really challenge
the capital that we’re talking about, we still haven’t got a proper deep
understanding of nature capital for instance.
So our language is
prejudicial to the need to move people in to different states of mind. The
language works against what we ought to be doing. It reinforced
dangerously illusory mindsets rather than opens up a different way of
doing things.
It does seem to me that one of our tasks as activists passionate about
the earth, passionate about creation, passionate about the role of us as
servants of that creation, one of the things we have to do is challenge
language all the time. Never let people get away with statements about
growth and wealth and competition all of these things, progress, without
saying what do you mean by that. What do you mean by that? Where
do you derive your understanding of what those words and concepts
mean because we really have to dig deep now to challenge some of these
interpretations of the way we use language in the world today. Not an
easy thing. It may sound as if it will take far too long to get us to the
point where the transformation that we need will really begin to impact
on people’s lives all around the world but I want to cheer you up on that
score too, just to finish with.
Moving Mountains
Last year Forum for the Future brought out a special supplement on the
spiritual dimension of sustainability, it was called Moving Mountains and
we drew quite heavily on a lot of CEL’s materials and the work of amazing
people who’ve been out there talking about sustainability and spirituality
for a very long time. We drew all of that together in a special supplement
for Forum’s audiences, that is our business audiences and all the decision
makers and opinion formers that we work with. We weren’t sure this
would go down but we put it out to that community to see what the
consequence of that would be. This has been the most enthusiastically,
well received publication the Forum has ever produced. I want to send
a little reminder to you that we’ve got power here in these ideas. We’ve
got opportunities to inspire people differently, to bring them to a place of
service and celebration that is different from the ways in which they think
about those things in their normal lives so I don’t want to talk this down.
My feeling right now is that we’re at the point where these ideas which
have been materialising, for the best part of 40 to 50 years (and some,
of course, would take it back even further than that) now have a chance
to make a difference in people’s lives, that they haven’t done for a very
long time and I think that’s where our responsibilities, the service that
we can offer comes in to play. n

Paul Bodenham on Hope
I suppose the final thing I would say is
about the language of hope, and I think the
nature of hope. The hope that we cling to
is probably where we are most deeply
challenged as a faith, as Christians in our
belief because there are two kinds of faith.
There’s the bright shiny hope that we
maybe feel tempted by: salvation by
technology, by those glittering machines,
many of which will come on stream in time
perhaps. But there is a darker form of
hope. This hope is where it is okay to
believe that things may not turn out as we
hoped they would. It is nonetheless hope
because it is hope in a sustaining power of
spirit, of God within us, able to draw us to
God’s self through conversion. So I would
like to offer the church a darker
understanding of hope, one which has
more light and shade rather than this
gleaming, glittering aspiration that
technology and the nostrums of neoliberal
government will save us.
Sharing that kind of hope to me is
evangelism.
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Finding the still point
Sandra Dutson reflects on earth’s cycles and rhythms

he great carbon and water cycles are
awe-inspiring. The rhythms of day and
night and the seasons give colour,
space and shape to our lives, with periods
of activity, rest, waiting and longing. In our
culture in the West we have become prone
to ignoring, indeed even intervening in
disastrously destructive ways with these
great cycles of life. We expect permanent
harvest, 24-hour non-stop activity with
constant artificial light, instant everything.
Our pace is so often one of frantic rush
leading to a totally irrational misuse of all
that is truly precious. The pattern of the
church year helps us reconnect and find a
pace which sustains us at a deep level of
being, bringing some sense that there is
hope for the future.

T

In odd snatches of conversation overheard
at the conference in Bristol someone asked,
‘Does the church year start with creation or
harvest?’ To me, though, it has always
started with creation; there has been a
sense of appalled dismay that ‘the fall’
follows so quickly.
So we ponder for a while on the vision and
call of prophets to come back to our
senses. During the season of Advent we
come to realise that salvation cannot be
achieved by our own will and efforts but is a
gift from God. The Christmas stories of a
baby whose experience means he will be
sensitised to the cries of hurting humanity
and all the created world eventually lead to
Lent. Here we hear how the adult Jesus,
following immersion in the River Jordan,
experiences time in the wilderness,
searching deeply for God’s guidance on how
to bring about real change.
The events of holy week, Good Friday and
stories of resurrection then strip away all
pretence and superficiality about our
wisdom and goodness; we are finally left
with the essence of our faith – that love
always breaks through the hardest of
ground and the most solid of barriers,
whether rock or wall.
Living out that faith from generation to
generation is the task entrusted to the
church, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
whose sustaining and enlivening presence
we celebrate at Pentecost. Faith is,
8
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however, likened to a seed – often springing
up in surprising situations and very different
soils.
So then to the finale, or is it the new
beginning, of harvest? The new, longer
celebration of ‘creationtide’ connects
creation and harvest quite wonderfully.
Alpha and Omega indivisible. Within this
great cycle there are the major festivals and
‘ordinary’ time but also long periods of
waiting. Human beings find waiting hard but
the sense of ‘kairos’ time is always worth
waiting for. At festival times there is often
much hard work and we are then glad of a
stretch of mundane routine and
‘ordinariness’.
When we find ourselves grieving over cruelty
and the brutal exploitation of all that is
precious in creation our responses may be
of prophetic anger, unbearable anguish or

patient waiting on the Spirit. These
responses may not coincide with actual
stages of the church year but we will know
their place in that great cycle of life. The
rhythm of action and reflection will lead us
on.
Saying ‘No’ to many aspects of modern
culture can seem very negative but it can
become a great ‘Yes’ to all those great
cycles of life which are a hint of all that is
forever sustaining life in all its fullness and
depth. n
Sandra Dutson is a member of CEL and
lives in Eccles, Salford. She is a
grandmother to three young children, a
Methodist Local Preacher and
campaigner for many years on several
groups with a concern for 'justice, peace
and the integrity of creation'.

POETRY
Clare Best was poet in residence at Woodlands Organic Farm on the Lincolnshire Fens. Her
residency resulted in an astonishing harvest of poems. Woodlands is a magical place, and that
magic has found its way into poems in which Clare examines the seasons with loving particularity.

The March Conference, Treasure in the
Field, had the privilege of the company
of a resident poet, Clare Best. She read
poems from her collection Treasure
Ground. Here are three of the poems

Ingredients
1. A rush of growth – Cherry Holt, Leeks Land, Gull Field,
all have green to astonish. 2. An arrival:
parachute in or walk
across the Wash. Try to arrive on time.
3. Gates, five-bar, grey-weathered, the perfect height
to lean on and look.

Treasure Ground

Silt Pits, Tunnards, Bloodsworth, Goatmans,
Pinchbeck, Fosdyke, Trumpet Hall.
Names raised like bog oaks from the fen,
briny as North Sea gales. Marsh-wet names
for deeping, dredging. Names to whisper;
names to carol. Names to harrow, seed or plough.

Hawthorns, Wigtoft, Struggs Hill, Mandyke,
Seas End, Holbeach, Algarkirk.

4. A good pair of eyes. 5. A Bramley orchard
and under the trees, a scatter of turkeys
in Bourbon Red, Lavender Blue. 6. Enough sun
then rain to heal any breaks in the mud.
7. Barn owl, skylark, sedgegrass, earthworm,
some of each. 8. Blackthorn hedges –
shelter for Longwool sheep.
9. An unclouded sky for storms to invade.
10,11 & 12. Assorted brassica seed.

Names cursed and kissed down generations –
flooded, drained, reclaimed, converted.

Gull Field, Chittle Lane, Pyewipe, Frampton,
Lammings, Daughtons, Treasure Ground.

and from prize winning, CEL member,
Audrey Bryant
(see letters p.23)
Before All Worlds

Conversion
In these few clover years
Hemplands has come back to life.
Earthworms as fat as your finger,
black loam over the golt. You know
as you tread the dyke
beneath wheelings of steel-grey
and white, the tell-tale cry –
hundreds and thousands
of common gulls, oyster catchers,
black-backed gulls,
a vast billowing sail of birds
like a parachute steadying the plough.
Note
Hemplands is a field at Woodlands Farm
Golt, a Lincolnshire word, describes the subfertile undersoil.

With thanks to the author of Treasure Ground, Clare Best
www.clarebest.co.uk
and the publishers, HappenStance Press
from whom you can buy Clare's collection
www.happenstancepress.com
Cover design by Gillian Rose

A fireball of energy
when all worlds began,
flinging wide the atom showers,
elements of primal powers
generating myriad stars
before the birth of man.
So the first song was sung
vibrating through the void;
music of the spheres was heard,
divine percussion in the Word,
the beauty of a singing bird
in rapture unalloyed.
God has so loved the world
cupped in his hands;
through his fingers, waterfalls,
starlight and herring shoals,
lightning and glowing coals
the stuff of fertile lands.
Then at the end of time,
crucially delayed,
God sowed humanity;
with wit and dexterity
and free – “Will you believe in Me
and love what I have made?”

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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FEATURE

Action group to limit global
temperature
Phil Kingston reports on a new initiative
his small inter-faith-and-secular group
was inspired by last Autumn’s Occupy
Movement in the Thornbury area of
South Gloucestershire. The impetus for it
was the publication of the International
Energy Agency’s World Energy Outlook
2011 www.iea.org/weo . The IEA is an
agency of the Organisation for Economic
Development and Cooperation, the 28 most
materially-rich Western countries. Some of
the Executive Summary statements shocked
us, particularly that ‘if stringent action is not
forthcoming by 2017, the energy-related
infrastructure then in place will generate all
the CO2 emissions allowed in the 450 ppm
scenario up to 2035’. In effect this means
that similar infrastructure after 2017, unless
it is zero-carbon, will take the world beyond
2°C.

T

We defined our aim as study and action to
contribute to the prevention of Climate
Change. Our immediate concern was the
WEO report. We shared our responses to it
including our feelings of helplessness and
despair. We had evidence from
www.banktrack.org that Barclays, RBS and
HBOS are among the world’s top twenty
investors in coal infrastructure . We were
satisfied that we had a basis of shared
values for working together. The following
are our main actions so far.
◗ We met with our Conservative MP to
discuss the WEO. He described
himself as ‘open-minded’ regarding
the relationship between carbon
emissions and global warming, yet
also asked us to extend our
discussion time. We said that the
future for our descendents calls every
citizen to become clear about this
relationship, and subsequently sent
him the evidence of the 2007 IPC. He
agreed to meet us again. *
◗ Having found only one reference to
the WEO on Government websites (at
the Department of Energy and
Climate Change before the
resignation of Chris Huhne) we wrote
letters (via the MP so as to ensure a
reply) to the following Ministers:
Business (specifically about bank
investments in coal);
Defra (as the lead Ministry for
Rio+20);
10
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◗
◗
◗

◗

International Development (because
of the horrific effects of climate
change upon the poorest peoples);
and Energy and Climate Change. *
Sent similar letters to relevant
Shadow Ministers.
Sent letters to two local papers
about the WEO. *
Obtained the agreement of the local
Green Party that the first agenda item
at future meetings would be Action re
Climate Change.
Checked whether any NGOs are
promoting campaigns against coal
investments by banks since the WEO
report. We subsequently submitted a
proposal to 38 Degrees for a
campaign against coal investments
by UK banks and are currently
seeking support for that from
organisations and individuals. If you
are willing to consider supporting
this please go to
www.38degrees.uservoice.com, Sign
In, then Search for ‘Ensuring the
safety…’).

Phil Kingston is a retired Lecturer in
Social Work at Bristol University and has
been a Justice, Peace and Environmental
campaigner for many years. Since
becoming a grandparent, his focus is
increasingly upon environmental
concerns.
◗ Some of us are considering leafleting
staff and customers at relevant
banks.
◗ We are developing local participation
in 350.org’s international campaigns.
(Template letters in paragraphs ending in *
are at http://www.greenchristian.org.uk/
archives/2546)

What a curious business it is to be in the world
This Sunday I cycled to church (thank you
ecocell 2) and arriving at the bike racks I
was greeted with a little brown spider in
the middle of his web looking back at me.
I greeted him “Good morning Brother
Spider, Happy Easter!” Brother Spider and
I enjoyed a moment where we reassured
each other that since it was Easter we
should take comfort in the knowledge that
though the incarnation had looked a bit
sticky at times God had pulled it off. He
sat at the centre of a near-invisible web
that spoke of all of creation and he and I
considered that we would be enjoying
each other’s company in right relationship
come the renewal of all things. There was
great joy in our interconnectedness. In the
image of God we for a moment were
entirely ourselves but not entirely apart.
But then I then put down my cycle
helmet and destroyed Brother Spider’s
web. I had not seen the extent of his work
and reduced the pristine geometry of his
home to a skewed scrap with a stunned
Spider recoiled at its heart. I felt

compelled to make amends but I have no
knack for spinning silk so had to walk
away, reminded that while our LORD does
express himself in creation and expects us
to be complicit in his work of restoration I
am too blind to avoid casual violence and
am not capable of repairing the damage I
do. This sorry scene was full of peace for
me however. What a curious business it is
to be in the world.

Westley Ingram

FEATURE

InTransit
Sharing a transition process in thinking, believing and practice
The Live Below the Line Challenge
n May thousands of people round the world who normally eat much more are living off £1.00 a
day in solidarity with the poor, in order to raise awareness (including their own) and in order to get
sponsorship for various charities.

I

Live Below the Line Challenge is one of the awareness campaigns run by The Global Poverty Project.
It is a campaign that hopes to change the way people think about poverty by challenging everyday
people to live on the equivalent of the extreme poverty line for five days, £1.00 per day per person.
When the Steering Committee of CEL was asked to promote this campaign it was discerned that
though we all supported the aims and purposes to the campaign – to raise awareness of extreme poverty that 1.4 billion people suffer
and its causes and to raise money and aid to alleviate that poverty – as a Charity concerning environmental issues it was not within our
purposes to promote it as an organisation. However, were we right? We know there are connections between the profligate use of the
world’s resources and extreme poverty. Having said that, is a £1.00 a day spent on food a real equivalent to extreme poverty?
Judith took up the challenge in 2011 and wanted to share what a transforming experience it had been for her and then encourage
others to do it (see Letters, p.20). What follows is the e-conversation among a few CEL members.

3 March 14.53 -

Nicky Kierton

And can we do it whilst still adhering to the
LOAF principles? If so, it would really make
an impact!
Actually just looked at the website and am
very disappointed to see that the food
purchased by the bloggers is all
supermarket 'value' stuff. It includes eggs
(caged hens), and bananas (not fairly
traded, obviously).
These kind of schemes may make us feel
good, but I suspect that the poor people of
the world would much rather we spent a bit
more to ensure that they get a fair price for
their goods, the jobless and struggling in
our own neighbourhoods would rather we
supported our local businesses to boost our
local economies, the animals would rather
we bought dairy, eggs, meat from those
who treat animals properly. We won't do
anything to solve the world's problems by
giving even more business to the very
companies that carry a big responsibility for
causing the problems in the first place.
So, can we do this using LOAF, or can't we?
3 March 15.46 - Ann Parker
Yes, I thought it not a good idea in the LOAF
sense. What's a good example in one sense
so often isn't in another. I think it would be
good to try it LOAF-wise. Do you suppose
this pound a week notion originated from
supermarkets? Speaking as a cynic!
3 March 17.12 Ann Wills
Yes, people, animals & the environment
often pay a high price for so-called ‘cheap

food.’ e.g. Antibiotic-resistance leading to
superbugs; farm workers’ health damaged
in poor countries by pesticides. The
Women’s Environmental Network expressed
concern that the cancer-causing chemical
lindane (mainly now banned in developed
countries) may still be used on cocoa beans
in some countries, & non-organic chocolate
can contain it. When such things are taken
into account ‘cheap food’ can end up being
very costly.
3 March 21.28 - Judith Allinson
Yes having also seen what some of the
bloggers bought, yes it did sicken me to
see their choice.
But what would you choose if you had to
buy ingredients to last you for five days?
that only cost £5 in total? And what would
you choose if you did each ingredient as
LOAF?
"Live Below the Line" is not suggesting that
we spend all 365 days of the year doing
this – only five days – we do have 360
other days to buy fair trade goods (and
campaigning for trade justice might have a
1000% bigger effect than buying fair trade
goods and not campaiging for trade
justice).
It is doing it as an exercise to raise
awareness (and money) and as a result of
the awareness perhaps more things will
happen. So come on everyone – what would
you live off? And could you do it LOAF?

Judith’s food for five days - £5-00

4 March 12.08 - Deborah Tomkins
There are some really interesting and
challenging issues being raised by this
whole thing.
It's fairly obvious to us all that the UK is one
of the most expensive countries in the world
to live, so £1 sterling will buy different
things/different quantities of things in Africa,
say, to what it buys here.
Is this taken into account? £1 a day is still a
very small amount – I am not disputing this
– but basically I am asking whether we're
talking about maybe 10p a day in other
poorer counties, or is it still £1, and
therefore is this really an equivalent action?
I'm just trying to clarify – please don't think
I'm against this exercise.
LOAF – I think in a poor country a lot of the
LOAF principles will apply. They certainly
can't afford imported goods (for us that
would be bananas, rice, tea, coffee etc).

continued on page 14
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Live Below the Line Challenge
continued from page 11
Nor mostly will they be able to afford meat,
so vegetarian food would be the thing.
Local – what they or their neighbours can
grow – will I think be a given, where
foodstuffs are actually grown (countryside
rather than city). This may or may not be
‘organic’.

5 March 10.26 Ann Parker

12 March Alison Russell

I've thought about this. The get-out bit is
that I have a freezer so there is always
something there from a week or so before.
I am cutting down on meat and hoping my
husband won't notice. I try to buy only
organic from our near-enough local LOAF
shop. This is expensive so a pound of meat
has to stretch over three meals (x2). At
about £3.00 a pound that still only covers
three days. Veg is cheaper but more than
the remaining £2. I could make bread with
existing flour. I don't think we could eat on
less than £10 a week for meat if we're
buying ethically and not 2for1 bacon from
supermarkets or end of the line ham from a
pound shop.

I've been following this discussion with
interest, and then this morning came across
this book (I volunteer in the CLC bookshop
in Birmingham): A Place at the Table: 40
Days of Solidarity with the Poor by Chris
Seay so I'm starting to think that God might
be trying to tell me something!

When it comes to us, therefore, should we
not be looking at similar things? – and I
definitely think LOAF should be applied as
far as possible. Therefore rather than rice
or pasta, LOTS of potatoes and root
vegetables! No bananas or oranges, but
maybe apples that have been stored since
the autumn – or we go without. No sugar,
tea, coffee or soya. Probably not meat or
I haven't solved the five pound a week
fish, but beans (dried and soaked). Bread is problem – nor am I having a techno fast!
possibly rather an expensive item (wheat
Also take Resurgence mag and the current
prices have been rising) – I don't think
issue is about animal welfare – or not. It is a
‘budget’ bread is a good idea as it is not
hard read and I'm not reading it all at once
local and is also high-energy in terms of
because it's too awful.
transport and production – nor is it good for
you! Make your own?
The extra problem with the £1 day thing is
It may be possible to do this exercise on £1 what about cat food – which is getting really
a day – I'm not sure.
expensive, and then there's stuff like loo
PS I've been struck once again thinking
rolls which I am not inclined to give up for
about this just how dependent we are on
Lent!
imported foodstuffs – 40% – whilst we
throw away as a nation around 30% (from all
sources).

4 March 16.25 – Alice Yaxley
Hi all, I have been interested in this for a
while – what's the lowest budget you can
eat fairly and healthily on? So this seemed
like a good excuse to play with some
numbers on a spreadsheet.
If you have a friend who drives a car so
you can get bulk sacks of grains, pulses
and potatoes (to split if you are alone or in
a small family). If you are able to cook
from scratch yourself or get someone else
to do it for you; if you buy onions, apples,
and beetroot in bulk and store those; and
sprout fenugreek seeds at home for
another veg portion each day. Something
for this time of year:
Breakfast:
Porridge from oat groats (local, 55g
portion – 5p), + chopped apple
(local – 5p) = 10p.
Lunch:
Baked potato (local, 9p)+ lentil splodge
(organic brown lentils, 10p; local onion,
3p; local beetroot 5p; local coriander
seed, 2p); + fenugreek sprout salad (home
grown (local seed?) 2p) = 31p
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Supper:
Rice (organic, from Italy, 70g portion costs
10p), borlotti beans (organic, from Europe,
50g portion costs 7p) with stir-fried onion
(local – 3p), carrot (local – 10p) and
cabbage (local 11p). 41p
Snack 23p - serving of sunflower seeds
(organic, 13p for 30g portion), and raisins
(fair trade raisins 10kg £34 = 10p per
portion).
So the total is £1.05. That's the closest I
can get right now doing a LOAF and
including the 'nine a day'.
Costs of cooking, freezing etc. have not
been added – potatoes can be baked in
bulk as can the lentil or bean dishes, and
portions defrosted. I've also just used
standard portion sizes rather than
checking the total calories or whatever.
Growing some of the veg at home –
beetroot, spinach, chard, spring greens,
etc all make good use of small space,
would reduce the cost again; as would
foraging – often it's possible to get a box
of apples for nothing, which can then be
dried and stored for spring/summer.
Interested to see anyone else's working.

I've also had a quick look at the website:
http://www.chrisseay.net/ecclesia/resources
where there are some resources to
download such as suggested foods to eat
etc.
The South Birmingham Food Coop (of which
I am a part) should have opened its shop by
May and be selling basic foodstuffs at
low(ish) prices so that would make Live
Below the Line more 'do-able' for me. More
prayer is required.
16 April 9.22 Oli Griffiths
My thoughts on living below the line:
IT IS SURPRISINGLY POSSIBLE. We don't
have any significant garden produce so
everything came from the local shops. After
an exploratory couple of days we hit on a
rhythm enjoying large portions of porridge
with bits of apple or banana in the morning,
home-baked oat biscuits and bread and
peanut butter in the day, and lentils/pulses
for supper. This worked well for us and our
16 year old. By the end of the week 70p
seemed about adequate and the worms in
our worm bin were wondering what had
happened as the miserable dribble of waste
that they subsist on had dried up
completely.
IT MADE US FEEL BETTER. The food
seemed pretty filling and nutritious, some
weight dropped off and we felt fantastically
self-righteous and smug.
IT WAS REALLY INTERESTING. It made us
think carefully about exactly how to balance
our diet and the books and pulled us up
short from all impulse purchases. Above all
it showed that having no money was no
impediment to having a satisfying and
interesting diet, and showed yet again that
necessity is the mother of invention.
AND SO WHAT HAPPENED NEXT? We didn't
gorge ourselves immediately afterwards; we
treat food with more respect; treat meat as
a treat; wonder why everyone else doesn't
try it; and plan to do it again. After all it's
just a week; provides interest and challenge;
does us no harm; saves money (which goes
to charity); gives us another thing to think
and talk about; and makes us practically
consider how families live on $1/day (which
is much less). A very practical way to help
us to count our blessings!

FEATURE

Boots, Bikes and Buses
Alexander Kennedy challenges us to reflect on poisoning the poor

‘Sheffield is one of the dirtiest and most
smokey towns I ever saw... One cannot be
long in the town without experiencing the
necessary inhalation of soot, which
accumulates in the lungs, and its baneful
effects are experienced by all who are not
accustomed to it.’ These words, written in
1843, are no longer true but, even in the
1950s, the city still had a pall of smoke; I
once saw it myself from a train while on my
way to Nottingham. By the time I came to
Sheffield to live, some 15 years later, most
of this smoke had gone apart from
occasional plumes of pink fumes pouring
out of the arc furnaces along the Don valley.
Today, the view from the hills to the west of
the city may not be very pretty but one can
see the whole city with almost no smoke. In
common with all other British cities, air
quality has improved greatly in the last 50
years.
However, the air is not as clean as it
appears for not all pollutants are visible to
the naked eye. Two of the most important
of these pollutants are fine particles and the
oxides of nitrogen, which are usually
abbreviated to NOx (this shorthand is logical
to chemists and should indicate even to
non-chemists that these gases are noxious).
This unseen pollution has persisted despite
the 1995 Environment Act and the efforts of
the City Council to control the problem. This
is not just a matter of meeting EU

regulations for it really affects the health of
ordinary people. Air pollution exacerbates
chest and heart diseases which contribute
29,000 premature deaths per annum in the
UK. This costs the NHS £95m each year in
Sheffield alone.
There are three sources of this toxic air:
industry, domestic heating and motorised
transport. The ordinary citizen has the
power to influence at least two of these
sources. Installing and maintaining a modern
home heating system while using it
economically is a matter of common sense,
personal safety and financial prudence but
we also need to consider the effects of
transport. Vehicle exhaust accounts for over
40% of the air pollution in British cities. The
problem is partly explained by the pattern of
Vehicle Excise Duty which favours the
purchase of diesel engined vehicles;
although these emit less carbon dioxide
they are an important source of healthdamaging pollution. DEFRA appears to have
no clear plan to correct the problem and the
government has admitted breaching
European Union pollution legislation during a
recent High Court battle with the
environmental campaign group Client Earth.
If we fail to improve matters, the country
may face a substantial fine imposed by the
EU. Local authorities can address the
problem by buying only vehicles meeting the
latest (Euro V) standard and insisting that

Clear but deceptively toxic polluted air in 2012
Pollution that you could see in 1952

their contractors do likewise. Using
biomethane saves a huge amount of
pollution and some commercial vehicles
already use this fuel. However, the benefits
of improved engine technology have largely
been absorbed and many vehicles do not
function environmentally under adverse
driving conditions such as when making
short journeys in slow heavy traffic.
There is a moral dimension to the air
pollution problem. We do not dump rubbish
on our neighbour’s property nor do we allow
our pets to foul his doorstep so how can it
be right to poison the air which we all have
to breathe? Air pollution shortens life
expectancy and this toll of illness and death
is not evenly distributed for the most
vulnerable are the unfortunate people who
live close to main roads and motorways.
The worst problems occur along the M1
where it runs between Sheffield and
Rotherham where there is a raised incidence
of chest disease and childhood asthma.
Other notorious black spots are where the
M4 runs near Heathrow, Marylebone Road in
central London and Brixton but the problem
affects all British cities.
The response to this problem is simple
but drastic: it has been calculated that in
order to achieve a serious reduction in
pollution, traffic levels need to fall by 2530% so we need to avoid or reduce
motoring in cities and large towns. We need
to reallocate the existing road space to
provide more room for pedestrians, cyclists
and public transport. Such a change would
not only make our cities quieter, safer and
more pleasant but it would improve the
health of all citizens with considerable
savings for the NHS as well as making
public transport more efficient and useable.
Some of us can each make a contribution
to the solution when changing our vehicles
by choosing smaller and less polluting
models. Few city dwellers really need a 3litre turbocharged four-wheel drive. The
most responsible methods of urban travel
may be summarised as boots, bikes and
buses.n
Dr Kennedy is a retired NHS Pathologist
with a lifelong interest in transport and
diseases of the heart and lungs and he
remains an active cyclist. He now works
for the Campaign to Protect Rural
England (CPRE) as a Volunteer.
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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CEL NEWS

Check out what’s happening in your area and further afield

CEL has a new website
www.greenchristian.org.uk
ou will find our extensive range of
resources for faith, prayer and action
there, plus the latest news on Christian
green activities. As our new website is a
‘blog’ you will be able to leave comments
and take a more interactive role in our work.

Y

In 1998, thanks to the persuasive
insistence of Judith Allinson, www.christianecology.org.uk was one of the earliest
Christian environmental websites on the
worldwide web. Through the 14 years since
then Judith has single-handedly managed our
website. She continues in her role as
webeditor on our new website but the new
‘blog’ format means there can be others
easily sharing the work. Poppy Pickard is
web-designer, Jo Abbess is helping with
editorial matters, and a team of people will
be helping to regularly put up new material.
As the new website is a Wordpress blog it is
more interactive which means anyone can
leave comments and enter into discussion.
CEL has a variety of ways in which our
computer literate members and supporters
can interact with each other. For more
information on any of these email:
webeditor@christian-ecology.org.uk
or visit www.greenchristian.org.uk

e-journal
The Green Christian e-journal can be found
on the new website, see
www.greenchristian.org.uk/archives/
category/e-journal/book-reviews
There you will find selected articles and
reviews from the Green Christian magazines,
the longer version of some articles and
reviews printed in the magazine, as well as
some articles submitted to Green Christian
but were too long for printed publication.

New Provincial Formation Guardian

CEL news-emails: subscribe for free, twice
monthly emails!
CELink: CEL members email discussion
group
CEL Facebook group and page
CEL Ning: web group on Transition Towns
Twitter: #greenchristian is CEL’s #tag
Twitter: @greenchristian_
CEL Annual Members’ Meeting: Saturday
17 November, 2pm to 5pm, St Aloysius
Church, 20 Phoenix Road, London NW1 1TA
(near Euston Station).
CEL Day Conference 2013: Saturday 16
March, 2013, Oxford Place Methodist
Centre, Leeds LS1 3AX. The day will be led
by Philip Roderick, Director of the Quiet
Garden Movement and leader of
Contemplative Fire. More details on our new
website later this summer.
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Congratulations to Paul Bodenham, CEL
Chair. He has a very exciting new job. He
is a member of the Franciscan Third
Order. In January Paul was elected to be
'Provincial Formation Guardian' of the
Order. This basically means being
responsible for supporting the ongoing
discipleship, growth and development of
2,000 or so members in the UK and
Europe. We congratulate the Franciscan
Third Order too, we can assure them that
they have made an exceedingly wise
choice. We pray for Paul in his new role.

CEL Weekend Retreat, Noddfa, North
Wales LL34 6YF, 19-21 October, 2012.
‘Is your ecology too small?
From the great story of the universe we
learn that there is no disconnection and we
are kin in the kin-dom of God with all that is.
What will our faith look and sound like when
we embrace that revelation?
Our time will be a Christ-centred and
biblically-informed journey in that great story.
We will travel with prophets, psalmists and
cosmologists, singing their songs and telling
their stories of homecoming. We will reflect
together on our emerging vocation to be cocreators with God, asking forgiveness for
the plight of the earth and making straight
the way of the Lord in the damaged but still
beautiful world in which we live.
“Noddfa” is a Welsh word meaning haven
or refuge – a place of peace and welcome a
place where you can regain energy. It is the
name of the centre run by the sisters of the
Sacred Heart of Mary in Penmaenmawr, on
the North Wales coast.
Trains from Chester stop on request at
Penmaenmawr station which is a short walk
from the Noddfa Centre.
Cost: £100. Booking forms available on our
new website or phone CEL’s information
officer on 0845 459 8460. Places are
limited so book early to avoid
disappointment. n

CEL NEWS

Jo Rathbone reports from Coventry
A few of us were struggling to keep
Transition Coventry going – people kept
saying: what you need is a practical
project. We knew that... but nothing
appeared. Until someone phoned asking if
we wanted to be involved in creating a
CSA project (Community Supported
Agriculture) at the Garden Organic site at
Ryton, near Coventry. What an opportunity!
Land that is certified organic, with good
security, already sown with green manures,
access to two polytunnels, with another
two on the way, access to tractor, with
space for an office, and support from
Garden Organic! Also the person that

asked us if we wanted to be involved had
already set up a similar project (Canalside
Community Food) in Leamington Spa, thus
giving us access to wisdom and experience.
We couldn't say no! We are at the early
stages of Five Acre Community Farm (just
interviewed for The Grower), and are excited
at the potential, although realising at the
same time that getting hold of members is
quite a difficult task, and time consuming!
But we have started, and are amazed to
have been handed a project 'on a plate' so
to speak!

LOAF letter campaign
In spring 2012 we asked our members to
send a letter to their local church leaders,
district chair, diocesan officer, cathedral or
other large church with a refectory or eating
place, or to a Christian holiday, retreat or
conference centre asking that they adopt the
CEL LOAF principles at their community
facilities. The key LOAF principles are that
food should where possible be: L- Locally
produced, O- Organically grown, A- Animal
friendly, F- Fairly traded.
If you wrote a letter – thank you! Please let
us know what response you received.
If you would like to write a letter now please
go to the LOAF page in the Resources section
of our new website and download our LOAF
campaign letter to send.

faith groups and academics. The Climate
Alliance campaigns for massive public and
private investment in decent dignified jobs,
which will transform and join-up the economy
whilst safe-guarding the earth on which we
depend for life; and for large scale, on-going
investment in UK renewable energy, essential
for our climate, and replacing non-renewable
energy sources. CEL recently sent a proposal
to both the Climate Alliance and Stop Climate
Chaos suggesting a campaign in favour of offshore wind farms.

Greenbelt, Cheltenham, 24-27 August
CEL is sharing a space at the Greenbelt
Festival with other Christian environmental
organisations. If you would like to help with
staffing our stall please contact George Dow
at g.dow@tiscali.co.uk We have some free
tickets for volunteers. If you are attending
Greenbelt look out for CEL’s presentation on
the G-stage and in the Abide tent.
Operation Noah
Operation Noah’s ‘Ash Wednesday
Declaration’ has received much publicity and
support, not only in the UK but around the
world. The AWD is a call to the church to take
action on climate change. You can read the
Declaration on their website
www.operationnoah.org The AWD can be
signed by individuals but Operation Noah is
particularly interested in churches signing up.
ON’s next supporters’ day is in Oxford on
Saturday 23 June from 10.30am in Wesley
Memorial Church Hall, New Inn Hall St,
Oxford.
Climate Alliance
Tony Emerson represents CEL on the ‘Alliance
for Jobs and Climate’ which brings together
groups and activists from the trade unions,
environmental organisations, the private
sector, the occupy movement, young people,

Community Farm

www.fiveacrefarm.org.uk

Steering Committee Nominations
CEL is always open to offers of time, talent
and inspiration, either as part of the steering
committee or less formally. Most of CEL’s
work is done by three teams. The Community
team looks after membership matters, keeps
in touch with local groups and keeps an eye
on the finances. The Challenge team is coordinating ecocell and planning CEL events.
The Creative team develops the thinking
which underpins all we do. The steering
committee provides overall co-ordination and
accountability to the three teams.
This time each year we refresh the
membership of the steering committee with a
call for nominations. This year the deadline is
7th July. If you would like to be a part of the
committee, you need a proposer and
seconder who are CEL members, or a
reference from someone who knows you well,
plus a 200 word maximum statement on
yourself and what you could offer CEL. All
potential SC members should be prepared to
become Trustees of CEL. This does not add
to the workload. The Trustees take
responsibility for the work of CEL.
SC normally meets three times a year, mostly
in London. In between meetings discussions
and decisions are carried on through email
and telephone conference calls. Please send
your nominations to SC Secretary, 13
Thornbank Crescent, Bexhill TN39 3ND or
email secretary@christian-ecology.org.uk For
more information on what is involved, call Paul
Bodenham (CEL Chair) on 01949 861516.

..things they are a-changing….?
Where there are those who believe that
inequality is inevitable, or even beneficial,
there is now concrete evidence to the
contrary. Almost everything – from life
expectancy, to levels of mental illness,
illiteracy and violence in the community –
is affected not by how wealthy a society
is, but how equal it is.
We need to recall and cherish that
which makes us truly human: our
consciousness, our capacity to question,
to critique and shape the world in which
we live and raise future generations.
We need to rebuild a sense of trust
and community so that we can build a
new economy predicated on a shared
common good, rather than . . . for
individual aggrandisement.
President Michael D Higgins in a St Patrick’s Day speech

New Members
We welcome the following new individual
members:
Rev Adrian Alker (West Yorks)
Steve Atherton (Merseyside)
Gail Ballinger (Wilts)
Carol Barber (Notts)
Colin Bell (Cambs)
Peter Bethell (West Midlands)
G. Lesley Bustard (North Yorks)
M.S. Clarke (Bristol)
Dominic Doble (Devon)
Paul Garratt (Kent)
David Howard (Herts)
Judith Hyde (London)
Ian Lawton (Sussex)
Joanna Laynesmith (Berks)
Roger Martin (Somerset)
Simon & Rebecca Martin (London)
Cathy Phillips (Bristol)
Les Phillips (Somerset)
Geoff Stratford (Lincs)
and corporate member:
Heart of England Baptist Association
(West Midlands)
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Root and Branch
Isobel Murdoch explores the diversity of CEL Groups

rees – their growth, their centrality in
the created order – run like a thread
through the Bible, from the very first to
the very last lines. They are also interwoven
with the history of the environmental
movement. So I wondered whether trees –
their roots, trunk and crown – might prove
some kind of metaphor for the diverse
mission of CEL’s 18 local groups…
In a world in which we struggle against
the insidious lure of the mainstream, and
also against the idea that the Church has
little to contribute in the quest for
alternatives, we seek to illustrate that,
rather than a ‘liberal’, ‘non-literalist’ cause
alone, environmental awareness is a need
for us all, for the entire Church. And we
seek to recover that willingness to look
outside the world’s trends – in
money/economics, in community living –
which the early followers so personified, and
which we seem to lose.
As trees depend on their roots, which
delve deeply into the soil in their quest for

T
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water and minerals, so too CEL’s local
groups seek spiritual and environmental
insights to ground their work in God’s Word
and in ecology and wider science. In line
with this, many groups consider God’s
creation during church worship, with St Ives
in Cambridgeshire one group who will mark
World Environment Day in June with an ecoliturgy, followed by a riverside picnic.
CEL’s ecocell programme also seeks to
inspire and guide our way, and one group
which has recently followed ecocell 1 is
Wallington.
Talks allow members an opportunity to
explore different aspects of environmental
awareness. Cheltenham CEL will this spring
hear from Tom Lafford on climate change,
and Hereford CEL have recently held talks
on the work of the RSPB, on the legacy of
the reformer Robert Owen, and on ‘Future
Challenges for Orchards and Agriculture’,
the latter by the Sustainable Development
Manager of Bulmers.
The trunk of a tree transports all the tree

needs, linking roots and crown, in a picture
of interdependency; this is reflected by the
ways in which CEL groups link with the wider
community, whether within or outside the
church…
Eco-congregation remains a goal for
many groups: Andover recently celebrated
their second Eco-congregation award, while
Shrewsbury URC are in line for their third. All
the Eco-congregations in Reading held
displays on their work at a successful recent
event when the Bishop of Reading spoke on
his years in the Horn of Africa.
In Norwich, churchwardens from across
the diocese attended an environment
workshop. Harrogate’s CEL group will
restart soon, drawing on their diocese’s
recent booklet, Caring for God’s Earth.
A reassuring sign is the way in which
environmental awareness seems to be
awakening in the wider Church. All the
different housegroups in Churches Together
in North Harrow have this year for the first
time followed an environmental resource,
God’s Green Book, and Churches Together
in Leighton Buzzard will link an
environmental theme to all their events in
2012.
Some groups widen their work still further,
as in Clun, where films like The Fog of War
and, on the economic situation, Inside Job,
were screened in alliance with Sustainable
Futures, and each was followed by
discussion and by a positive response,
whether letter-writing or a vigil. Hereford
group members support Milichap Fund talks,
one by a member of Scientists for Global
Responsibility. The Transition Movement
remains a spur: Transition Andover meets in
the URC church, and in Plymouth CEL
member Linda Squires attends a grassroots
Transition group. Shrewsbury’s EGG works
together with Transition and remains a
partner in the Keele research initiative, one
of the latest ideas being home energy audits.
As a tree’s leaves unfurl in spring –
whether early like the willow, or late like the
black buds of the ash – so the new
perspectives we develop as we seek our
Creator God unleash in our lives and in the
community there are signs of the picture we
paint, a picture of a different world…
Solar energy came up again and again
during my calls with several group leaders,
one being Gerald Druce in Petersfield, who
thinks solar should now be fitted as

OBITUARIES
standard on all new-build houses. Reading
CEL is supporting Solar Schools, an
initiative to install solar on local schools, and
in Leighton Buzzard the Methodist Church
funded their installation in a new way – by
asking for individual investments, some of
which will be redistributed from feed-in tariff
income. The Milton Keynes group
considered a different side of the energy
question, with a film, dialogue sketches and
discussion on nuclear power.
I see campaigning as central, and some
group leaders and members are supporting
CEL’s new letter campaign, sending the
online letter asking church officers/retreat
houses/church cafes/schools to follow the
LOAF principles in their catering. I would be
glad to send a paper copy of the letter to
anyone without access to the internet – ring
me! 01790 763603.
Groups also support the LOAF campaign
in different ways: Andover group members
served local and homemade produce as a
recent bring-&-share supper, while Clun
heard a talk on Fordhall Farm, an organic
farm opened in the organic movement’s very
early years. Milton Keynes group members
will this spring see at first hand the work of
a 5-acre market garden tended by school
non-attenders, and run by the MK Christian
Council. Skipton CEL members are
supporting Fairtrade. And in Wallington,
George Dow has a community no-dig
vegetable garden operating on permaculture
principles in the grounds of his church.
Overshadowed as we are by patterns of
living dependent on waste, recycling and
creativity remain indispensable. The Milton
Keynes group held a ‘recycling’ crafts
evening, one idea being painting old glass
jars to make colourful lanterns. A fortnightly
craft club now gathers in Clifton church in
Bedfordshire, some knitting for the hospital’s
neonatal department. On the council side of
the recycling question, Hereford CEL went
on an outing to Envirosort, the local
recycling facility, while members of
Shrewsbury’s EGG, which is opposing the
council’s decision to halt kerbside recycling
of cardboard, intervened and recycled some
11.7 tonnes of cardboard one Saturday.
Talks with the council are now ongoing.
Perhaps instead of likening the CEL local
groups network to trees, I might liken them
to tree-planters, gardeners who sow seeds
and plant saplings and tend their growth.
‘Plough your fields, scatter seeds of justice,
and harvest faithfulness. Worship me, the
LORD…’ (Hosea 10:12). n
The Harrogate Group suffers a great loss
For many years Pam Shaftoe kept the
Harrogate CEL group going. Sadly she
died suddenly in April. In addition to her
support for CEL Pam was a Reader
in the Ripon and Leeds diocese and
active in Fair Trade issues.

Rosemary Read and
Elizabeth Rendall
By Ellen Teague

Rosemary Read, active in the mission of
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation
through the National Justice and Peace
Network and Nottingham Diocese Justice
and Peace Commission, died at her home in
Derby on 18 March 2012 at the age of 71
years. She championed environmental issues
over three decades through serving on the
management bodies of Pax Christi and
Progressio and running educational events
with CAFOD and Catholic People’s Weeks. On
a visit to Peru with the Columban Fathers she
witnessed how environmental degradation
and poverty were linked. During a three
month period in 2004 as an accompanier
with the World Council of Churches’
Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in
Palestine and Israel she saw the struggles
over scarce water supplies and helped
protect Palestinians harvesting their olive
crops. Development education and social
justice formation were Rosemary’s great
passions, and she had a thread woven
through her career of a passion for working
with and inspiring young people to action.
Rosemary was hugely proud when three
generations of her family – she with her
daughters and grandchildren – attended The
Wave, the December 2010 marching through
London calling for action on climate change.
She was given a woodland burial in Burton.

Elizabeth Rendall, who died on 19 November
2011 at the age of 86 years, was a green
Catholic, environmental activist and expert
on creation-centred theology which she
hoped would become the central theology in
the Catholic Church. An Ursuline nun for four
decades, she was inspired by liberation
theology and the ‘Option for the Poor’ to
work for CAFOD for ten years. She helped to
research CAFOD’s groundbreaking campaign
‘Renewing the Earth’ which encouraged
Catholics to link development, environment
and faith. To Care for the Earth, the first
book of Columban eco-theologian Sean
McDonagh, inspired a passion for creationcentred theology. Elizabeth became an
authority and her extensive library contained
books by Thomas Berry, Edward Echlin,
Mary Grey, Celia Deane-Drummond, and the
inspirational Jesuit Teilhard de Chardin.
Justice and Peace is now involved making
peace with the planet. Elizabeth stimulated
Catholic environmental activity through the
National Justice and Peace Network. She
supported the ecumenical organisations
Christian Ecology Link and Operation Noah,
and local environmental initiatives in
Redbridge. During her illness, she kept
flowers by her bed because, ‘I have always
experienced God's living presence more truly
in the clouds, the trees, the blossom, the
birds than in any purely liturgical ceremony’.
In her eighties she carried a banner at
London’s climate events to coincide with the
December 2010 UN talks. She too was
given a woodland burial.
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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The place for Green Christian readers to find inspiring and informative resources

Human Evolution and
Christian Ethics
By Stephen Pope
March 2011
Cambridge University Press
374 pages
ISBN 978-0-521-17550-2
RRP £26.99
This is the first paperback version of an
important text in theological ethics that was
published in hardback in 2007. Some of the
chapters were written on Templeton Oxford
workshops between 1999-2002. So readers
should not come to this book expecting it to
be attuned to the latest developments in
bioethics (such as recent work on stem

cells, or reproductive technology). Rather
the book’s importance lies in its
engagement with underlying theoretical
issues.
Pope is Professor of Theological Ethics at
Boston University and explores his theme
from the Roman Catholic literature. Evolution
was formally and fully accepted in John Paul
II’s speech to the Papal Academy in 1996,
‘The Origin of Life and Evolution’, but with
the vital proviso that ‘the direct and
independent creation of the soul by God is
acknowledged.’ (81) This is an absolutely
crucial fault-line in the debate. If an entity or
aspect of human existence is privileged and
kept entirely separate from the scientific
account, then a full conversation between
the theology and the science is not
possible. So it is to say the least peculiar
that ‘soul’ does not appear in the index and
is not the subject of further discussion.
That said, it is encouraging to see an
engagement with this crucial topic starting
theologically with Irenaeus of Lyons’
resonant pronouncement that ‘the glory of
God is a living man, and the life of man
consists in beholding God’ (86) and
scientifically with an acceptance of the
explanatory power of evolutionary theory.
Pope reviews the field, lamenting that the
conversation has been so limited. But in
doing so he falls into the sort of mistake
that so weakens such conversations. Not
only is a classical Roman Catholic

Loving Volunteers: Leading
for the Love of it – and
Inspiring Others to Do the
Same
By Richard Steel
January 2011
Grove Books
30 pages
ISBN 978-1851747825
RRP £3.95
This little gem of a book is an insightful read
for leaders of volunteers, including those
who lead in a paid capacity, and also for
volunteers themselves. It helps us to reflect
on our own motivations for volunteering and
leading, our volunteering practice and the
challenges faced by others with whom we
volunteer.
Its title Loving Volunteers, rather than
simply motivating, inspiring or leading them,
is carried through the book, with the servant
leadership of Jesus given as an example
that Christians are called to follow. As
somebody who has volunteered and led
20
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volunteers for a number of years, with all of
the joys and frustrations that it brings, I
found that this book helped me to focus
more on myself. For example, rather than
fixating on the shortcomings of other
volunteers, what might I have done to
contribute to a difficult situation? How might
I better strive to embody servant leadership?
The experience of the author, Richard
Steel, Rector of Kirkheaton and Rural Dean
of Almondbury, shines through in the many

perspective presumed in the crucial issue of
God’s relation to time and providence, but
vital work on the relation of human being
and becoming is neglected because it does
not happen to have emerged either from
Roman Catholicism or yet from within North
America. I think particularly of the
contributions of Arthur Peacocke, especially
in his Gifford Lectures, which receive quite
inadequate attention.
This is all the more disappointing because
Pope does treat work by evolutionary
reductionists such as Richard Dawkins. Here
Pope is acute in pointing out the character
of Dawkins’ rhetoric, though his conclusion
that E.O. Wilson is an enemy of institutional
religion is not borne out by Wilson’s hopes,
expressed in The Future of Life and
Creation, that religious thought will be able
to influence hearts and minds in the
direction of healing the ecological crisis.
Later chapters treat the vital question of
altruism, on which Pope has written
extensively, natural law, and issues of sex,
marriage and family. This is a rich resource
which Cambridge are right to have made
more widely available. But it is also as I have
indicated a missed opportunity in various
respects, and limited by being already some
years old.

Christopher Southgate
University of Exeter

examples he gives, and the interspersing of
quotes from people with whom he has
worked and interviewed gives this book a
grounded wisdom. In a clear and
compassionate way, the book covers such
areas as the importance of privileging
relationships above processes and systems,
the crucial role of thanks and praise where it
is due at the same time as not shying away
from honest appraisal, concern for the
personal development of those we lead,
leadership as a quality of a team rather than
any one individual, and awareness of where
our own egos may stand in the way of
helping a team and others in the team from
reaching their goals and achieving their
potential. I found the section on
generational differences in approaches to
volunteering particularly interesting and
helpful.
Finally, I am struck that to love volunteers
also means to accept God’s love for us and
to love ourselves.
I look forward to the full length book,
which is currently in preparation.

Miriam Pepper
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Food & Faith: A Theology of
Eating
By Normal Wirzba
May 2011
Cambridge University Press
264 pages
ISBN 978-0521146241
RRP £16.99
Wirzba invites us to ask whether our eating
habits show respect for what is valuable to
God (page 4) and whether in our eating we
experience God’s care and creation as a
grace-saturated world (page 2). The Bible
depicts humans as plunderers of God’s
creation so redemption involves a
transformation in attitude towards food and
eating, for eating is one of the most
universal of all human activities. Through
eating we can plunder or care. This book
coaxes us to embrace eating as signifying
to what extent we value the creation we live
with and depend on (page 4).
The idea that humanity is the climax of
creation dominates today’s worldviews.
Wirzba argues: ‘Human beings are not the
climax of creation and others are not
created for humans’ (page 44). He
convincingly shows that the Sabbath is the
climax of creation, to which creation looks
when each creature realises its God-given
potential and offers its worship to its

Deep Green Resistance
By Aric McBay, Lierre Keith and Derrick
Jensen
June 2011
Seven Stories Press
520 pages
ISBN 978-1583229293
RRP £15.99
This book disturbs me. It is a hard-hitting
exposé of the horror of what is being done
to the earth, its poorest peoples, and future
generations: what these authors regard as a
waging of war. They begin by posing this
question: ‘If you care about life on the planet
and if you believe’ (those who currently hold
economic and political power) ‘won’t
voluntarily cease to destroy it, how does
that belief affect your methods of

Creator (page 45). God’s intentions for
humanity are summarised as: ‘to serve the
soil’ (page 57). However, we are ‘robber
barons of the soil’ (page 57), living in a state
of exile from God and believing ourselves
‘creators’ of our destinies (page 78), thriving
alone and at the expense of others
(page109).
In a restored creation, creatures made in
the image of a self-giving God are to
participate in God’s self-offering life,
dedicated to the nurture and well-being of all
creatures (page 135). For Wirzba, Christian
sacrifice is about learning how to make
one’s life into a gift that creates communion
(page 129). In the context of humans
abusing creation for individual selfempowerment, Wirzba cogently
demonstrates that Jesus instituted a new
way of eating for a restored creation in
which followers are invited to give their lives
to each other, and in so doing nurture and
strengthen the memberships of life (page
153).
Through Wirzba’s preferred priesthood
metaphor, the world is perceived as an altar
of God. Therefore, the priest draws people’s
attention to the altar and encourages them
in the work of self-offering sacrifice (page
206). However, this argument is persuasive
only if we can imagine ourselves into this
opaque imagery. I find images of ‘gardener’
or ‘care giver’ in the context of self-sacrifice

more imaginable than priest. Further, the
idea of the world as an ‘altar’ is unintelligible
(at least to me). Perhaps we need to ask to
what extent Jesus is depicted as a priest in
the New Testament.
Overall, this book revitalises biblical
teaching that creation is God’s good gift. In
recognising this we are to care for this
creation, facilitating its potential. All who
read this book will embrace food and eating
as ways of sharing creation as God
intended. How can we not? We are all
familiar with food and eating and we can all
do something about our eating habits and
attitudes towards food. Through
compassionate growing, buying, preparing
and eating of food we can build shalom
cultures of sharing.

resistance?’ Their analysis of the basic
cause of the harms referred to above
speaks to my experience. For 30 years I
have been a campaigner regarding justice,
peace and environmental issues. Most of
these campaigns have been triggered by the
abuse of economic and political power.
Some campaigns have had positive
outcomes but always new ones have
become necessary because of abuses in
some other part of this interlinked system, a
system characterised by the Occupy
Movement as ‘organised by the 1%’. Whilst
Occupy’s characterisation doesn’t
sufficiently acknowledge the responsibility of
all of us who benefit from the material
wealth which is generated, it clearly points
to those who primarily hold the levers of
power.
Placing a focus upon power structures,
and asking how these affect our methods of
resistance, is disturbing for many of us.
However things get tougher because the
authors go on to provide a comprehensive
analysis of direct and indirect actions which
may help bring about a social and economic
system ‘which is based on human rights and
sustainable material cultures’. And whilst
their analysis supports many forms of nonviolence, they regard violence against
strategic targets as necessary when nothing
else brings the desperately-needed changes.
How do I as a Christian respond to this

book? I join with the authors’ deep respect
and concern for all of earth’s life-forms and
for their commitment to care for our
descendents and for the poor of the world. I
resonate with their recognition that most of
those who we might expect to lead us in
facing the dire state of the earth, are
instead promoting business-as-usual. I am
disturbed by the invitation to consider
violence against infrastructure because
violence so easily begets violence; and in
that process, dialogue and cooperation
become lost. Yet I know that structural
violence is pervasive, and deeply entrenched
within laws (e.g. the requirement to
maximise profit for share-holders). The
authors’ question: ‘what do we do if we
believe that those who are most promoting
earth’s destruction won’t voluntarily cease?’,
nags at my longing for safety for our
descendents.
What might it mean to follow Jesus in this
context? I ponder the scene in the Temple
courtyard where he overthrew the tables of
those who chose money before God; and I
ponder his voluntary crucifixion. Fear wells
up and I ask ‘Lord, where can I run?’ May we
be graced, alone and together, to follow him
in trust.

Mark Bredin

Phil Kingston

www.greenchristian.org.uk
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climate change. However, the conclusion is
that the necessary change will require a
major shift in consciousness, probably
brought about by extreme necessity
For those of us familiar with
Schumacher’s writing, this is a timely
reminder of just how radical and forwardthinking his ideas were. For those who have
not read Small is Beautiful I would
recommend that you use this as an inspiring
‘taster’ and then get a copy of the original.

The Common Good and the
Global Emergency: God and
the Built Environment
By T. J. Gorringe
February 2011
Cambridge University Press
309 pages
ISBN 978-1107002012
RRP £55
The author of this wide-ranging book is
Professor of Theological Studies at the
University of Exeter. As the title indicates,
Tim Gorringe relates the built environment
to God and community. Central to his
argument is a theology of Grace. Grace is
God’s Self Gift for the common good of
God’s creatures. Most of the ingredients of
the common good – both where modern
people get things wrong and where
alternative, liberating movements get
things right – will be familiar to readers of
Green Christian. The three major
emergencies we confront are 1)
overpopulation, 2) climate change and 3)
resource depletion. The built environment
should radiate proportion and grace,
justice, beauty and order, Gorringe favours
the bioregional and vernacular, and resists
globalisation and modernist and postmodernist architecture. He notes the
ecocide of the car, air travel, high rises
and mega-cities. In brief, asphalt is the
earth’s last crop. Gorringe, like
Schumacher and Wendell Berry, argues for
settlements interconnected with each other
and their surrounding countryside. He
recognises, as all leaders must do, that,
as a Sinologist told this reviewer 40 years
ago, China alone can save China (by
restraint and sustainable example) or kill
the earth community. A review cannot even
mention the many aspects Gorringe treats
– space, place, churches, community,
small scale agriculture, hope … the list
seems infinite. I recommend this book for
readers willing to be stretched and
challenged. It tells Christians what to do
when we realise how dire is the state to
which people have brought the earth and
how bleak the future. In hope we keep on
trying.

Ed Echlin
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Small is Beautiful in the 21st
Century: The Legacy of
E.F.Schumacher

For a longer version of this review, please visit
www.greenchristian.org.uk/archives/category/ejournal/book-reviews

By Diana Schumacher
Green Books
127 pages
ISBN 978-1900322751
RRP £8.00
This concise yet comprehensive book,
published to commemorate the centenary of
Schumacher’s birth, is an exploration and
celebration of the legacy of his pioneering
work and philosophy. The author, Diana
Schumacher, is his daughter-in-law and an
influential thinker in the field of ethics,
ecology and the environment.
The opening chapter is a brief account of
Schumacher’s life and ideas, including his
growing spiritual awareness that led to his
embrace of the Christian Faith and his being
received into the Catholic Church late in his
life. The chapter that follows is a more
detailed exploration of the origins and work
of The Schumacher Society, formed after his
death in 1977. Chapter 3 describes
Schumacher’s involvement with the Third
World and the concept of Intermediate
Technology as a solution to the eradication
of poverty and the promotion of sustainable
development. Chapter 4 outlines his lifelong
interest in organic agriculture, local
production and the importance of people’s
connectedness with the soil, and chapter 5
details the formation, development and
current work of the Centre for Alternative
Technology.
Schumacher was a trained economist and
chapter 6 examines his contribution to the
new economics that finally took root in The
New Economics Foundation, which aims to
steer economics towards sustainability,
social justice and ethics. The penultimate
chapter of the book looks at Schumacher’s
ideas for transforming industrial work in the
First World, with particular emphasis on
humanisation and workplace co-operation.
The concluding chapter assesses the
relevance of Schumacher today and outlines
how his holistic approach could address
some of the major global issues of our time
– food security, peace, resource depletion,

God’s Green Book
By Charlotte Sleigh and Bryony Webb
January 2010
SPCK
112 pages
ISBN 978-0-281-06206-5
RRP £8.99
While there have been several books
published over recent years on Christian
care for the environment and various Bible
study guides, there have been few (if any)
UK-published study guides for house
groups.
The authors, church group leaders who
are involved in conservation, have provided
seven Bible studies based on specific
themes, each following an easy to
understand format – overview, Bible study,
pointers for prayer, practical activity,
creative reflection, facts & figures, further
study and a particular challenging question.
The structure also offers a coherent
progression between themes – God the
creator, provider, the natural balance of
creation, a meditation on the
interconnectedness of the world – and on
to the impact of our misuse of this gift, the
redemption of the whole of creation – and
finally to how we react to God’s
transforming call.
Short and not too ‘wordy’, the book can
be easily applied to house groups – which

LETTERS
this reviewer can verify, having used it
successfully in my own group. Amongst
lots of attractive features is the careful
balance it strikes – between seriousness
and playfulness (eg by use of quizzes) and
between practical activities easily applied
in our daily lives and creative reflection. It
works on all levels.
Highly recommended for church and
house group leaders who are looking for
practical ways of engaging members of all
ages in caring for God’s creation.

George Dow

Holy Shit: Managing Manure
to Save Mankind
By Gene Logsdon
December 2010
Chelsea Green Publishing
272 pages
ISBN 978-1603582513
RRP £14.95

Join Now

If you wish to become a member of Christian
Ecology Link or subscribe to Green Christian,
please fill in this form and send with
remittance to:
CEL Membership, 25/2 St Patrick Square,
Edinburgh EH8 9EY.
Please tick:

For a full review, please visit
www.greenchristian.org.uk/archives/category/ejournal/book-reviews

Standard Membership £18
Concessionary Rate (low income) £10
Joint/Family/Corporate £28
Green Christian only £11
Church Membership (recommended) £25

What our readers have to say
Someone in our workshop on Saturday let
me have her copy of the latest British
Medical Journal, 24th March 2012 which
has a spotlight on climate change.
Excellent articles by Chris Rapley, "A
corporate leader who ignored such an
evident material risk to the future wellbeing
of their business would be deemed
reckless, and would be dealt with harshly by
stakeholders and history. This is the
moment – a turning point in human affairs –
for all of us who can influence human
carbon emissions to step up to our
responsibilities and ensure real and effective
action", and Tom Burke: "We know we can
afford to (fix climate change) – the IEA
estimated last year that the net cost of
doing so might add only a couple of trillion
dollars to what we will be investing in
energy anyway over the next 25 years.
That is a few tens of billions a year – I used
to think that was a lot of money until the
bankers taught me otherwise"..He goes on
to say that making the connection between
climate change and health and security can
help to include people in our narrative, and
shift political will.....and "International
treaties are the output of political
agreements, not the input to them."
An article by Andy Haines, London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, had a go

Dear Chris,
You may be interested in this. If you
scroll down, you will see I won 2nd prize
in their Jack Clemo Poetry Competition,
I'm sorry I didn't win with one of my
'green' poems... maybe next time? I
attach a photo of me as my much
younger and prettier daughter
represented me at the event. She was
very glad not to have to carry home the
Cornish granite first prize.
I can't come to any of CEL's exciting
events because I am not really mobile any
more but, at 84 next month, my head still

at the IPCC's emphasis on technology
solutions "that are not necessarily optimum
for health and security." The focus on the
use of biofuels, for example, can reduce
pollution and ghgs, "but do not yield the
benefits for traffic injuries, noise, or physical
activity that can result from shifts away from
motorised transport". Similarly with
lifestock - intensification vs. eating less
meat.
Nice to hear some of our "solutions"
coming in from another field.

Name
Address

Postcode
(GC73)

Ruth Jarman
Dear Editor
I invite readers of Green Christian to take up
the Live Below the Line challenge this year.
To live off £1 a day for food for five
days. I took part last year and am going to
take part this year. The project invites you
to take part not only in the first week of
May, but any time in May and June.
Could you live of £1 a day for 5 days for
food and drink?
1.4 billion people round the world live off
less than £1.00 a day – a fifth of the world
population (and that includes for them
transport and clothing as well). Half the
world lives off less than £2.00 a day!!
In May thousands of people round the
world who normally much eat more are

going to be living off £1.00 a day in
solidarity with the poor, in order to raise
awareness (including their own) and in order
to get sponsorship for various charities.
Could you rise to this challenge? Do you
think it is possible? Could you get a group of
people to do this? Live Below the Line is a
campaign that's changing the way people
think about poverty – and making a huge
difference – by challenging everyday people
to live on the equivalent of the extreme
poverty line for 5 days.
www.livebelowtheline.com/uk

Judith Allinson

seems to be in working order and I pray
that it remains so. I send all my love to
everyone I know in CEL which is ever my
pride and joy.
Audrey Bryant
Co-founder of CEL

This was a personal letter sent to me last
year. I wanted to share it with all our
readers. OK Audrey’s daughter may be
younger, but prettier?
Editor
See p.9 for one of those ‘green’ poems -

Richard Hews, Polruan

Dear Editor
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Is your ecology too small?
CEL Weekend Retreat 2012
19-21 October, 2012
From the great story of the universe we learn that there is no
disconnection through time and space.
We are kin in the kin-dom of God with all that is.
What will our faith look and sound like when we embrace that revelation?
Our time will be a Christ-centred and biblically-informed journey.
We will travel with prophets, psalmists and cosmologists,
singing their songs and telling their stories of homecoming.
We will reflect together on our emerging vocation to be co-creators with God.

Noddfa,
North Wales
Penmaenmawr
LL34 6YF
“Noddfa” is a Welsh word meaning haven or refuge - a place of peace and welcome, a place where you can
regain energy. It is the name of the centre run by the sisters of the Sacred Heart of Mary in Penmaenmawr,
on the North Wales coast.

Cost: £100. Booking forms and travel arrangements available on our new website,
www.greenchristian.org.uk, or phone CEL’s information officer on 0845 459 8460.
A composite view showing the pattern of
light and dark matter in a cluster known
as ‘the Bullet’. The cluster lies 3.4 billion
light years away

