
16 March 2013 
Leeds 

Oxford Place Methodist Centre LS1 3AX 
11.00 a.m. – 5.00 p.m. 

 

The stream of life 
Tributaries and trails of thanksgiving,  

vulnerability and radical choice. 
 
 

A Christian Ecology Link  
day of celebration  
and exploration with  

Philip Roderick 
Director of the Quiet Garden Movement  
Leader of Contemplative Fire 
Adviser in spirituality, Sheffield diocese 

CEL’s annual conference for 2013 will nourish the 
roots of our environmental action.  We will deepen 
our relationship with what sustains us, in creation 
and in our care for it. 

During the morning Philip Roderick will lead us in 
exploring the fundamental connections between 
God, nature and the human.  We will attend to the 
essential rhythms of cosmos and community, of 
environment and person.   

The afternoon will help you deepen your 
discipleship, in society, in the green movement and 
in our churches. Practical sessions will help you 
take action on the issues you care about. 

It will be a day to engage body and spirit, mind and 
will, and refresh our bearings for the way ahead.  
See overleaf for more details. 

£15 (£10 for CEL members)   
For more details and a booking form 
see overleaf, call 0845 459 8460 or visit
www.greenchristian.org.uk/stream  

 



The Stream of Life 
This year’s annual CEL conference will nourish the 
roots of our environmental action.  We will deepen 
our relationship with what sustains us, in creation 
and in our care for it. 

During the morning Philip Roderick will lead us in 
exploring with body, mind and spirit the profound 
relationship between God, nature and the human. He will 
draw from the Scriptures and from the deep insights of 
Eastern Orthodox theologians and practitioners, such as 
Isaac the Syrian quoted in the box opposite. 

Our lives members and friends of CEL are shaped both 
by our discipleship on the way of Christ, and by the 
fragility of our world.  More and more people within and 
without the churches are facing up to the reality of eco-
vulnerability. Ancient and contemporary Jewish and 
Christian teachers show that people tend to change not 
so much through fear or the imposition of guilt-trips, but 
rather through a process of sensitisation to wonder and 
wisdom, earthy enthusiasm and effective engagement. 

This awakening involves discovering deeper connections 
with what lives around us. The inter-connectedness is 
not just a fact of life: it is for many a ‘felt sense’. This 
solidarity and empathy can be enhanced and extended.  
The best way to do this is by choosing to deepen our 
spiritual practice. As we build stronger foundations of 
prayer and love (which can be expressed in a whole 
variety of ways, as we shall explore at the conference) 
so our personal and community lives will be uplifted and 
transformed 

With Philip we shall learn to be attentive to the essential 
rhythms of cosmos and community, of environment and 
person. Our mother’s heartbeat provided a core 
foundation for our interaction with the world. The 
foundation is rhythm. The cycle of the seasons, the 
pulse of the body, the essence and energy of God, 
planet and people – all of this can be offered up in our 
discipleship and worship: praxis and praise that are 
plugged into the everyday and into the mystery of life in 
Christ. 

In the afternoon the conference will feature a choice of 
interactive workshops, led by people who have been 
inspired to take action themselves and help others to do 
the same. Three of the groups will focus on the 
‘tributaries’ of learning, experience and growth which 
nourish our Christian environmental witness: 

 In prayer, contemplation and intercession 
 In worship, liturgy and preaching 
 In church life and buildings. 

Three more groups will follow ‘trails of witness, 
challenge and action’, enabling people to share their 
experience and develop their action on current debates 
and campaigns on: 

 Climate change 
 Agriculture and food 
 World development and the environment 

You will be able to sign up on the day for any two of 
these. 
Access: The whole of the Oxford Place Methodist 
Centre is accessible. 

Please complete and post the booking form 
opposite.  We look forward to seeing you for a 
nourishing and memorable day!  

BOOKING FORM 
 

Name(s):  

 

Postal 
Address: 

 

 

 

Email:  

Phone:  

Number of 
places 
booked: 

 Amount of 
cheque 
enclosed: 

£ 

 
Please tick which category you are booking:  
 £10 -- Early bird price for all those who book by the 

end of January 2013        

 £10 -- For CEL members whenever they book, 
including on the day itself.     

 £15 -- Full price for non-members February onwards.  

 Bargain tickets of £5 for young people under the 
age of 25.     

Please make cheques payable to: CEL 
If you have any questions about the event, please 
contact CEL’s Information Officer, Jo on 0845 459 
8460 or email Ashley at bookings@christian-
ecology.org.uk 
 
Please return this form with your cheque by post 
to: Ashley Ralston, CEL Bookings Secretary, 29 
Rosemary Derive, Shoreham-by-Sea, West Sussex BN43 
6HT. 

‘What is a charitable heart? It is a heart burning with 
charity for the whole of creation, for humans, for the 
birds, for the beasts, for the demons --- for all creatures. 
He who has such a heart cannot see or call to mind a 
creature without his eyes becoming filled with tears by 
reason of the immense compassion that seizes his heart, 
a heart that is softened and can no longer bear to see or 
learn from others of any suffering, even the smallest pain, 
being inflicted upon a creature.  

That is why such a person never ceases to pray for the 
animals, for the enemies of Truth, and for those who do 
him evil, that they may be preserved and purified. 
He will pray even for the reptiles, moved by the infinite pity 
that reigns in the hearts of those who are becoming 
united to God.’   St Isaac the Syrian 


