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Where are we going?

• “Jobs and Growth”
• Physical limits to 

growth
• A bioregional 

economy
• Living the full circle of 

life



• Techniques to achieve 
the return to growth:

• “structural reform”
• monetary stimulus
• more “efficient” 

exploitation of 
resources

Which jobs? Growth for whom?



But perhaps a rest from growth isn’t 
such a bad thing . . .?



CO2 emissions associated with UK 
consumption 1990 to 2009 (Defra)



Easterlin ‘paradox’



A green economy?



CO2 intensity of GDP across nations: 
1980–2006



Carbon Intensities Now and Required to Meet 
450 ppm Target



Growth and Equity

• ‘Growth is a substitute for equality of income. So 
long as there is growth there is hope, and that 
makes large income differentials tolerable’

• ‘this relation holds both ways round. It is not 
simply that growth is a substitute for equality, it 
is that greater equality makes growth much less 
necessary. It is a precondition for a steady-state 
economy.’ (Wilkinson and Pickett, 2009: 221-2).



The Bioregional Economy: A Globally 
Local Proposal

• ‘Borrowing your 
resources from the local 
natural environment’

• Having a stake in your 
local place

• Ownership and 
accountability are 
related



Objective for the Proposal
• To achieve the best possible 

level of well-being for the 
least possible use of 
materials and energy

• To take steps through 
participation and 
engagement before the crisis 
provokes more authoritarian 
responses

• To focus the economy on 
quality rather than quantity



What is a bioregion?
• ‘a unique region definable by natural (rather than 

political) boundaries’
• A bioregion is literally and etymologically a ‘life-

place’—with a geographic, climatic, hydrological and 
ecological character capable of supporting unique 
human and non-human living communities. Bioregions 
can be variously defined by the geography of 
watersheds, similar plant and animal ecosystems, and 
related identifiable landforms and by the unique 
human cultures that grow from natural limits and 
potentials of the region



An economic bioregion

• A bioregional economy would be embedded 
within its bioregion and would acknowledge 
ecological limits. 

• Bioregions as natural social units determined 
by ecology rather than economics

• Can be largely self-sufficient in terms of basic 
resources such as water, food, products and 
services.

• Enshrine the principle of trade subsidiarity



Context is Everything

• Western 
economies are 
bloated

• Message is 
different in 
economies with 
absolute poverty

• Vital message 
ahead of COP21



The Indigenous Perspective

• The land does 
not belong to us 
but we belong to 
the land

• Sense of 
reciprocity and 
mutuality



 In societies whose very existence depended 
upon knowing the earth and how to hunt its 
animals and forage for its foods—the way of 
life for 99 percent of human history—respect 
for the natural world and an appreciation of 
the land itself as sacred and inviolable was 
surely inevitable. That sensibility was literally 
so vital that it was embedded in some central 
place in each culture’s myths and traditions 
and was embodied in each culture’s supreme 
spirits and deities.

Kirkpatrick Sale



Consumption for Satisfaction

• Confusion of needs, 
satisfiers and goods: 
Max-Neef

• The problem of 
‘cathexis’, as exploited 
by Steve Jobs

• The need to stimulate 
desires rather than 
satisfy them



Is changing light-bulbs enough?
• Market drives only 

profitable innovation
• Built-in obsolescence 

works to stimulate 
further demand

• Pheobus cartel: 
evidence of pressure 
against innovation

• What alternative 
incentives can we find?



Life is relational not rational
• Rationalist, capitalist 

models of economic life 
have lead to the 
‘disenchantment of the 
world’

• The value of 
relationships with each 
other, with other 
species and with the 
natural world



Local culture and terroir

• We are what we eat
• We are where we live
• An new ethic of consumption



Living the full circle of life

• “Getting and spending, 
we lay waste our 
powers”—Wordswort
h

• Knowing your place in 
space and time

• Falling in love with 
your native soil

• Insurance and the 
power of prayer



Find out more
www.greeneconomist.org
gaianeconomics.blogspot.co
m
Green Economics: An
Introduction to Theory, 
Policy 
and Practice (Earthscan, 
2009)
The Bioregional Economy: 
Land, Liberty and the 
Pursuit of Happiness
(Earthcan, 2012)


