(Note for users of this draft letter. Please send via your MP both to inform her/him of your concerns and to ensure that you receive a response from the Minister)

To the Secretary of State for the Department for International Development

Address 
Date
Dear Mr. Mitchell,
We write to you as Minister responsible for the Government’s policies to promote development and the reduction of poverty. Our concern arises from the International Energy Agency’s World Energy Outlook 2011, particularly the temperature changes which it predicts. You will be aware of the serious effects of climate changes which are already occurring in the poorer countries; and of the increasing dangers to development gains and future plans as the effects of climate change gather pace. We support you in your efforts to halt and reverse temperature increases. 
As you know from the World Energy Outlook and from the UK government’s declared policies, it is of vital importance for the poor of the world, for future generations and for Earth’s many life-forms, to limit average global temperature rises to 2 degrees centigrade. To achieve this, the government has agreed to keep carbon dioxide levels to the internationally agreed 450 parts per million (although there is well founded evidence that this is not enough and a more reliable figure is 350ppm).

We are deeply concerned by two statements in the Executive Summary of the WEO 2011. The first refers to the gross inadequacy of current policies presently in place by world governments with regard to limiting average global temperatures to 2 degrees Centigrade. The report states that with these current policies ‘we are ... on …. track for a temperature increase of 6 degrees Centigrade or more.’  Should governments, including that of the UK, implement new policies already agreed but not yet in place,  ‘the world is on a trajectory that results in a level of emissions consistent with a long-term average temperature increase of more than 3.5 degrees Centigrade.’
The second statement is that ‘Four-fifths of the total energy-related CO2 emissions permissible by 2035 are already ‘locked-in’ by our existing capital stock (power plants, buildings, factories etc.).‘ The report goes on to say that if stringent action is not taken to limit new plant which is planned to by built by 2017, then by that date CO2 emissions will be such that they will leave ‘no room for additional power plants, factories and other infrastructure unless they are zero-carbon’. (This last stipulation is of course impossible to implement, particularly in view of statements in the WEO with regard to the time-scale for effective development of carbon capture and storage). 
The seriousness and urgency of these temperature scenarios for the poorest peoples of the world cannot be overestimated. If all of the plans for the infrastructure referred to above actually results in their use, then limiting the temperature increase to 2 degrees C will be impossible after 2017.
The speech by your colleague, Under-Secretary of State Stephen O’Brien, to the UN Compact event on 06/12/11 said that ‘… as we take steps to generate a lasting (economic) recovery, we must at the same time address the even more significant future threats of climate change and the unsustainable use of natural resources.’ (our emphasis). We are deeply concerned because we can find no reference to the World Energy Outlook 2011 on the DfID website. This report clearly has enormous implications for international development. 
We ask if you will let us know what you are doing to publicise the dangers to development which will arise in acute form if actions are not take to prevent the temperature increases predicted in the 2011 WEO; and the steps that you are taking to seek the urgent national and international negotiations which are essential if this 2017 scenario is to be avoided. 

Yours sincerely





