Draft letter to MP re relationship between fossil fuel emissions and changes in global temperatures

To 

Your address
Date
Dear
Some information regarding the relationship between Fossil Fuel emissions and changes in Global Temperatures. Thank you for giving us time to present our concerns and for your willingness to engage with us about them. We had the sense of being heard by you and your colleagues and appreciate that. 
This letter contains the information we promised to send which may help you in becoming more clear about whether fossil-fuel emissions are a principal cause of global warming. We offer the following:
A basic question to try to answer is ‘Where have the CO2 emissions which have arisen from the beginning of the industrial era (about 1750) gone? A reasonable hypothesis is that some have been assimilated by the forests of the Earth and that most of the rest are in the atmosphere and oceans.
A primary source of scientific analysis of this subject is to be found in the Summary for Policy Makers of the 2007 Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. It can be accessed on IPCC 2007 Summary for Policy Makers). 
The Climate Change Act 2008 was developed and passed with all-party support. The Department of Energy and Climate Change reflects the Government’s acceptance of the basic science and of the necessity of urgent action to prevent dangerous temperature increases.
The 2011 World Energy Outlook report of the International Energy Agency – set up by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development, of which the UK is a member – is the report which we brought to your attention when we met. We are particularly concerned by two statements in it, both on page 2 of its Executive Summary. They are:
‘We cannot afford to delay further action to tackle climate change if the long-term target of limiting average global temperature increase to 2 degrees C is to be achieved at reasonable cost. In the New Policies Scenario (i.e. policies already agreed, but still to be implemented by governments), the world is on a trajectory that results in a level of emissions consistent with a long-term average temperature increase of more than 3.5 degrees C. Without these new policies, we are on an even more dangerous track, for a temperature increase of 6 degrees C or more.’
‘Four-fifths of the total energy-related CO2 emissions permissible by 2035 in the 450 Scenario (i.e. the emissions which are expected to lead to 450 parts of CO2 per million in the atmosphere), are already ‘locked-in’ by our existing capital stock (power plants, buildings, factories etc.). If stringent action is not forthcoming by 2017, the energy-related infrastructure then in place will generate all CO2 emissions allowed in the 450 Scenario up to 2035, leaving no room for additional power plants, factories and other infrastructure unless they are zero-carbon, which would be extremely costly.’                                                                                                                                   The Chief Economist of the IEA in subsequent speeches about the WEO report states that the levels of temperature increase which the world is currently moving towards are ‘catastrophic’.
It is the urgency of the national and international actions which need to be taken within this 5-year ‘window’ which led us to seek a meeting with you.  
We wish you well in your work on behalf of the people you represent in this area.
Sincerely



