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EDITORIAL

A wake-up call
In his review of Seeking Justice by Keith
Hebden (p.23) Canon Donald C.
Macdonald confesses that the
implications of his own agreement with
the author’s main thesis for his own
‘priestly praxis are terrifying and yet
irresistible’. The book, he writes, ‘offers
me a much-needed wake-up call and
motivation to do more to work for
justice and true peace’.

I trust and pray that this issue of Green
Christian is also a wake-up call for us all
for our own daily discipleship praxis,
whether we are priests or not!

Joy in Enough
The Joy in Enough conference, the
latest CEL initiative, together with
partners A Rocha and Speak was a
wake-up call for all who participated.
When we live in a culture which defines
the way we live by its definition of
consumerism – ‘a social and economic
order that encourages the purchase of
goods and services in ever-greater
amounts’ (Wikipedia) what does it mean
to follow Christ? To follow Him means a
confession that the implications of
discipleship are both terrifying and yet
irresistible for our way of life. This
initiative will offer us a much-needed
wake-up call to live justly and joyfully
with enough (see pages 4-7).

Resistance
Canon Macdonald also comments that
Hebden ‘demonstrates a convincing and
well-illustrated defence of non-violent
resistance and of the importance of
compassion in the motivating “force” in
opposing oppression.’

Sandra Dutson’s powerful story of
participating in non-violent direct action
is another illustration. It is resistance
motivated by obedient discipleship and
the irresistible need to change our way
of life. ‘We feel are up against
“principalities and powers”, she writes.
Her resistance resulted in this
expression of faith: ‘I feel grounded in
love and hope in ways not really
experienced in such depth before’ (see

pages 10,11). Macdonald’s book review
recommends Seeking Justice for the
‘passionately- argued defence for a
political gospel and a political Christ
that draws out the power and subtlety
of that attack which both Jesus and
Paul made on vested interests and
powerful elites and cliques of their day’.
Even this issue’s poetry page is a 21st
century example of the passion of the
spirit of Christ resisting both the power
of the multi-nationals in the first poem
and our attitude through educational
policy towards children in the second
(see page 22).

A community of resistance and
hope
So this issue of Green Christian also
offers a much needed wake-up call. A
reminder that being a disciple of Jesus,
the Christ, is a journey. It is a journey of
change responding to the state of the
dominant culture. So it is that our own
CEL structures and way of being will
need to be in continual transition. In the
article on the centre pages (14-16)
George Dow and Paul Bodenham reflect
on new ways of belonging to CEL. They
envision a way of life appropriate to our
CEL calling and maybe a change of
name.  Remember that these two
issues are separate. They do not rely
on one another. But both envision
change.

Jesus said, ‘Follow me’
The Rule of St Benedict includes a
dedication to a life of change. This is
the realization that the whole of life
needs to be open to change, with an
open and free response to the
challenges that being a disciple of
Jesus brings. It means a constant
letting go, responding to biblical
demands in daily life. We are all in a
constant transition. Michael Davies’
honest In Transit article (page 12) is an
exemplary illustration of this journey.
My response to organisational change
is a response to the question: How best
can this cherished movement of CEL
encourage me to follow Jesus and at
the same time reveal to me when I have
so normalised, in my life, the dominant

culture that I have neglected to answer
the Lord when he calls: ‘Come, follow
me’?

Follow me
This is the wake-up call of all wake-up
calls. It is the call to follow Jesus. This
is not about the inconveniences of
organisational change but it the radical
call to so change our lifestyles that we
resist the destructive status quo and,
because we resist, we reveal hope.

Once again Green Christian illustrates
what that sort of discipleship means to
ordinary Christians who live in
extraordinary times. n

A much needed wake-up call:
Jesus said, ‘Follow me’

Dr. Miriam Pepper, our Book
Review editor, starts a new job

The Uniting Church in Australia in
NSW/ACT has started a new initiative
called ‘Uniting Earth Ministry’.  The
project is strongly rooted in the
Church’s understanding that we are
servants of God’s mission, which is
the reconciliation and renewal of the
whole creation, always on the way of
encounter with the crucified and
risen Christ. The project asks: What
does it mean to live a faithful life in
the present context of our changing
awareness of the place of human
beings within the whole creation?,
and how do we confess the Lord in
fresh words and deeds in this
context (of accelerating human
impact on the planet’s ecology and
our increasing understanding of our
relatively short part in the story of
life on earth)?

Miriam together with her colleague
the Revd Dr Jason John will be
working in partnership with others to
• resource, enable and engage

congregations and faith
communities to engage faithfully
with environmental issues they
face. 

• Initiate and develop, and support
others to develop new forms of
Church with a focus on
ecologically-aware expressions of
faith

• Develop and deliver ecotheological
education for mission

• Mentor those engaged in learning
and developing leadership skills in
ecologically engaged ministry

• Engage directly in public theology
and prophetic ministry.
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Iwant to begin by retelling Luke’s
parable about the rich farmer (Luke
12.15-21). You know it well: it is in the

context of Jesus warning his followers
against all kinds of greed and His
teaching on wealth. He told them of a
rich man whose crops yielded a
gigantic harvest and he had nowhere to
store them. So he decides to pull them
down and build better and ever-bigger
ones. Then he tells his soul – eat, drink
and be merry – enjoy yourself! And I
never fail to be chilled by the next
words: ‘You fool,’ God says. ‘This very
night I will demand your soul – this
hoard of yours, whose will it be then?’
This is a man who typifies a ‘more’
culture, a culture which has lost its
communal soul, which cannot
understand the imperative of ‘enough is
enough’ let alone the capacity for ‘joy in
enough’. Eco-theologian, the late
Thomas Berry called this a ‘deep
cultural pathology ... When the power of
ecstasy is subverted into destructive
channels ... we are in a disastrous
situation’.

How can society find its way back
from a culture of ‘more’ to a culture of
‘enough’? That’s the task we set
ourselves today. I tried to Google this

sense of a loss of a corporate soul
typified by the Lukan rich man, and all I
could find were individualistic
programmes offering healing from
addictions. Yes, important, but it’s
communal/collective addiction we are
speaking of. How to transform the
desire of society for more things – the
equivalent of the rich man’s barns – to
what truly brings joy, shared well-being
and flourishing. T. S. Eliot cautions us
that the path is not easy:

I said to my soul, be still, and wait
without hope

For hope would be hope for the
wrong thing: wait without love

For love would be love of the wrong
thing; there is yet faith

But the faith and the love and the
hope are all in the waiting. 

(T.S Eliot, East Coker in Poems,
London: Faber and Faber, 1974,
p.200)

In this network – CEL – we have
prioritised a right relationship with the
earth as a pre-requisite for communal
well-being and flourishing, part of the
vision we share of the Kingdom of God,
as a kingdom, a shalom of right
relationship. As the late David Toolan SJ

beautifully
put it: ‘We
are great
mothering
nature’s
soul-space,
her heart
and vocal
chords –
and her
willingness,
if we
consent to
it, to be spirited, to be the vessel of the
Holy One whose concern reaches out to
all that is created. When we fail in this
soul-work, nature fails/falls with us. But
when it happens, when we say yes to
the Spirit who hovers over our inner
chaos, the mountains clap their hands,
the hills leap like gazelles’ (David
Toolan, At Home in the Cosmos, Orbis,
2003, p.215).

He gives us here a sense of the
recovery of joy, the sense of the
fulfilment of desire. But he also
stresses patience – as Eliot suggested
in the metaphor of waiting. Cathy
Campbell, in Stations of the Banquet 1

(a Lenten book), describes this as a
very active patience, characterised by

This is our yearning and hope
Mary Grey began the conference with a moving meditation
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continued on page 6

two practices or disciplines, one to
awaken the heart, and the second to
dismantle structures that harden the
heart. The practices to awaken the
heart include developing eyes that see
and ears that hear; ‘a heart that
welcomes the stranger, hands that
offer food to the hungry, and freedom
to the captive and enslaved; a mind
that discerns the path of truth and
wisdom; … and a soul that thirsts in
the infinite love and always-enoughness
of God’ (NB God is joy and God is
enough). The structures that harden the
heart include the threads of addiction –
hate, violence, acquisitiveness,
excessive attachments, greed; patterns
of discrimination like racism, sexism
and individualism; justifications for
inequity, scarcity and exclusion;
and all the practices that harm
the integrity of creation. How,
you might ask, should we
activate this active patience in a
culture of impatience and instant
gratification? One way, she
suggests, is by keeping the
Sabbath holy as a communal
practice.  And by holding
together creation and liberation
as two sides of the same coin. In case
you think that Sabbath rest is a cop-out,
this book stresses that Sabbath is all
about work – good work – the
redemption of work, the retuning of
work to its rightful place within the
vision of the service of all human and
non-human needs, in anticipation of the
new creation, the coming Kingdom.

I believe this is something that
touches our deepest longings, and the
source of real joy: isn’t that what we
really want; isn’t this our longing, that
through the healing of multiple broken
connections, we become reconciled to
our deepest selves, with each other
and with the earth? Truly ‘joy in enough’.

In the end it is only this vision that
keeps us going with the Sabbath task,
what Thomas Berry calls ‘The Great
Work’, and restores a lost soul, lost to
our culture of more-than-enough, of
never-enough. The vision, not of
returning to Eden, whence the fertile
river flows, 2 but of the restored city, of
a reconciled Jerusalem, where ‘the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of

the nations’ (Rev. 22.1) and the crystal
waters of life flow through our streets.
Treading this path, our wild yet sacred
longings for a healed cosmos are kept
alive by the Spirit, whom I imagine not
as gentle dove but as Wild Bird: she
keeps our hearts restless for a time,
while our joy will really consist in
working for when the deserts become

1. Cathy Campbell, Stations of the Banquet,
(Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2003), pp.206-7.

2 I disagree here with Alastair McIntosh, Soil and Soul
(Aurum, 2004), p.247. Returning to Eden is
nostalgic and regressive. Constructing ecological,
sustainable futures is our mission. 

once again fertile, when sacred rivers
flow again, and the long suffering of
desolate people, excluded by a culture
of more, is at an end. Our joyous
hearts will be able to expand with
boundless compassion towards all such
communities around the globe.
Remember, Jesus said, ‘I want your joy
to be full’ (John 10.10) – and the dawn
of a transformed world will ever beckon
us to enlarge our horizons. 

Humanity’s perennial question is,
What do we really want? The goal is to
set in motion the transformation from
‘more’ to ‘joy in enough’ and to break
the fetters of addiction to consumerism
and the domination of the free market
system in our culture. This is the

challenge. In the recovery of our
communal soul we discover both
answer and way forward. Desire
and longing of heart and soul find
true fulfilment in enabling the
happiness of others: in hospitality
and openness to the other we
recover the joyous possibilities of
our interconnected selves. We
long for authentic experiences of
Sacred Presence. We long too for

the healing of communities destroyed
by greed, for communities to relearn to
practise relations of intimacy and
mutuality. 

All of this comes together in our
yearning for justice – longing for the
reconciliation of groups divided by
excessive wealth and greed is realised
only by the prioritising of justice.
Longing for enough, longing for

This is our yearning, our hope:
that the earth’s woundedness be
over and that together we know

each other in a flowing world
where all yearnings are realised

in truth, peace and love.
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recovery of our collective soul, and
longing for God come together in a
resting place where desires are
satisfied and fulfilled in justice for all
vulnerable communities and a
sustainable economy for the earth. This
is our yearning, our hope: that the
earth’s woundedness be over and that
together we know each other in a
flowing world where all yearnings are
realised in truth, peace and love. Only
then will we awaken to a deeper
yearning, and know ourselves held and
cherished by the desire of God’s very
self. n

Mary Grey is a Roman Catholic
liberation theologian, now Professor
Emeritus of the University of Wales,
Lampeter. In addition to ecological
theology she is very involved with
justice and peace issues in the Holy
Lands and now a core member of
the Balfour Project
www.balfourproject.org 
She was co-founder with Dr Nicholas
Grey (1987) of the NGO, Wells for
India, a water-based organisation in
Rajasthan, NW India. 

The Outrageous Pursuit of Hope
Stephen Retout reports and reflects on the Joy in Enough Conference

The article in Green Christian 76
about the new CEL Joy in Enough
project caught my imagination,

resonating as it did with my own
thinking around the financial crisis and
day-to-day experience working in the
public sector.

So, on Saturday 29 March I found
myself at Carrs Lane Conference
Centre in Birmingham. The closed
Wesley Owen bookshop on the site was
a stark sign that Christians are not
immune to economic forces. This was
the third Christian bookshop to cease
trading in Birmingham in recent years. 

There was a buzz of anticipation as
the delegates gathered. Paul

Bodenham, the CEL Chairman, captured
the mood of the day in his welcome
address. He told us that the conference
had been fully booked for two months –
unprecedented for a CEL event, Paul
said the project seemed to be riding
the wave of something significant. In his
view, the events of the recession and
financial crisis showed that orthodox
economics did not seem to be working. 

In her opening theological reflection
Professor Mary Grey (for the full text
see the previous pages) inspired us all
with the succinct theological insights
that ‘God is Joy’ and ‘God is Enough’.
She suggested that apart from
recovering joy and a right relationship
with nature, there was a need to tackle
the structures that harden our hearts to
the fate of the planet and the poor.

The real difference in this CEL
conference from others I have attended
was that we were engaging with
another discipline in some detail –
ecological economics. The key speaker
Dr Dan O’Neill is the Chief Economist at
the Center for the Advancement of
Steady State Economics at Leeds.
Another difference from other
conferences was the amount of reading
we all did prior to the event, including
Dan O’Neill’s co-authored book Enough
is Enough.

Dan summarised three key reasons
to question continuous economic
growth. The first of these was the
environmental cost of climate change,

biodiversity loss and the depletion of
the nitrogen cycle. Secondly, happiness
indicators had not shown any increase
since 1950 despite a tripling of Gross
Domestic Product (GDP). Finally,
economic growth above 2% was the
historical exception since the oil crisis
of 1972.

Dan referred us to various resources,
available at SSE.org, which explained
the above issues and possible ways
forward to manage our economies
differently. 

A key difference in a steady state
economy would be a shift from
globalisation to localisation. Important
ideas included limitation of resource
use, reduction of working hours as
productivity increased, and a more
equitable distribution of wealth. Dan
critiqued the reliance on debt of the

major western economies and outlined
the need for a reform of the monetary
system. He saw the fixation with GDP
as something which needed to be
remedied, with other measures being
used that take account of human
wellbeing and resource depletion.

Mary and Dan’s addresses had
brought together a lot of ideas about
the interaction of theology and steady
state economics, which needed careful
reflection and the first part of this took
place in the workshops. 

For the morning session I chose
Working Group 4 on Consumerism and
Social Capital. The group exercise
brought out the reality that we are all

A key difference in a
steady state economy
would be a shift from

globalisation to
localisation

continued from page 5

Left to right: Dan O’Neil, Paul Bodenham, Mary Grey
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immersed in the consumer culture.
None of us are ideologically pure and
we live in communities that influence us
to act in different ways. Several of the
group felt uncomfortable with questions
about our relationship with consumer
goods and there were admissions of
storage problems for our excess
possessions. 

Mary Grey provided some helpful
insights on ‘Kingdom Economics’.
Pointing out that this is not a new idea,
she mentioned John Taylor’s book
Enough is Enough from the 1970s. I
felt proud I had this on my bookshelves
at home. I also felt embarrassed by the
thought of the excessive numbers of
theology books accumulated at home
over many years – perhaps I should
have confessed this in the group
exercise?

The group leader gave us three
points to reflect on about consumerism:
1. The need to seek simplicity instead

of complexity/clutter in our lives. 
2. Understand where our identity

comes from? 
3. Social Capital. We seem to have

increasing shortages of time to
interact with neighbours and family.

In the closing reflection, we were
asked to consider what it felt like when
we bought something. This was
compared to St Ignatius’s idea of
transitory joy and was in contrast to the
lasting joy of more authentic
experiences than simply buying things. 

During the lunch interval I spoke to
Gail Rogers, a theological student from
Queen’s Foundation Birmingham and
not a CEL member, who said: ‘Dan was
fantastic. My chin dropped to the floor
as I suddenly realised how we were
relying on the vulnerable to keep the
economy going. But when there is a
surplus they are the last ones to reap

the rewards. There is a social gap in
the way the economy operates.’

Paul Bodenham again captured the
mood of the conference in his summing-
up before the afternoon sessions,
stating in good-humoured exasperation:
‘There’s just so much!’

He explained that the conference was
a first step to capture the diversity of
ideas in a long process of the Joy in
Enough project. At some point the
project team would need to focus and
create a shape for future work.

An indication of the diversity of
thinking was seen in Working Group 1. In
a case study two groups were each
asked to suggest biblical references to

support a more enlightened economic
approach for a multinational corporation.
The groups produced two entirely
different set of biblical quotations at the
end of the exercises! 

Paul recapitulated the conference
aims, especially the need to obtain some
theological imperatives for a post-growth
economy. Here and in the final plenary
session, the conference was asked to
give views on how we go forward to
bring about the aims above.

One group of ideas centred on
reclaiming the feasts of the Sabbath,
Harvest Festival and Christmas, as
vehicles to challenge consumerism.
Another set proposed that the
economics of local Churches might be a
resource. As part of their mission,
Churches could be examples of
sustainable living for the wider society.
However, the group recognised that
Churches did not always live up to the
highest standards of sustainability.

One delegate proposed that we should
be ambassadors for real joy,
rediscovering the gospel and the
concepts of shalom and the Kingdom of

My chin dropped to the
floor as I suddenly

realised how we were
relying on the vulnerable

to keep the economy
going

Heaven. However, it was important we
were not labelled as Utopian. We needed
to act prophetically, both speaking out
against consumerism and living an
alternative lifestyle. We also need to get
an understanding of how much is
‘enough’.

The importance of the 2015 General
Election was identified. We needed to
develop a broader context of steady
state economics for our questions to
MPs. Dan suggested we should direct
our MPs to the online film about steady
state economics at SSE.org, to take
them outside the box of continuous
growth. 

Mary Grey pointed out the need to
start where we are and not to lose hope.
My strong impression is that we ended
the day filled with hope for the future of
the ‘Joy in Enough’ project. CEL has a
really strong conversation partner in the
Centre for the Advancement of Steady
State Economics. The website SSE.org
gives some excellent resources for
challenging the endless growth
paradigm. We have some really good
resources on the CEL website, which will
doubtless develop in the light of this
initial conference. The working groups
have already unearthed rich possibilities
for taking the project forward. 

Dan O’Neill reminded us, quoting
Thomas Berry, that only through
understanding our outer life can we
understand our inner life. The Joy in
Enough conference has shown us that
the opportunity and challenge for CEL
and all Christians are both clear. To
quote the title of one of Mary Grey’s
books, this challenge to orthodox
economics is nothing less than The
Outrageous Pursuit of Hope. n

Steve Retout has been a CEL
member for nearly twenty years and
lives in Derby. Having recently taken
early retirement he hopes to get
more involved with ecotheology and
green issues. Steve experiences the
natural world mainly through long
distance walking especially in the
Derbyshire Peak District and Wales. 

Intense listening by delegates

CEL is delighted to be cooperating with A
Rocha and Speak in the JiE project and
acknowledges all their help and
participation in the conference. Editor
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Finding the Still Point
Chris Walton explores his interpretation of Jesus’
saying, ‘The Kin-dom is within you’ Luke 17.21

Ibelieve in one God, Maker of Heaven
and earth. As part of that belief I
warmly embrace this: 

This is a cosmologist’s description. I
have experienced those bottomless
vaults of generosity in Christ. I have
learned that the whole of the community
of earth, basic matter as well as all
living things is not ‘only created but
creative, not a passive blend of chance
happenings and mechanically
determined events, but an unfolding
creativity ever coming into being, ever
bringing itself forth.’2

In the final chapter of his book The
Hidden Heart of the Cosmos, Brian
Swimme excitingly describes the
process of creation from the first flaring
forth:

‘The density of primordial matter is
exploding forth as rapidly as the speed
of light. Every place in the universe is
at the centre of this exploding
reality…That which blossomed forth as
cosmic egg 15 billion years ago now
blossoms forth as oneself, as one’s
family, as one’s community of living
beings, as our blue planet, as our
ocean of galaxy clusters. The same
fecund source, then and now; the same
numinous energy – then and now.’1

We are the unmoving centre of this
cosmic expansion, and we have been
there since the beginning of time. The
primary challenge of this cosmological
transformation of consciousness is the
awareness that each being in the

universe is an origin of the universe.
The centre of the cosmos refers to that
‘place where the great birth of the
universe happened at the beginning of
time, but it also refers to the upwelling
of the universe as river, as star, as
raven, as you, the universe surging into
existence anew’.1

But there is a grave warning here.

I believe in one God, Maker of Heaven
and earth, made known to me in Christ
Jesus, the Lord. So if the centre of the
universe is where I live my life then,
made in the likeness of the Creator I
also need to learn from His practise of
Lordship which does claim masterhood
over any part of the universe. He does
not claim to be first, but to be last. I
need  to follow Him in the life
ofservanthood, in the ‘vulnerability of
real relationship with other persons and
places in the depths of this
unmasterable world’1.

So where will I experience the Still
Point in a universe which is in continual
motion? Where is the Still Point?
Amazingly it is within myself, another
great birth of the universe.

For many years my privilege has
been to introduce children to silent
solitude in the natural world. We should
let these children lead us. Settling down
in a favourite spot in the grounds at
Ringsfield Hall they experience:

‘a way of waiting, a way of watching,
and a way of listening ... it is a way of
interiority, of stopping and then of
exploring the cellars of the heart and
the centre of life ... silence is never
merely a cessation of words ... rather it
is the pause that holds together all the
words both spoken and unspoken … It
is fullness not emptiness, it is not an
absence but the awareness of a
presence’.3

Thomas Merton takes many pages to
assert that without a certain amount of
solitude we will not find the still point
where compassion for others is found:
’Go into the desert not to escape other
people but in order to find them in
God.’4 He counsels that solitude leads
to reconnection and communication
with others. He records his experiences
in his journals:

‘The rain around the cabin … with a
whole world of meaning, of secrecy, of
rumour. Think of it: all that speech
raining down, selling nothing, judging
nobody, drenching the thick mulch of
dead leaves, soaking trees, filling the
gullies and crannies of the wood with
water, washing our places where men
have stripped the hillside … Nobody
started it, nobody is going to stop it. It
will talk as long as it wants, the rain. As
long as it talks I am going to listen’.5

But the experience is not limited to
wise, famous contemplatives.

‘Waves patter as I sit here and relax.
When I look around I see birds flying
free in the sky and rocks seem to be
talking to each other in a kind way.
Although people talk to me I take no
notice.  I am too involved in watching
and listening to the earth speak.  After
listening to the earth I try to listen to
my friends, but all I can hear is nature
calling me to listen’.
(Ten year old boy)

Spending time alone enables us to
find that Still Point where
consciousness with the whole of
creation is reawakened. Each of us is a
centre of the universe. Test it out. n

‘The universe began as an eruption
of space, time, matter and energy
out of all-nourishing abyss, the
hidden source of all creativity. The
universe began as a titanic bestowal,
a stupendous quantum of free energy
given forth from the bottomless
vaults of generosity’1. 

See references on page 23
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SNIPPETS

Spring Start
Ann Parker reflects on signs
of hope

Christians for a Life-Sustaining Earth
Like many Christians, we are concerned about the depletion and destruction of Earth’s eco-systems. We are disturbed by
three outcomes of these processes: 

• The effects upon God’s creation
• The effects upon the poorest peoples of the world (and eventually upon all of us), and
• The effects upon future generations. 

We acknowledge with sadness and regret our part in these processes and we ask for God's grace to ‘turn around’ so that
we become active carers of these eco-systems. Whilst there are many facets to their depletion and destruction, we have
chosen to focus upon world-wide changes in climate because of the seriousness and magnitude of its effects.

Many international bodies are calling for the rapid reduction of CO2 and other greenhouse gas emissions in order to
ensure that average world-wide temperatures will be kept within the 2°Centigrade increase which is enshrined in the UK's
Climate Change Act. We are concerned that Government, business and media are not yet promoting actions which match
the urgency of the current situation. 

Wherever possible, we will seek to protest against those who are putting short-term interests before the maintenance of a
life-sustaining earth. We are prepared either to take non-violent direct action or to support such actions by others, in order
to bring attention to these concerns. 

We acknowledge that non-violent direct action has a long and honourable tradition within Christian life. In the last half-
century, we have seen examples of this in the ending of Apartheid in South Africa, the fall of the Marcos dictatorship in
the Philippines, the ending of the Iron Curtain in Europe and the successes of the US Civil Rights Movement.

We affirm that we do this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Jesus is the Word made flesh; ours is an incarnational
spirituality which demands involvement in the world and resistance to all that is destructive of God’s creation.

We can be contacted at phil.kingston@hotmail.co.uk

Most of my life I have been the
sort of person who tries to
notice the beginning of spring.

When does it start? When the leaves
begin to show? Or when the trees turn
a misty sort of reddish brown about
February or March. What’s happening
then? Nothing green and spring-like.  

This week, while waiting at a bus
stop, I had time to notice the beginning
of spring. A nearby tree was putting
out tiny brown shoots, almost invisible.
From a distance, at the top of the tree
there was this familiar misty effect, as
if the tree had grown fur. Then I
noticed that these small shoots were
on the ends of new twigs no longer
than a finger. It was these small
twiglets that caused the misty effect,
while the new buds gave it the
brownish colour.

Maybe
this isn’t
new to
anybody,
although
in a world where we are so distanced
from nature and even from the time or
inclination to observe our own gardens,
it might be as fascinating to others as
it is to me. But it was also a sign of
hope. A promise. It looked like so
many small gatherings of people trying
to defend the world from those intent
on destroying it. We who belong to
FOE, Greenpeace, Transition towns, 38
Degrees, Christian Aid and many local
eco groups are, by ourselves, barely
visible buds on a tree, but together we
are becoming that brown misty haze
and we will go on until we are fully in
leaf.

Some small branches will fall in the
wind or storm. Some will be
deliberately destroyed. Whole
communities will fall under the vast
machinery of deforestation. 100 years
after the Great War and all those
graveyards to the fallen, we may one
day have other cemeteries to those
who fell for the sake of the
environment. We trust that our
memorials will consist of trees, not
stone slabs and that they will be
planted by those who survived, those
who came through this great war of
the world. n
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Fracking at Barton Moss
Sandra Dutson shares her 
conviction that it is time to resist

Barton Moss
Back in November I went to what would
be the first of many visits to Barton
Moss protector camp in Salford. The
camp was established to try to prevent
or slow down exploratory drilling for
coal bed methane and shale gas and at
least to draw attention to a wider public
of the dangers of that and any
consequent fracking.

Barton Moss is about 1½ miles from
where I live in Eccles. Fracking has
serious environmental impacts on land-
use, water and air quality because of
the actual process involved. There are
also very reasonable fears that this
could be the beginning of
industrialisation of the countryside on a
large scale; this is not fully clear but
entirely possible with the present
support of the Government for fracking
as a solution to our energy crisis. 

A decision to take NVDA
However, my main motivation for joining
in with some of the action was the
strong feeling that we should draw a
firm line about prolonging the
dependence of the world on fossil fuels
and all consequent implications for
climate change. Fracking for me was
along with Arctic drilling and tar sands
oil extraction – clearly one step too far.
I was profoundly inspired by some of
the actions of Greenpeace about the
Arctic drilling situation. A few of us
within CEL had met for a training
session with Turning the Tide, a Quaker
group involved in training in non-violent
direct action. This was because we felt
the moment had come when concern
about climate change was being so
sidelined, ignored or misrepresented via
the usual democratic and media
channels. There is real urgency about
the need to change our ways – as
individuals, locally and globally – if this
unique and precious world is to sustain
life. 

The final spur to
involvement was
Typhoon Haiyan in
the Philippines. I
know a Christian
Aid worker who
was involved in the aid operation
following the typhoon, and was
receiving her bulletins giving a very
graphic idea of the situation there. I
was much touched by the Christian Aid
prayer below, which was written to
express solidarity with the Philippines
following the typhoon, while the climate

change talks in Warsaw were taking
place and following the impassioned
speech and fasting of the Filipino
representative there.

What I have seen on most of my visits
to Barton Moss is a group of
dishevelled campers, a motley group of
people, many local or from Greater
Manchester, and a huge police
presence, vanloads of Tactical Aid Unit.

Principalities and Powers
All most of us do is to walk very slowly
but continually being harassed by police
to walk faster, keep the pace quicker.
Increasingly, as we start to walk down
the lane towards the site, I feel we are
up against ‘principalities and powers’,
that is, the power of those in positions
of authority – those with wealth and
wishing to generate more – who
combine with the police to suppress
and oppress those who have won the

arguments but are vulnerable. It is like a
long invisible line behind police and
trucks: Local Authority, national
Government, the possibility soon of
international trade agreements and
behind it all ‘big money, big business’. 

Motivations
I am among those whose main concern
with this search for hard-to-extract fossil
fuels is that it perpetuates the use of
such fuels which are known to
contribute to climate change and all the
impacts of that on human beings
globally, including flooding. 

I am also among those who are
concerned that if fracking is allowed it
has the potential to pollute our water in
ways that would affect millions of
people.

I usually take an Amnesty water bottle
so I can have a drink and this is a
reminder that throughout the world
protest, however legitimate, is often
met with extreme violence. I would not
compare the actions, most of the time,
of our police force with those in some
more repressive regimes but I think we
are not just at the beginning of a
slippery slope but part of the way down
it.

This situation is one which is
highlighting a huge imbalance of power
and it also reveals a major problem in
the definition of the word ‘crime’.
Among the thought-provoking notices
and signs along the stretch beside the
camper vans and tents there is one that
reads ‘Crime stoppers arrest bloke with
drill’. This contains the gist of the battle
going on. Whose idea of ‘crime’ is
prevailing? What is legal is sometimes

God who hears.
We shout out, not holding back.
Calling for the madness to end.
For the bonds of carbon dependency 
to be loosened.
For those oppressed by greed 
to be freed.
For the yoke of economic primacy 
to be broken.
For those in parched and flooded
places to have their needs satisfied.

Sandra on the right, her friend-in-resistance, Anne
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profoundly immoral. We are a few
people, vulnerable in many ways,
standing in non-violence against all
those with power, status and wealth.
We do not consent to be frogmarched
toward climate change nor are we
sleepwalking but are fully alive to what
is happening here. 

Lock on NVDA
After each visit I write up a kind of
reflection on the visit, parts of which
have been drawn on above. What now
follows is part of what I wrote after one
visit when there was a ‘lock on’
involving four people, right in the middle
of the path and so blocking it, a more
extreme piece of direct action. They
were sitting on the ground, their arms
in long bits of piping stuck together in
some way. 

They were clearly not comfortable and
were getting colder. Someone brought
hats and a big coat to wrap around
them and their companions offered
encouragement of various kinds. One
or two sat in the circle made between
them. We had a brilliant concert from a
singer leading those of a mind to join in
with a whole range of ‘protest’ songs.
Some had drums and, despite the cold,
two hours passed in a very peaceful,
cheerful way, at least for those of us
free to move around. There were a few
young children and several dogs and
the police simply withdrew, possibly
awaiting our move or the return of the
special ‘protestor removal unit’ required
to do the unlocking.

As ever I was interested in the diversity
of those involved in the act of protest,
the level of support and general
creative approach to making this stand.
As time went on, the folk ‘locked on’
were brought chairs without legs as
someone had cut them off so they had
some protection from the cold ground.
Then a table top was placed in the
middle, with plates and even a rather

lovely pot of daffodils. The singing grew
stronger and it really felt as if the whole
action was a demonstration of the
strength of theatre, music, camaraderie
and simplicity in the face of another
kind of power – that of big trucks and
big business supported by politicians
and police.

Various kinds of food began to appear.
One woman with a small child did not
feel able to be part of the action
walking in front of the convoy. She was
concerned that it was not a sensible
thing to teach her 3-year-old it was OK
to walk in front of such big trucks.
However, she had made two big pots of
delicious hot food and plates of
buttered bread.
A little later
someone else
appeared with a
few trays of hot
chips. I am not
sure if the
people ‘locked-
on’ received any
but they may
well have done so if some of their
companions fed them. By this time the
police ‘protestor removal unit’ had
arrived so we were moved further down
the lane. They needed a ‘sterile
environment’ for their work (the use of
language in all this never ceases to
amaze. Several protectors tried to
explain how the use of the word ‘sterile’
was quite bizarre in this situation). 

Our singer now led us once more in
singing and there were silent moments
as people remembered the folk being
freed. Their courage and humour was
remarkable. The atmosphere was
distinctly party-like, and indeed one
child, informed he was now to leave
and pick up an elder sibling from
school, pleaded he did not want to
leave the party! The result of this action
was that the convoy was delayed for
several hours. 

I do not know the ‘faith’ positions of
most of the protectors. However, I do
think that their commitment and their
willingness to leave all brings home to
me what discipleship is about. The
incident above had, for me, moments
of sacrament about it because of the
feelings and understanding about the
land, the shared meal, the shared
conversations and concerns. 

Grounded in Love
Even though I only go once a week for
a comparatively short time, this has
been a life-changing experience for me.
On my way to record my bit for Beyond
Belief I reflected that in a way the
programme could, maybe should, be
called Before Belief. It has been
through involvement in the protector
action that I see so many things in a
clearer way. I feel grounded in love and
hope in ways not really experienced in
such depth before. 

On one visit I asked for a moment to
share a reflection. Part of what I shared
from a hay bale were these words by
Mahatma Gandhi:

‘Let the first act
of every morning
be to make the
following resolve
for the day:

I shall not fear
anyone on earth.
I shall not bear ill

will toward anyone. I shall not submit to
injustice from anyone. I shall conquer
untruth by truth. And in resisting
untruth, I shall put up with all suffering.’

We are part of a chain of witnesses. n

We do not consent to be
frogmarched toward

climate change nor are we
sleepwalking but are fully
alive to what is happening

here. 

Walking very slowly in front of the lorries A lock on protest

Sandra is a CEL member, a member
of Ashram Community, a Methodist
Local preacher in Salford circuit and
currently has some involvement in
Eccles Quakers.  She is working on
connections, personal, family and
various communities including
campaign groups. She likes George
Fox’s statement ‘walk cheerfully over
the world answering that of God'. 

Last August, CEL member Ruth Jarman
was arrested, with others (see GC76
page 12), protesting against fracking
at the Balcombe drilling site. See page
20 for the result of the court case.
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IN TRANSIT

Sustainability and the Kingdom of God 
Michael Davies shares his journey

Our journeys with God often have a
clear starting point but a less
clearly defined end.  He can break

into our lives, sometimes when we are
advanced in years, and point us in a
new direction.  This paper has been
provoked by similarities between my
journey experiences and those of
Simon Ross in Green Christian 76.  

Some seven years ago, not long after
I had retired from full time employment
as a university-based Engineer, my wife
and I attended a pair of lectures in the
secular setting of Words by the Water
at the lakeside theatre in Keswick.
These lectures were given by Fred
Pearce and Mark Lynas, scientific
journalists who had made careful
technical studies of climate change and
had written books on the subject,
namely The Last Generation – How
Nature will take her Revenge for
Climate Change and Six Degrees – Our
Future on a Hotter Planet.  These
lectures started me on a journey that
has changed the direction of my life.

The science
My first reaction was to check out the
science.  Because of my background, I
had little difficulty in understanding what
was going on and found that Pearce
and Lynas had projected a story that
could realistically take place during this
century. The most accessible scientific
reference is Global Warming – The
Complete Briefing (now in its 4th
Edition) by Sir John Houghton a
Christian author who has spent a
lifetime at the cutting edge of climate
science.  I also started to reconcile this
science with my ‘theology’ which has
been 100% Bible-based from an early
age.  I shared my thoughts with A
Rocha and this initiated another stage
of the journey when I was provided with
a reading list on the biblical foundations
for caring for creation.  This was a
another eye-opener as it took me to

parts of the Bible that I had not been to
before and enabled me to see more
familiar parts in a new light.

From this beginning, the journey has
continued in further stages.  An early
realisation is expressed succinctly by
Dave Bookless in his book Planetwise;
‘Climate change is simply the most
obvious symptom of a much, much
deeper sickness.  At the heart of it is
this: we human beings have got our
relationship with the planet all wrong.’
Nowadays, I never speak about climate
change in isolation, I only speak about
sustainability and climate change.
Some relevant science can be found in
a special edition of New Scientist dated
18 October 2008 entitled The Folly of
Growth – Our Economy is Killing the
Planet. Since the industrial revolution,
the population has been on a rising
‘exponential’ curve. The consumption of
every commodity that we use is also
rising exponentially and, as every
scientist knows, exponential curves are
unsustainable. An article in Nature
Reports Climate Change, October 2009
entitled Planetary Boundaries discusses
seven key environmental indicators
which have thresholds.  It is argued
that, if we cross the boundary of any
one of them, the resulting irreversible
changes will be catastrophic for human
society.

So what does God make of all this?
What are His long-term plans for planet
earth and where do we human beings
fit into them?  Where does the
downward spiral of the environment fit
into my ‘theology’?  Where is the ‘hope’?
I am now immersed in the early
chapters of Genesis, both creation
science and creation theology together
with the fundamental problems that
arose when mankind entered upon the
scene.  Everything follows from the
dramatic opening sentence, ‘In the
beginning God created the heavens and

the earth.’  In his book A Fine-tuned
Universe, Alister McGrath reveals how
incredibly finely-tuned is the entire
universe, carefully designed to make
life possible. In God’s Undertaker John
Lennox also shows us that the amazing
scientific discoveries of recent years
should not deflect us away from God,
instead they point to the Creator of the
universe.  We might struggle with the
fact that science seems to clearly
indicate that God took (about?) 13.7
billion years to complete the job and
utilised an evolutionary process, but
this in no way contradicts the assertion
that, as God spoke the word, His
creative acts came into being.  The
created order was built to last, not to
be blown away by the misadventures of
human beings in the space of a few
hundred years.  Instead, it was
designed to reveal: ‘God’s invisible
qualities, His eternal power and divine
nature’ which can be clearly seen and
understood from what He has made
(Romans 1: 20) and it declares his
glory (Psalm 19: 1).  Like Simon Ross, I
have been awed by Psalm 139 and Job
chapters 38 to 41.  God remains
Sovereign Lord of all that He has
created and, despite appearances to
the contrary, He retains absolute
control.
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IN TRANSIT

Creation to Redemption 
As the journey continued, for a time it
had the working title, Creation to
Redemption and traced the great
themes of the Bible from Genesis to
Revelation in its ‘grand narrative’.  Then,
the revelation came that the one great
theme that binds everything together, is
‘The Kingdom of God’.  When Jesus
commenced His ministry, his opening
words were ‘The Kingdom of God is
near. Repent and believe the good
news!’ (Mark 1.15) and, after this
opening, He spoke about little else.
This leads on to the current stage of
my journey.  What do we understand by
‘The Kingdom of God and what are its
implications for our lives and witness?’ 

The Kingdom of God
A ‘kingdom’ is not just people, it also
needs a “land” and the landscape for
God’s eternal Kingdom is his creation.
God’s commission to mankind in
Genesis chapters 1 to 3 is to act as his
stewards, to “serve and preserve” His
earthly Kingdom.  “The Fall” in Genesis
chapter 3 is not just the fall of mankind
into sin, creation is dragged down as
well.  Creation requires redemption, just
as we do.’ 

When Abraham stepped out on his
journey of faith, we are told that ‘he

was looking forward to the city with
foundations, whose architect and
builder is God’ (Hebrews 11.9-10).  Of
other great saints of the Old Testament,
the same chapter says: ‘All these
people were still living by faith when
they died.  They did not receive the
things promised; they only saw them
and welcomed them from a distance.
Instead, they were longing for a better
country – a heavenly one.’  And finally,
it is revealed that we are on precisely
the same journey as they were: ‘God

had planned something better for us so
that only together with us would they be
made perfect’ (Hebrews 11.39-40).
Their hope, together with ours, rests in
nothing less than the final
consummation of the Kingdom of God.

In Romans 8.18-25, the Apostle Paul
captures the comprehensive essence of
the Christian Gospel as he depicts
creation waiting in eager expectation
for the sons of God to be revealed in
the hope that the creation itself will be

liberated from its bondage to decay
and be brought into the glorious
freedom of the Kingdom of God.  As we
wait for our redemption, creation waits
alongside us and groans with us.
Redemption is for the whole of God’s
creation culminating in the Holy City of
God being established on a renewed
earth when ‘the dwelling of God will be
with men and he will live with them and
they will be his people’ (Revelation 21.1-
4). 

Live now for the Kingdom
When we interpret the Gospel in terms
of the Kingdom of God, rather than
merely as a matter of personal
salvation, a new clarity emerges.  We
are expected to learn about this
Kingdom in the Old Testament, become
citizens of the Kingdom through the
redeeming work of Jesus and then live
for the Kingdom in the light of the New
Testament in the power of the Holy
Spirit and in the hope of an eternal
future in the renewed Kingdom.  The
Cross of Christ is all-embracing, it looks
back to Genesis and forward to the
book of Revelation and encompasses
the whole of the universe.  Not least,
this puts our relationship with the
environment in a biblical context.  We
are not expected to sit on our hands
waiting for eternity, God expects us to
live for His Kingdom here and now. 

One of the most striking effects is
that, when viewed through this lens, the
Old Testament comes to life.  This is
reality as the Kingdom of God evolves
in a fallen world and we can note that
most of the biblical texts that are
quoted in connection with environmental
theology and ethics are in the Old
Testament.  However, in the New
Testament, the Kingdom becomes
global and we realise that God’s interest
in and concern for all that He has
created  is underpinned by the fact that
Jesus Christ is seen as the Creator,
Sustainer and Redeemer of all created
things (Colossians 1.15-20).  Here lies
both our hope and our motivation. n

The created order was
built to last, not to be
blown away by human

beings

CEL member Mike Davies is Emeritus
Professor of Structural Engineering at the
University of Manchester and a Fellow of the
Royal Academy of Engineering.  When he is
not growing organic fruit and veg or thinking
about the Bible’s ‘grand narrative’, he carries
out international engineering consultancy.  He
would welcome any interaction arising from
this article. 

Jesus and Wild Nature: hearing His call to
an eco-inclusive spirituality

Friday 27 June 2014 - Sunday 29 June 2014
at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, Birmingham

Course Details
Jesus was in the wilderness with the wild animals. Biblically, living in harmony with wild
nature marks out a truly spiritual person. We are called to be creation companions;
much more than being eco-aware and active, it’s a call to a deep personal connection
with the sacredness of all things and God’s free and wild Spirit. Supporting the theme,
the course will explore scriptural roots to wilderness spirituality, nurturing a Jesus-
centered wild spirit, and expressing this in an urban world.

Course Leader Information
Maud Grainger is Woodbrooke's Faith in Action Tutor. She is interested in how we live
our witness in the world and community activism.
Noel Moules is a thinker, teacher and activist for peace, justice and deep ecology. He
founded Anvil Trust and Workshop – its learning programme in applied spirituality.

Cost £180 Booking:
http://www.woodbrooke.org.uk/courses.php?action=course&id=8794
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One of the basic principles of ecology
is that all things change over time –
no change, no life. Christian Ecology
Link has changed through its 32 year
history responding to social and
cultural change. In fact part of the
Steering Committee’s agenda is
always new projects, new ways of
promoting creation care, new ways of
resisting the global insanity of infinite
economic growth.

For some time now two such issues
have been explored. They have been
independently discussed.
They are about (1) introducing a way
of belonging to CEL by more formally
acknowledging the community of
green Christians which is CEL, and (2)
accepting that it may be time for a
change of name, simply
acknowledging that we are green
Christians.

These two issues have come together
in this article, but the Steering
Committee is concerned that they
should be seen as separate issues.
The one does not depend on the
other. This is an article of vision.

Editor

A community of re
George Dow and Paul Bode

belonging to our cher

Introduction

You don’t have to be a fan of Russell
Brand to agree that Western civilisation
is in an oppressive deadlock.  ‘For me’,
he told Jeremy Paxman on Newsnight in
late 2013, ‘the solution has to be
primarily spiritual and secondarily
political’.  Didn’t the prophets say that
all along?

The interview touched a nerve.
Commentators realised that spirituality
is not another product to be
commodified and privatised, like water,
plant genetics and carbon dioxide.
They conceded that pugnacious
rationalists need not have the last word.
But what is spirituality worth today?
Organised religion, which might one day
have become the global commons of
the spirit, is largely discredited among
the progressive and the young, and who
can blame them?

Ours is not the first generation in
such an impasse.  As history shows,
people have often come together in
radical religious communities to
confront and subvert the self-interest of
the powerful. Today’s new monastic
movement is expressing this ancient
instinct once again.  

Many CEL members are already
members of new, and not so new,
religious communities.  In some ways
CEL is itself a community, although we
do not expect the mutual accountability
of our members that an order does.
Looking at our constitution a sociologist
would probably characterise us more
loosely as an ‘association’.  

A few years ago the then Head of
Churches for A Rocha, David Hughes,
was helping the Steering Committee of
CEL find its next steps.  Off the cuff he
summed CEL up as ‘not willingly an
organisation’ but rather a ‘movement’.
It was a telling characterisation: we
welcome members and friends alike,
with no expectations, but we aspire to
relationships between members which
are more than merely transactional.  

Now we find ourselves asking for holy
Wisdom to discern what that ‘more’ is.
There is a hunch that there are two
places to seek an answer – in our
belonging as individual members, and
our identity as a movement.  Let us tell
you something of each.



New ways to belong?

CEL members who attended the Annual
Members Meeting on 2 November
2013 discussed whether it might be
helpful and practicable to introduce a
CEL Way (or Rule) of Life.  We began by
hearing brief presentations on the rules
of life of three religious communities:
Third Order Franciscans, Shechem and
the Iona Community.  In the group
discussions which followed we explored
how a CEL Way of Life might help us
reconcile our own relationship with the
earth, as individuals and in our own
local communities and Churches; and
how it might help us build community
and relationships with other CEL
members.  We looked for any
difficulties which a CEL Way of Life
might cause, and what it might look
like.

We took as our starting point CEL’s
existing objectives: to share insights
between the green movement and
Christians. We discovered we already
offer lots of types of services similar to
other organisations which have rules of
life – for example resources (magazine,
leaflets, worship, liturgy), a website,
local groups, speakers, retreats and
conferences.  However CEL’s services
are specific and focused, and even
unique, and we would want to continue
offering them, through our members’
generosity in time and money.

We noted that while many of the other
communities include care of creation in
their rules of life, it is only ever one of
several elements.  Furthermore some
CEL members already follow another
community’s rule of life and might not
wish to commit to a CEL one, however
that may be worded. 

A CEL Way of Life could offer an
additional optional opportunity for those
members who choose to commit and
be accountable to each other for
undertaking a set of spiritual principles
and actions with a key focus on the
care of God’s creation in all its forms.
If introducing an agreed CEL Way of Life
was considered appropriate, there
would be no obligation on members to
adopt it.  Participants in the workshop
were clear that those who did commit
to the CEL Way would not be
considered in any way ‘special’ – we
would all remain as ‘equal’ CEL
members.

The box to the right illustrates some
of the suggestions made at the

HOPE

• Daily prayer, eg using the CEL
Monthly Prayer Diary

• Regular Bible reading or other
devotional study, eg using CEL’s
Lectionary and Worship Materials

• Adopting the CEL leaflet Nine Ways
to Live Gently on the Earth as an
integral element

• Sharing and accounting for the use
of our resources, eg using ecocell

• Specific current and planned action
for creation care, eg through
active involvement in local, regional
or national projects / campaigns

• Meeting with and accounting to
each other, eg by adopting a Soul
Friend or through CELink

• Drawing up a list of recommended
readings for sharing amongst CEL
members.
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nham reflect on new ways of 
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workshop for a ‘menu of themes’ for a
possible CEL Way, in which our
discipleship might grow. It was felt that
wherever possible existing resources
available on the website should be used.

The objective of the workshop was
not to put the case for CEL to have a
stated Way of Life, but simply to open
up the topic for discussion and then
gain feedback from the wider CEL
membership – as this article seeks to
do.  

A new name?

At the same workshop one CEL
member voiced a question which many
others have asked over the years: ‘Is
Christian Ecology Link the right name?’.
It was a challenge whose time seemed
to have come.  Already the name of the
CEL website has been changed to
match this magazine –
greenchristian.org.uk.

continued over the page
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What are the next steps?

To summarise, what is being suggested here are two separate proposals: 

(1) We are considering changing CEL’s name to Green Christian.  

Any final decision on a name change will be taken by CEL’s trustees, but given
that one of our aims is to ‘empower agents of change’ we are seeking your
advice and comments now before proposals take shape. 

(2) Further, and optionally, we could strengthen that community, and its
witness, through the development of a Way of Life which acts as a centre
of gravity for the new community, and a foundation for its discipleship and
witness – including for those members who do not themselves subscribe to
the Way of life.

The logistics and cost of overhauling an organisation’s identity can be
fearsome, but much of the branding for ‘Green Christian’ already exists, and the
name of CEL, a registered charity and company, does not necessarily have to
change.  In fact retaining the institutional back-up of Christian Ecology Link
could make it easier to work with others to incubate new initiatives.  

Please send your thoughts on these two proposals to the Editor, post
via the CELink community or contact George Dow
(georgedow51@btinternet.com) by 30 June 2014. n

When CEL was formed in 1982
‘ecology’ had a different usage – for
instance the Green Party was the
‘Ecology Party’ back then.  ‘Link’ sought
to address the isolation which many
green Christians experienced before the
internet, and before other organisations
emerged to help reconcile Church and
creation.  When they talk about ‘Christian
Ecology Link’ now, some members say
they meet with mild puzzlement.  It
vanishes when they explain it is a group
for Green Christians.

Nonetheless CEL is more than a
support group.  As Radio 4’s Peter Day
described us we exist to ‘keep pushing
new ideas into the mix.’  We did that with
LOAF and Operation Noah, and are doing
it again with Joy in Enough.

Having adopted the name Green
Christian for our magazine and website,
it may be time to apply it also to the
circle in which we meet and learn to love
God’s earth anew.  A common Way of
Life might help to weave the fabric of a
stronger, deeper and more compelling
‘Green Christian’ witness, not only for
those who practise but for those who do
not.

ANNUAL CEL RETREAT 2014
7th to 9th November at Noddfa Retreat House, Penmaenmawr, Gwynedd LL34 6YF

led by Mary Grey

The journey to a just and sustainable economy will need to engage heart as well as head. For our retreat we will develop the
theme of our March conference, exploring the spirituality which can help us conceive the destination and sustain the journey.

Check the CEL website or phone 0845 459 8460 for details of how to book.

Mary Grey is a Roman Catholic liberation theologian, now
Professor Emeritus of the University of Wales, Lampeter. In
addition to ecological theology, she is very involved with justice
and peace issues in the Holy Lands and now a core member of
the Balfour Project www.balfourproject.org.

She was co-founder with Dr Nicholas  Grey (1987) of the NGO,
Wells for India, a water-based organisation in Rajasthan, NW India. 
(See p.23)
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As tree diseases and pests surge,
species and ecosystems weaken:
whether ash trees, larch forests,

or now, rare wild juniper infected with
phytophthora austrocedrae. But these
diseases, partly caused by the
international plant and timber trades,
seem also a reflection of a wider
picture, mirroring conflicts of the entire
globalised economy which places
growth and progress over the needs
and limits of the created world. Ecology
and economy may have a common
linguistic root, but they stand now at
odds as the land mourns.

As members of CEL we seek to stand
against the tide, to stand for a
different way – God’s way – whether
as individuals or as members or
leaders of CEL’s diverse local
groups across the country.

Isaiah is just one book of the
Bible in which the desolation which
follows when we turn away from God’s
ways is pictured as a desert, a land
where vines yield little (5.10; 16.10),
where rivers dry up (19.5-7) and where
forest and field are laid waste (10.18-
19). Contrasting with this we hear that
when we seek ‘the Lord while he may
be found’ and obey, then instead of ‘the
thorn bush will grow the juniper, and
instead of briers the myrtle will grow’
(55.6, 13).

In this issue I have decided to look at
group news month by month, starting
with October, which saw several group
events.

Ottery St Mary held a successful
environment day with talks and
children’s activities. One of the talks by
the head chef at River Cottage, Hugh
Fearnley-Whittingstall’s HQ, centred on
the need to cook with local ingredients.
This is of course River Cottage’s own
speciality with the on-site gardens
supplying the kitchens. Proceeds from

the event have funded a water pump for
a Church community in Melanesia,
where Ottery St Mary enjoys strong
links.

The Milton Keynes group held a
food-themed event with the Oxford
diocesan environmental network,
Earthing Faith. Hereford CEL organised
a talk on the Green Deal, one of the
130 events during Herefordshire’s
Energy Week. In the Hereford village of
Clifton local children wove willow into
wreaths with a local farmer who also
screened a film on farm life. All Saints
Church here also held an evening event
with contributions from local farmers

and Riverside Organics, in aid of food
banks in the area.

As with many organisations November
and December proved quiet months

with groups hibernating. Widening their
area of activity, some group leaders or
members supported other non-CEL
local initiatives. In Hereford
environmental events have begun to be
held in the cathedral’s newly restored
barn this winter. These have included a
film screening and a talk on
permaculture. The cathedral is building
up a range of environmental books too.
Is this an idea that others might follow?
In Andover and Milton Keynes
Transition groups persevere.

And now to tree pests and diseases
once again. Since January several
group leaders and members have sent

CEL’s new campaign letter on this
theme to a local garden centre or
plant nursery and two leaders have
the campaign in local e-news, which
they send to a wider circle of
supporters. The St Ives group has
used the Hope for the Future

campaign letter to write to their MP and
parliamentary candidates. It has also
been recently written to the National
Trust about the charity’s position on
wind farms. n

Juniper in the Wasteland 
Isobel Murdoch reviews CEL Groups around the country

LOCAL GROUPS

The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of God will

stand for ever (Isaiah 40.8)
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As winter began to recede in February
groups laid plans for the year. Reading
group held a stall at Reading College’s
Green Fair early in the month, inspiring
some good conversations and
publicising the cause. St Ives in
Cambridgeshire are now being
assessed for their second Eco-
Congregation award for the Free United
Reformed Church. As the Norwich
group seeks to engage congregations
with the environment they are
organising three Forest Church
sessions. The first is in the beautiful
setting of Blickling Woods. In March
Cheltenham CEL heard Bishop David
Atkinson (author of Renewing the Face
of the Earth and board member of
Operation Noah) talk about Psalm 104,
the creation psalm. Hereford’s group
leader attended an event to mark
Climate Change Week (3-9 March) run
by Concern Universal, a development
charity in the city. Also in March
Leighton Buzzard and Milton Keynes
group leaders attended CEL’s Joy in
Enough conference in Birmingham.

For Lent 2014 Shrewsbury’s EGG
produced a study booklet for local
Church congregations, supported by

Cwm Harry, a Marches sustainability
charity. EGC’s Howard Hutchings
assembled the weekly guide on the
theme of God’s creation and our
response with a different focus each
week and with ideas for reflection and
action. This initiative may be expanded
and developed next year.

Looking ahead to the next six months
Clun are planning their latest Green
Weekend in early July and outings to an
organic farm and hay meadows, while
other groups consider whether to
arrange outings or attend local events
to hold stalls.

I know that running a group may
seem a very big commitment but a
group could be small and informal.
There are so many different ways in
which groups contribute. To see a CEL
presence in our communities would be
wonderful. Feel free to ring me on
01790 763 603 if you have any
questions or ideas, or would just like to
talk about this.

As we seek to awaken to a new
economics, a new way of life, I am
uplifted by pictures of rivers and pools

in the deserts; uplifted to know that
God will ‘set junipers in the wasteland,
the fir and the cypress together’ so that
all may ‘see and know. May consider
and understand that the hand of the
Lord has done this…’ (Isaiah 41.19-20).

Here and now the ash, the larch and
the juniper still sicken. We still struggle
to free ourselves from the world’s
perspective, and the wider world still
sees no need to cast aside their fixation
with economic growth. News of
extinctions, of felled trees, of pollution
mounts. But only faithfulness enables
hope. ‘The grass withers, the flower
fades; but the word of God will stand
forever’ (Isaiah 40.8). n

Representing/volunteering for CEL.
Christian Ecology Link is looking to
recruit a team of four volunteer
representatives to attend workshops
and conferences hosted by other
organisations with similar aims in the
London area. Contact CEL’s Information
Officer if you think you can help – 0845
459 8460. Email access is essential.

Clun Methodist Church
On Sunday November 17, 2013 James McVicar as Mayor of Clun presented the 3rd Eco-congregation award to those
who attend the Methodist Church.

Marian Humble who was leading the service commented on the need for us all to care for the world since we are an
integral part of creation, aiding or upsetting the balance of nature.

For many years the congregation has been working on caring for the environment, reducing the carbon footprint of the
building it uses and that of their own individual  homes and life styles.

They also recognize the need to raise
awareness of climate change both for the
sake of the human population and the whole
created order.

Prayers were said for the Climate Change
talks taking place at the moment in Warsaw,
for the people of the Philippine Islands so
badly hit by typhoon Haiyan, and for all
organizations which stand up for the rights
of the voiceless people of the world.
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Join Now
If you wish to become a member of Christian
Ecology Link or subscribe to Green Christian,
please fill in this form and send with your
remittance to: 
CEL Membership, Richard and Nicky Kierton,
Flat 1, 31 St James Terrace, Buxton SK17 6HS

Please tick:

Standard Membership £30 
Concessionary Rate (low income) £12
Joint/Family/Corporate £40
Green Christian only £20
Church Membership (recommended) £40

Name

Address

Postcode
(GC77)

Possible name change
We are seeking advice and comments
from our members and supporters on a
possible name change from Christian
Ecology Link to Green Christian. Any final
decision on a name change will be taken
by CEL’s trustees, but given that one of
our aims is to ‘empower agents of
change’, we would like to hear your
views now before proposals take shape.
See the article by Paul and George on
pages 14-16 for more on this. Please
send your thoughts on changing our
name, and also any comments you have
on developing a ‘Way of Life’, to the
Editor, post via the CELink community or
contact George Dow by 30 June 2014 at
georgedow51@btinternet.com 

CEL Events (both these dates are
different to those announced in
Storm of Hope)
This autumn the Annual CEL Retreat
will be at Noddfa, Penmaenmawr, North
Wales from 7 to 9 November, 2014. The
theme is ‘Joy in Enough’ and will be led
by Mary Grey (See p. 16).

The 2014 CEL Annual Members
Meeting is on 22 November, 2014, St
Aloysius Church, Euston, London. More
details in the autumn CEL Bulletin.

CEL campaigns
Ash Die Back
In spring we invited
our members to join
a letter campaign to
garden centres
related to ash die
back and sudden
oak death. The
letter asked garden centres to consider
selling only UK sources and UK grown
plants wherever possible. You can all
help by asking where plants were grown
when visiting your local garden centre. 

Rainforest Habitats
CEL is encouraging members to raise
money to help save endangered
rainforest habitats. One way to do this is
to sell greeting cards with beautiful
photographs on them. Contact Judith
Allinson on 01729 822138 to find out
more.

CEL supporting other campaigns
CEL is frequently asked to support the
campaigns of other organisations. When
the campaign is in line with our own aims
we do so. 

‘Hope for the Future’: The Diocesan
Environment Officers in Yorkshire and the
North East of England have combined to
develop a simple campaign under the
title ‘Hope for the Future’ This is a
Church-led ecumenical campaign to
lobby MPs to put the Committee on
Climate Change recommendations in
their Parties’ 2015 Manifestos and to
say how they will reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 80% by 2050 giving
precise targets and dates.  Further
details of the ‘Hope for the Future’
campaign can
be found at
www.hftf.org.uk

Biofuel Watch
Actions: The EU
and our
government's
support for the
use of biomass
for providing energy has had many
unforseen repercussions and in many
cases causes vast amounts of CO2 to be
produced. Did you know that Drax will
soon be importing three times as much
wood (as pellets, in some cases from
virgin forest in USA) as we are capable of
producing from our own forests? Other
power stations have applied to start

importing wood
too.

Local Works
requested we join in
with their proposal
to promote local
community energy
through the
Sustainable

Communities Act. Parish and town
councils wish to use the Sustainable
Communities Act to get the government
to establish the right in law for them to
sell electricity generated by local
renewable energy schemes. At the
moment the law prevents parish and
town councils from selling electricity,
whereas local authorities can. There is
no reason why parish and town councils
should not be able to do so. In fact,
there are a number of parish councils
ready to go ahead with renewable energy
schemes but they are prevented from
doing so whilst this legal restriction is in
place. The Local Works’ proposal is as
follows, ‘That the government gives
Parish and Town Councils the right to sell
electricity either by legislating to this
effect itself or by giving support a

Private Members Bill that establishes this
right.’ 

We accepted the Invitation for CEL to link
in to the global network Netzkraft
Movement who want a democratically
legitimated elected body within the
United Nations that is in a position to
develop international solutions for
international threats to peace, human
rights and the environment and to
enforce these by non-violent means.

CEL signed up
to the 'Tipping
Point
Declaration' of
the West
Yorkshire
Kirklees
Campaign
Against Climate
Change. The

Declaration is an eight point summary of
the latest science on the causes and
impacts of man-made climate change. In
April they sent the Declaration
undersigned with a list of supporting
organisations to national media. They
also sent the Declaration to the party
leaders in Parliament and the secretary
of state for Energy and Climate Change

continued on page 20
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Funny weather we’ve been having
recently haven’t we? Scientists are
warning that Typhoon Haiyan, the
record-breaking heat of the Australian
Open and the recent floods in the South
West are but tasters of what is to
come.  Most say that humanity still has
a window of opportunity to act, but that
this window is closing rapidly.

There are many things we can do but
I’d like to let you know about a new
campaign that aims to ‘change the
direction of the wind’ on climate change
in this country, so that politicians take
climate change seriously and act
accordingly.  The campaign, called
Hope for the Future, asks us all to write
to our MPs of all colours asking them
to show how they intend to lead the
world in moving to a low carbon future
in their party’s 2015 manifesto.  It
suggests we write real letters, rather
than emails, and include a photo of a

child who we love and for whom we are
writing.  More information and a
suggested letter can be found at
www.hftf.org.uk.  Although a Christian-
inspired campaign, the campaign is for
anyone who cares for the future.  I am
hoping to run letter write-ins at both my
Church and my son’s primary school.

Is it worth campaigning on something
so huge and intractable?  Look into the
eyes of a child you love and ask
yourself that question.

Ruth Jarman

Hope for the Future Campaign
Let’s change the direction of the wind
‘Politicians wet their fingers and see which way the wind is blowing at the time.
You don’t change a nation by changing wet fingers. Nations are changed by
changing the direction of the wind.’ 

Jim Wallis, American Spiritual Activist

New Members
Linda Atkin (Staffs)
Gaynor Ayres (North Yorks)
Paul Ballard (Cambs)
Dave Barton (West Sussex)
Simon Browning (West Yorks)
Mark Coleman (Merseyside)
Jenny Cooke (North Yorks)
John Daniels (Shropshire)
Christine Edwards (East Sussex)
Ann & Stuart Gott (Lancs)
Lydia & Heston Groenwald (London)
Richard Hopper (Cornwall)
Louis Hurrell (Berkshire)
David McPherson (Dorset)

Elaine Noakes (Norfolk)
Mark Olrog (Hants)
Alison Rowe (Notts)
Anne Stone (West Sussex)
Rachel Webb (Avon)

Brothers of the First Order of Society
of St Francis
EcoTask Group (North Yorks)
Peterborough EcoFaith Network

Please notify the CEL office if you
move or change your email or
telephone number -- and ask for a
Membership Response Form to fill in if
you haven’t already sent one to us.

and his ‘shadows’. In addition to this
they sent a copy of to CEOs or other
senior figures in fossil fuel companies -
including some involved in ‘fracking’ in
the UK (Anglo American, BASF, BG
Group, BHP Billiton, BP,  Centrica,
Cuadrilla, Dart, I-GAS, Rio Tinto, Shell,
Tullow Oil, Xstrata) and those involved in
financing fossil fuel extraction (Barclays,

continued from page 19

It was really good to talk
about God and fracking

A group of activists including
Christian Ecology Link trustee and
Operation Noah board member, Ruth
Jarman, and Caroline Lucas, MP (see
GC76 p.12), were found not guilty at
Brighton Magistrates Court this week
for taking part in the protest at the
Balcombe drilling site in August. All
five defendants were found not guilty
for activities contrary to Section 14
of The Public Order Act 1986 and
obstruction of the highway.

In an email on Maundy Thursday
evening Ruth wrote: It was fun today -
after all the worry and when I was
actually up I was just myself and it
was really good to talk about God
and fracking!’ Here is part of the
press release:

Leaving the court on Friday, Ruth
Jarman said, ‘It was a relief to hear
that our protest did not result in
convictions. To take a peaceful stand
against the madness of drilling for oil
and gas in the British countryside
when we already have enough fossil
fuel to wreck God's creation five
times over, should not be illegal. The
Christian faith has a long history of
non-violent acts of resistance, as a
means of speaking truth to power.
For me, this was about the integrity
of my discipleship of Jesus Christ – I
had to resist evil. I hope our acquittal
will encourage people to
courageously campaign by all
peaceful means necessary to switch
the direction of our country from
dangerous fossil fuels to clean forms
of energy.’ 

HSBC, Lloyds, RBS, Standard
Chartered).

Power for Good
CEL member Margaret Healey Pollett is
leading a cooperative effort in the
Birmingham area to finance solar panels
on church roofs. If you want to know
more go to www.pfg.coop
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REPORT

Sustainable Communities:
What has the Church got to offer?
Ann Parker reports on this conference

On 1 March 2014 I attended an
environmental conference day at
Redcliffe College, Gloucester,

entitled Sustainable Communities: What
has the Church got to offer? The
speakers included Ruth Valerio,
Professor Tim Gorringe and Sir John
Houghton.

Ruth Valerio is an incredibly busy lady
involved in her local community, Church,
family and allotment as well as working
for A Rocha. A Rocha is a Christian
environmental group that started in
Portugal in 1984, trying to preserve
wildlife wetlands from encroaching
development. In recent years the
organisation has grown to include eco-
preservation schemes all over the
world. It differs from many other such
groups in that it is Christian based,
believing we are here to care for God’s
creation. ‘The earth is the Lord’s and
everything in it’, so it is not ours to
trash, as too many people worryingly
seem to believe. 

The A Rocha story has been told in
several books; I have recently read one
by the founder Peter Harris (Kingfisher’s
Fire, Monarch, 2008). He writes of the
difficulty in connecting ecology and
Christians. The A Rocha people come
from the evangelical wing, but although
those working for the organisation are
committed carers of the earth, it is a
belief of many Christians, particularly
the evangelicals, that the gospel means
‘me and God’, personal salvation and
aiming for a distant heaven, so it
doesn’t matter what we do here
because we’ll be somewhere better
when we die. To me this is an attitude
equivalent to staying in a holiday
cottage and leaving it as a tip, as if we
are untaught children or badly behaved
teenagers with no concern at all for
other people’s property or for the
mythical beast who will come and clean
up after them. The fairies perhaps? 

There are no fairies or beast to clean
up after we’ve trashed our one and only
‘cottage’, planet earth. I have had an
eco concern for several years now and
try to live a sustainable lifestyle. Many
people have expressed similar concerns
and joined eco groups, usually secular
ones, as the thinking has been that the
Churches aren’t interested in that sort
of thing. This has, regrettably, been
true. But there are Christian ecology
groups such as CEL, and Eco-
Congregations, as well as organisations
like A Rocha or the John Ray Initiative,
whose newsletters are currently on the
Green noticeboard. And, of course,
others like Christian Aid, Traidcraft and
Fairtrade. 

Since starting the notice board in
January, several people have said to
me, ‘I’m so glad you’re doing this.’ But it
is now about more than raising money
for the disadvantaged. Climate change
is a real threat that is rapidly becoming
a reality and everyone needs to be
aware of this and of changes which it
might still be possible to make before
our way of life is altered dramatically
for the worst. There are cards on the
Green table about a Carbon Fast that I
brought back from Gloucester (a
national initiative, not just for the south-
west diocese). It would be of interest to
try the exercise. 

Sir John Houghton, who has recently
published his autobiography, In the Eye
of the Storm, is an experienced
climatologist. At Redcliffe he explained
in simple terms about the rise in sea
temperature, the effect of raised air
temperatures on clouds and therefore
on rainfall, the likelihood of more floods
(which we have been experiencing) and
the loss of land as in seaports and
agriculture. Nearly all of our food is now
imported. We must return to growing
our own or to giving soil and its
structure much more consideration. It

constitutes the basis of our life and the
ground we stand on. There is no
alternative. Even high-rise flats or
greenhouses have to have an earthed
foundation. n

An interesting article on land and our
lack of respect for eco farming is in
the current edition of Resurgence
(Issue 283, March/April 2014, The
Importance of Soil by Eliot Coleman).

The article by Donnachadh McArthy,
The Real Power in Politics, available
online, is also worth a read see
http://www.resurgence.org/magazine

See also George Monbiot’s article on
farming practices in The Guardian, 5
March 2014).

CEL member Anne says:
I am mostly a poet and have self
published half a dozen books
including Processing the Squirrel
which is mainly eco based
(‘processing’ referring to the idea of
process theology, not squirrel
burgers). I am currently attempting to
work for an MA at Sarum College,
Salisbury as I would like to find a way
of connecting Church interest with
green issues.
I am also a writing leader for the
Creative Arts Retreat Movement
(CARM).
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POETRY PLEASE

POETRY PLEASE 
Slow Death

The whole nation is shocked by deaths on the news –
the plane crash, the hostel fire.
But how to grasp something that does not kill you today or tomorrow
but slowly from the inside in 25 years.
A governmental or industry choice means we pass damaged genes to future generations.

Slow death cannot be photographed for the Six o'Clock News.
We cannot see or smell nuclear radiation
We cannot see dioxins or mercury from incinerators in the air.
Experts acquiesce at murder as long as it's slow.

Deaths and serious illness from nuclear radiation, pesticides in food,
car fumes, microwaves, cancer-causing benzene, harsh medical drugs, fluoride.
Over 70,000 chemicals are in use today – many with little or no safety data.
Parkinson's, leukaemia, MS, miscarriage & birth defects can result, but who will prove it?
Years later statistics show the rise in childhood leukaemia, prostate and breast cancer.

We never see the victims all together
The shipyard workers who built nuclear submarines,
The soldiers told to watch nuclear explosions.
They die quietly years after in a hospital ward – not on the evening news.
The victims don't say "They are killing me"
Only a sad "I am very ill now."

Ann Wills

Based on the poem The Long Death by Marge Piercy,
who kindly gave her permission for me to do this.

Catching the power of the wind
Listen to the air, says Lame Deer1

Woniya, woniya wakan,
Spirit life, breath, renewal.

Listen to the trees, says a child
Wisha, wisha, wisha,

The fresh air makes me 
think of a new world.

Catching the power of the wind
the children say,

Wind flying in my face
smell the air blowing through my hair

smell the oxygen coming from the trees.

Ruach, breath, wind, renewal. 
The children listen and smell.

Listen, listen, listen
to them.

Chris Walton

1John Fire Lame Deer was a Mineconju-Lakota Sioux 1903–1976

On the day that we were
finalizing the design of this
page I received this from
avaaz.

Let's draw a line in the
sand, and stop our leaders
from letting industry kill
us slowly. Sign up now,
then send a personal
message -- we’ll arm
climate champions with our
massive mandate, twin it
with opinion polls that
prove support for the
planet in key blocking
countries and feed the
best messages to the
media right up until the
vote: 

http://www.avaaz.org/en/e
u_2030_climate_main_uk/?
bEjWgab&v=37467

Editor
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REVIEWS AND RESOURCES

Seeking Justice: The
Radical
Compassion
of Jesus 
By Keith Hebden
January 2013
Circle Books
ISBN 978-1-
78099-688-2
177 pages
RRP £11.99
(paperback), 
£4.99 (e-book) 

This is one of the most disturbing
and challenging Christian books I have
ever read. I found it virtually
impossible to disagree with the
author’s main thesis, but the
implications of such agreement for my
own priestly praxis are terrifying and
yet irresistible. The matter is
compounded by the fact that the
author writes out of the integrity of his
own radical commitment to praxis for
justice. As a result, the book offers
me a much needed wake-up call and
motivation to do more to work for
justice and true peace.

Gradually, layer by layer, Keith
Hebden uncovers and exposes the
myriad ways in which we have allowed
our lives to be overlaid by an imposed
sense of order and ‘normality’ that is
in fact oppressive, exploitative and
unjust. He offers many examples of
how our choices are controlled or
managed for us by ‘authority’ or ‘the
powers’ and ruthlessly exposes the
contradictions of Capitalism and its
corrosive effect in the lives of ordinary
people. He then demonstrates a
convincing and well-illustrated defence
of non-violent resistance and of the
importance of compassion as the
motivating ‘force’ in opposing
oppressive regimes etc.

The book is peppered with
excitingly fresh interpretations of, and
insights from, many familiar biblical
texts. We are given a completely fresh
and imaginative interpretation of
Romans 12 and 13 that convincingly
sets the teaching of Paul in the stream
of compassionate action for justice
that is the hallmark of the teaching of
Jesus.

The author distils much modern
insight into the mores and hierarchies
of life in 1st-century Palestine. He
illustrates clearly how the actions and
teaching of Jesus were carefully
constructed to attack and challenge
them as unjust, unequal and unfair, for
example in his analysis of the Gospel
accounts of the cleansing of the
temple.

Although his reports of various
protests against injustice, for example
the Dalit stand against the appalling
requirement that they dispose of
human waste by hand, are very
powerful and often moving, I was left
wondering how effective such
compassionate action for justice really
is. My hope would be that the kind of
non-violent protest that Hebden
espouses is gradually having a ‘trickle-
up’ effect and, complemented I trust
by the activities of armchair activists
like myself, will gradually cause more
and more people to think about the
ways in which their jobs, policies,
politics and actions contribute to
exploitation, corruption and oppression
and have a change of mind and heart.
It may well be a case of slowly but
courageously chipping away at the
assumed power of the powers and
gently undermining their credibility and
authority.

In this provocative and challenging
book we at last have a passionately
argued defence for a political gospel
and a political Christ that draws out
the power and subtlety of that attack
which both Jesus and Paul made on
the vested interests and powerful
elites and cliques of their day. These
insights are powerfully translated to
the 21st century and the cry of
today’s poor and marginalised, but
always with a grace and a restraint.

Each chapter concludes with a brief
set of suggestions for small groups to
take further their exploration of the
issues raised. I strongly and warmly
recommend this book as a real
treasure.

The Revd Canon 
Donald C. Macdonald

For a longer review, see
www.greenchristian.org.uk
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Mary Grey was one of our speakers at
the Joy in Enough conference and is
to lead our retreat (see p.16). Here
are just four of her many books. 

The Outrageous
Pursuit of Hope –
Prophetic Dreams

for the 21st
century (London:
Darton, Longman
and Todd 2000)

Sacred Longings:
Ecofeminist
Theology and
Globalisation
(London: SCM
2003, Fortress
2004)

A Cry for Dignity:
Religion, Violence

and the struggle of
Dalit Women in
India (Equinox

2010)

The Advent of
Peace – a Gospel
Journey to
Christmas (SPCK
2010).
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Urban 
Eco-mission:
Healing the
Land in the
Post-
industrial
City
By Paul Ede
April 2013
Grove Books
27 pages
ISBN 978-1-85174-861-7
RRP £3.95 (ebook)

Paul Ede’s booklet of 27 pages
provides an easily digestible, well-
argued case for mission in the West to
embrace environmental transformation.
Ede is a leader of the Clay Community
Church in Glasgow and uses as a
reference point the activity of his
community in greening brownfield sites. 

The introductory chapter asserts that
Christian ‘earth-keeping’ is an important
mode of ethical reflection, with the
implication that such reflection
flourishes only when grounded in a
community that is committed to
environmental transformation.

Substantiation for this position is
provided in Chapters two to four of the
six chapters. The starting point is
recognition, in the mode of Michael
Northcott, that modernity has alienated
humanity from nature, and this is
supported by the diagnosis of Richard
Louv that we experience ‘nature-deficit
disorder’. Paul, writing in Romans, is
referenced to make the point that our
‘experiences of creation can be
foundational for opening us up to the
possibility of the divine’.

The thesis of the book is around
bringing together a theology of
salvation with an ecological theology.
Conceptual frameworks for this include
Michael Rosenzweig’s identification of
‘reconciliation’ ecology (i.e. behaviour
modification for maximum benefit) as
opposed to ‘restoration’ ecology (an
ecology which promotes the
reclamation of damage) or a
‘reservation’ (specific site) ecology. Also
noted is Northcott’s line of
‘theocentrism’, which ought to replace
‘biocentrism’ and ‘anthropocentrism’.
The argument then jumps quickly to
Willis Jenkins’ example of revivalist tree-

planters in Uganda, which provide an
example of a methodology for action.

Ede agrees with Loren Wilkinson and
Stephen Bouma-Prediger’s view of
‘Christ as the new Adam’, with Christ
succeeding where Adam failed. Firmly
rooting itself in Trinitarianism, the
question is asked: ‘To what extent is the
Spirit of Pentecost the same Spirit that
brooded over the waters of creation?’
The ‘obvious’ answer, Ede suggests,
allows us to ‘connect’ creation,
redemption and the activity of the Spirit.

Seven biblical passages are reviewed in
Chapter four and they point to the
purpose of creation being concerned
with healing and reconciliation of the
land as well as the people, and this
leads to the assertion that the biblical
call is to ‘heal the divorce that
modernity has instituted between
nature, humankind, the city and God’.
After reviewing Richard Bauckham’s
concern that an unmodified
understanding of ‘stewardship’ will
remain anthropocentric, Ede suggests
the alternatives as the biblical model of
hospitality and a serious recognition of
the ‘Holy Spirit’s desire to be present in
creation as a healing force’.

Turning to the practical issues of ‘earth-
keeping’ Ede recognises the picture
offered by the mustard seed metaphor
in Matthew, and the need for patience in
slow processes. He points out that the
action and processes allow for
discussions around personal faith. Ede
then wrestles, but only briefly, with the
idea of either developing a new urban
theology that rejects the ‘dualism of city
versus nature’, or of appropriating
either African or Celtic traditions, which
embrace wider domains than modern
western theology.

The disappointment, if there is one, is
that the practical subject matter
confines itself to industrial ‘leftovers’
rather than perhaps being more
generically concerned with the whole
urban realm. Little is said of the nature
or experiences of the actions in
Glasgow; indeed, more is said about
African tree-planting actions and
experiences. No other examples of
community action are provided.
However, the practical learning from
this activity is secondary to the
theological reflection, and the book
provides a wonderfully succinct starting
point for anyone interested on a revised

salvation theology that encompasses
environmental concerns.

John Parkin

The Reason I Jump
By Naoki Higashida
(Translation) 2013 
Sceptre 
180 pages
ISBN
9781444776751
RRP £12.99
Hardback

This is a book that
in my view
everyone should read. It is written by a
13 year old autistic Japanese boy. The
story of its writing is fascinating enough
but the descriptions, explanations and
challenging words of the writer ‘still with
one foot in childhood’ as it says on the
back cover need to be  received and
digested by all of us, not only so we
better understand and relate to those
with autism, but for our better
understanding of our relationships with
ourselves, one another, the more than
human community and God. What could
be more ecological than that!

From the book:
Would you give us an example of
something that people with autism really
enjoy?

We do take pleasure in one thing that
you probably won’t be able to guess.
Namely, making friends with nature. The
reason we aren’t much good at people
skills is that we think too much about
what sort of impression we’re making
on the other person, or how we should
be responding to this or that. But nature
is always there at hand to wrap us up,
gentle: glowing, swaying, bubbling,
rustling.

To end this chapter:
But humand beings are part of the
animal kingdom too, and perhaps us
people with autism still have some left
over awareness of this, buried
somewhere deep down. I’ll always
cherish the part of me that thinks of
nature as a friend.

Please find the book, buy it or borrow it
and read it and most of all be changed
by it.

Chris Walton



www.greenchristian.org.uk 25

REVIEWS AND RESOURCES

Walking
with
Gosse:
Natural
History,
Creation
and
Religious
Conflicts
By Roger S. Wotton.
September 2012
Clio Publishing
214 pages
ISBN 978-0-95569-839-2
RRP £11.95 (paperback)

In this fascinating and highly readable
book, Roger S. Wotton, Emeritus
Professor of Biology at UCL,
introduces us to the life and work of
the Victorian naturalist Philip Henry
Gosse. However, this is by no means
a dry biographical account of one
naturalist by another, but a sensitive
and insightful portrayal by the author.
Roger Wotton achieves this by skilfully
interweaving the details of his own
biography into that of his subject, a
man who never quite reconciled his
strongly held evangelical Christian
beliefs with his work as a natural
historian. 

Roger Wotton had a Christian
upbringing and lost a parent at an

early age. This enables him to have
empathy for Gosse, who lost his first
wife through cancer, and with his only
son, Edmund Gosse, who was later to
become a major literary figure. Like
Gosse, Roger has been a passionate
natural historian from an early age and
it is this that allows him to enter with
some sympathy into Gosse’s world as a
natural historian and its conflicts with
his literal understanding of the Bible. A
conflict he attempted to resolve through
his book, Omphalos: An Attempt to
Untie the Geological Knot, published
two years before Darwin’s Origin of
Species. 

Gosse’s strong religious beliefs
alienated him from some of the
mainstream scientists of his day, as
well as from his son, Edmund, but in no
way diminished the esteem in which he
was held for his many achievements in
the field of natural history. For example,
he was a fine illustrator, observing his
subject matter in meticulous detail and
carefully executing a painting or a
woodcut. He also popularised and
encouraged the use of the microscope
for the amateur natural historian,
developed the marine aquarium and
was an excellent teacher and a fine
lecturer. Roger Wotton is in no doubt
that he should be justly recognised for
these achievements. 

Roger sees in Gosse various aspects of
his own character and he explores

these with humility and insight.
However, unlike Gosse, Roger Wotton
abandoned his religious upbringing
early in adulthood and has not
returned to it. He describes himself as
an atheist and evolutionist, though it is
obvious through his statements that he
retains respect for those of a religious
disposition and an open mind on the
subject. His stance is one of personal
integrity in belief, rather than animosity
towards believers, which is a
refreshing change from some
scientists. 

I could not help wondering when I read
this book why there is still so much
difficulty in reconciling science with
Christianity, particularly in the light of
excellent books by Christian scientists
such as John Polkinghorne, and
almost 60 years after the publication
of The Phenomenon of Man. However,
this did not in any way diminish my
enjoyment of the book, or my desire
to find out more about Henry Gosse. I
may also add that the book is
beautifully typeset, with many
illustrations and photographs to add to
the reader’s interest. It is a book I
would thoroughly recommend for
sheer enjoyment and for an
understanding of the conflict between
religion and science that still echoes in
our own time.

Linda Wickham

Jo Abbess, CEL’s Information Officer suggests some films and books which she recommends.

I have in the last month seen H2Oil about the First Nation struggle in Alberta, Canada against oil sands development, which I
thought was brilliant – the cinematography was superb, and really gave an idea about the geographical scale and the levels
of pollution.

I'm going to watch Promised Land today with a friend – a Hollywood tale of a company man buying the mineral rights from
people under their houses – connected to the shale gas exploitation disaster in the USA.

I am reading The Burning Question, as well as The Energy of Nations.
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Birds of the Bible: A Guide
for Bible Readers and
Birdwatchers
By Peter
Goodfellow
October 2013
John Beaufoy
Publishing
ISBN 978-1-
90961-214-3
160 pages
RRP £12.99
(paperback)

This book is an interesting combination
of two passions, the Bible and birds.
When I saw it I thought this is for me as
they are two of my interests also. The
scene is set with a description of the
location and conditions of the Bible
lands and goes on to the creation of
birds from both fossil remains, Genesis
and Psalm 104. Insights into the
knowledge of birds and comparisons of
the names for birds in different versions
of the Bible and modern names in both
English and Hebrew show the difficulty
when trying to identify some of the birds
mentioned specifically in the Bible,
though insights into clean and unclean
birds fascinatingly clarify bird families
that could be meant. Clean birds could
be eaten of course, and there is a
chapter that explores this and the
methods of snaring birds from various
quotes in the Bible. I found the
speculative nature of some of these
early chapters strained my interest, but I
re-engaged with Job’s birds and the
connections between birds and people
of the Bible. Of course it was often the
generic ‘birds’ along with some
specifically named birds, but this section
best linked simple Bible instruction with
the birds mentioned within the text. 

The information on migration, from the
earliest mention in Job, the belief in the
18th century that birds hid in deep
caverns during the winter, to patterns of
migration today, along with maps, was
fascinating and informative and made
me wish that it was safer to visit Israel
and Egypt during migration times. The
chapter on vultures and eagles, both
named biblically, contrasted the different
gifts of these birds to humanity, relevant
still today. There are apparently many
places that wish they had held to the
ancient wisdom and had encouraged

vultures to remain so that their corpse
clearing function would keep places
clean. Sacrifice was inevitably
mentioned a number of times. Birds
were so much a part of the ancient
sacrificial rituals that are irrelevant
today, so an image that stays with me is
of the bird released to fly away at the
end of a cleansing ritual.

There are some real gems in this book,
along with the reminders of habitat loss.
The pictures disappointed me; they are
carefully detailed paintings, slightly vivid
in colour and with some distortions in
the birds I recognised, but beautifully
done. It is just so easy to get good
quality photos these days and they show
the birds in real poses, it is a shame
they were not mixed with some of the
paintings in my opinion. A good read,
though, if these are your interests too.

Chris Polhill

Religion, Politics and the
Earth: The New Materialism
By Clayton Crockett and Jeffrey W.
Robbins
October 2012
Palgrave
Macmillan 
206 pages
ISBN 978-1-137-
26892-1
RRP £17.50
(paperback)

Who would
enjoy reading this book? That is what I
wondered as I laboured through it. It
would have to be someone at home
with an academic form of discourse and
familiar with the vocabulary of certain
scientific disciplines, sociology and
contemporary philosophy. Yet this book
will perhaps be most appreciated by the
reader with an intuitive cast of mind,
able to recognise the force of an
argument in its imaginative
suggestiveness. 

The theme of the book is encapsulated
in the phrase ‘the New Materialism’.
Material reality and the spiritual are
seen as one. That sounds like the
philosophy of Idealism. But this is about
‘taking the earth as subject’. It is not to
be treated as the object of our
experience – or exploitation. Rather we
are to participate in and facilitate the

material ‘coming to self-awareness
through thought’. All this is explained in
the introduction to the book, which I
began to enjoy as an evocative poem
can be enjoyed – not necessarily
understanding every line, but moved by
it and made to sense yet deeper
intuitions. The New Materialism is about
energy transformation, we are told,
energy which cannot be reduced to
matter because it resonates with spirit
and life. But the platform for these
flights of philosophical speculation is a
plain acknowledgement of the global
crisis: ‘Western capitalism is based
upon assumptions of indefinite if not
infinite growth, but the natural
resources of the planet are finite.’ The
ecological crisis is seen as focussed in
global warming, the energy crisis in the
urgency to develop the use of
renewable sources; they are interrelated
and both are also related to the
financial crisis. It is from the facing of
these facts that the vision emerges as:
‘a new way of being in and of the earth’. 

Chapters dealing with digital culture,
religion, politics, art, ethics, energy and
logic make up the substance of the
book. I would have to admit to finding
them dense and often elusive. The most
curious one is that which pops up
offering a radical proposal for nuclear
energy, scientifically pragmatic but all
the more difficult for the uninstructed to
evaluate.

Yet the book strikes a fundamental note
of hard reality: ‘if we want our
civilization to live on earth a little longer
we will have to recognise our
coexistence with and in earth’. What I
found most encouraging was the
underlying theology. I was unconvinced
that only a radical theology ‘unbound
from its tie to one particular event,
which is the crucifixion and resurrection
of Jesus of Nazareth’ ... ‘can dare to
think ... a New Materialism of Earth’.
But to relinquish ‘God’ in our learning to
think like and with the earth, surely
draws upon the profound orthodoxy of
apophatic theology (God is what we
cannot think) and panentheism (all
things exist within the divine)? So I
warmed to the invitation for ‘readers to
use their theological imaginations’, even
though so much of the book irritated
me as it left me behind! 

Andrew Norman CJN
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PRAYERSCRIPT

SALUTATION TO THE DAWN

Look to this day!

For it is life, the very life of life

In its brief course

Lie all the verities and realities of 

your existence

The bliss of growth

The glory of action

The splendour of beauty

For yesterday is but a dream

And tomorrow only a vision

But today well lived makes every 

yesterday a dream of happiness

And every tomorrow a vision of hope

Look well, therefore to this day!

Such is the salutation to the dawn.

Kalidassa, Indian Poet

PRAYER FOR SOCIAL AND ECO-JUSTICE 

Holy Spirit we need help! 
Our planetary home is hurting 
global warming and climate change 
with millions of humans uprooted 
and fish, flower and fauna 
facing dire extinction. 
Holy Spirit hear us! 

We stewards of creation 
plead human need for counsel 
before using our God given gifts 
communally with many others 
repair the harm of our greed 
with faith in your guidance. 
Holy Spirit help us! 

We are too ego bent 
to one colour of the spectrum 
our need is urgent for inspiration 
so truths of our baptismal faith 
rend our stubborn hearts 
to solidarity of intent. 
Holy Spirit inspire us! 

We await clergy’s help 
ordained to pilot our prayers 
within our sacramental sanctuaries 
sustaining our own lay callings 
for social and eco-justice 
help heal our home. 
Holy Spirit guide us! 

We have received an email from the
Lamplighters’ Forum, a Canadian ecumenical
group which strives to promote an ethic of life
that echoes the inherent relationship between
our faith and the care of the earth and its
people. CEL is featured on their website
http://www.earthgroaning.ca/active-prayer
linking to our own community of prayer.

Their mission is to strive to promote an ethic
of life that echoes the inherent relationship
between our faith and the care of the Earth
and its people, praying to the Holy Spirit to
inform our actions.’No one lights a lamp and
puts it in a hiding place or under a basket, but
on a lamp stand, so that those who enter may
see its light.’ Luke 11.33. 

Here are two prayers from their website.You
can contact them at
activeprayer@earthgrowing.ca



Nature is always there at hand to wrap us up, gently: 
glowing, swaying bubbling, rustling.

from The reason I Jump by Naoki Higashida (see page 24)
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