
 

 

  

Green Christian is a bridge between folk in 
the green movement and in the Churches.  

change.   

Over the past year our longstanding       
activities have continued to flourish.  But we 
have also entered a time of change, 
prompted by at least three signs of the 
times . 

Firstly, evidence of ecological stress is 
mounting rapidly, and the environmental 

wanting.  In Green Christian we are  
convinced that a generous, open spirituality, 
rooted in the gospel, can trigger a change of 
heart well beyond the Churches. 

Secondly, faith and spirituality are in  
transition, especially among younger  
people.  We have been challenged by the 
team who un Xistence 
project, and are seeking new ways to serve 
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Towards the tipping point 

A year discerning and naming the signs of the times. 
 

Join Green Christian 
Send £30 standard (low income £12), 
 £40 joint/family/corporate,  
or a donation for church membership  
(recommended amount £40)  
to: Green Christian Membership Secretary, 

 
Derbyshire SK17 6HS.   

Cheques payable to Green Christian 

 

We were represented at the launch  
conference of Sarx, a new organisation for  
animal welfare and theology.  We were also 
represented at a meeting convened by A 
Rocha to strengthen the eco-theological 
content of ministerial training courses.  
Sadly a joint day with friends at the  
Anabaptist Network had to be cancelled, but 
we hope to collaborate in other ways soon.   

Finances  
Green Christian made a surplus in 2016, 
thanks to the large donation from the  
Passionists. Main expenditure in the year 
was again the production of the magazine 
and other publications. Membership      
subscriptions and donations have held 
steady, and at the year end there was a 
healthy £46,837 in the bank; this includes 
£11,000 remaining of a legacy received in 
2012 and applied only to specific projects. 

People  
The day-to-day management of Green 
Christian is undertaken by a Steering 
Committee on behalf of the trustees.  Its 
members for the past year were: Dr Judith 
Allinson (Web Editor), Paul Bodenham 
(Chair), Barbara Echlin (Secretary), Tony 
Emerson (Joy in Enough), George Dow 
(Way of Life co-ordinator), Howard Gardner 
(Print Manager), Peter Grimwood (Minutes 
Secretary), Eleanor Orr (Treasurer), Poppy 

Pickard (Web Designer), Ashley Ralston, 
Deborah Tomkins and Chris Walton  
(Chaplain). 

The Trustees of Christian Ecology Link, as 
the charity is still formally named, will take a 
more active role from next year.  The     
Steering Committee will disband  although 
the same faces will hopefully be round the 
table for a while longer.  Trustees over past 
year were: Paul Bodenham, Dr Tim Cooper, 
George Dow, Barbara Echlin, Tony Emerson, 
Peter Grimwood, Ruth Jarman, Deirdre 
Munro, Eleanor Orr, Poppy Pickard, Ashley 
Ralston, Deborah Tomkins and Chris Walton.  

We have a growing complement of part-time 
staff (though between them totalling only 22 

subscriptions and our Passionist Partnership.  
Amy Willshire is our Administrator, taking on 
additional work for Joy in Enough during the 
year.  Judith Allinson is our Web Editor.  
They have been joined by Membership   
Secretary Richard Kierton and two new 
workers for Joy in Enough, Jeremy and 
Hilary.  Enabling us to employ this growing 
team is Simon Court, HR Co-ordinator. 

We are indebted as ever to Barbara Echlin 
who has kept the show on the road, and to 
John Hudson and Chris Warwick for their 
additional support.  

 

 

 

people under 40 and communicate with 
them more effectively. 

Thirdly, a generous grant from the         
Congregation of the Passion (Passionists) 
has opened up new potential to employ 
staff.  With this has come a need to      
overhaul our governance, and to support 
more effectively the many volunteers who 
are the lifeblood of Green Christian. 

To these we can perhaps add a fourth sign 
of the times , one which is worth dwelling on 

 the emergence of a Green Christian Way 
of Life. In many ways it is simply a 
package  we have been offering our 

members for many years essentially four 
spiritual disciplines: daily prayer and  
devotions, living gently on the Earth, public  
witness and encouragement.  

What is new, however, is an interest in living 
this way from the inside . A small number 

Around the fire at the 
2017 Green Christian 
retreat 
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of people, 30 so far, have joined together as  
Companions, together with four Explorers.  Most 
Companions are linked up with another for  
mutual support.  Joining the new Way of Life 
Community is a way  and only one way  to 
participate in Green Christian.  But it sheds new 
light on what Green Christian has always been, 
and what we are called to be.   

A Way of Life Community leaflet is now available 
and more web resources are being planned.  In 
January 2016 a second annual workshop took 
place in London.  Martin Poulsom SDB from the 
University of London spoke on Nurturing     
Creation  rediscovering a radical creation-
centred way of being. 

A renewed strategy 

These four signs of the times have together 
challenged us to rethink our goals.  When we 
met in February 2017, the Trustees and Steering 
Committee discovered a new direction.  You can 
see more of what this will look like at our On the 
Road regional Event throughout 2018, the first 
being on 3rd February in London. But we can 
summarise it as follows.  

 Events on an annual cycle to enable  
members to meet, and more contact between 
members around the country.   

 A programme enabling members to grow in 
radical Christian ecological discipleship  
through practical training and spiritual  
formation 

 A process for matching opportunities for  
action and members who have time, skills and 
passion to fulfil them 

 A new editorial process and style for our  
publications so that they reach a new  
generation of members 

 An enhanced leadership role for our Trustees, 
and groups fitted to our new focus to replace 
the Steering Committee. 

Joy in Enough 
Green Christian has always been a platform for 
innovation.  Nothing exemplifies this better than 
Joy in Enough, our campaign for a just and truly 
sustainable economy. 

In the last twelve months we have set up the Joy 
in Enough College  a group of advisers with 
expertise in theology, economics and other  
relevant social sciences who are committed to 
promoting the programme.  At one of the  
C mple question that we 
addressed was how do you explain Joy in 
Enough simply to people .  One of the best  
answers was that it aims to present an        
attractive vision for a society that is dedicated to 
human flourishing and the common good rather 
than the constant pursuit of more.  Recognising 
the value and limits of the natural world, it aims 
to harness the imagination of people in 
Churches and beyond them.  

The College has been developing a declaration 
that sets forth our principles, and the policies 
that we wish the Churches to pursue.  We will 
seek the support of Church leaders, theologians 
and other public figures for it.  We have also 
been developing a course that might be under-
taken by local Church, college or community 
groups.  One of its units, What makes us  
consume as we do?  is being trialled at our Big 
Workshop on 18 November 2017. 

Two workers are helping us develop this work, 
thanks to funding from the Passionists: Jeremy 
Williams, our content editor, and Hilary Blake, 
our development officer. 

Member to member 
As well as being a bridge between the green 
movement and the Churches, Green Christian 
connects its members with each other.   

Membership now stands at 928, comprising: 
538 individuals 
166 joint members  i.e. 83 couples 

15 magazine subscribers 
24 organisations 
37 Churches 
99 ministers in training 
49 additional complementary 
26 new paying members.  
Ministers in training 
digital membership, Of the 99, 29 joined in the 
year from September 2016.  This scheme has 
been an unexpected success, and has  
emboldened us to plan a day on green Christian 
leadership for 2018.  We have lost 20 Church 
members over the past three years which may 
be a consequence of the greater range of    
resources now available to congregations, such 
as Eco Church. 

 retreat took place at Ringsfield Hall 
in Suffolk on 9-11 June 2017.  Paul Maiteny led 
us in Learning to live in Earth as our common 
home, drawing on his insights as a spiritual 
director, psychotherapist and student of Pierre 

 
British Teilhard Association for their financial 
support for the weekend. 
Touring a recycling plant, organising a church-
yard bioblitz or a Wild Church initiative for under 
13 year olds: these are just some of the diverse 
ways in which Green Christian's 14 local 
groups and contacts have helped to widen 
awareness and inspire action over the last year.  
Isobel Murdoch would be delighted to hear from 
you if y  

We were at the Greenbelt festival in both 2016 
and 2017, alongside Operation Noah, which we 
support by nominating three Trustees (Ruth  
Jarman, Reggie Norton and Martin Poulsom). 

Media and communications 

Green Christian is in the business of communi-
cation, and we now have a large number of  
media platforms , and volunteers to thank.  

Green Christian magazine is issued twice a 
year, under the oversight of its editorial team, 
Clare Redfern, Suzy Brecknell and Simon Court, 
and Tanya Jones, reviews editor.  We have  
commissioned original illustrations to adorn  
recent issues.  
Storm of Hope is our annual opportunity to 
present a green Christian viewpoint to the wider 
public.  The 2017 issue, by Deborah Tomkins 
and Peter Grimwood, tackled Brexit as a matter 
for prayer and action.  It drew on discussions at 
the  in November 
2016 which also addressed the challenges  
revealed by the EU Referendum.  

Philip Clarkson Webb produces our monthly 
Prayer Guide, which provides points for daily 
reflection through a perceptive mix of news and 
analysis. 

Judith Allinson and Barbara Echlin compile our 
monthly e-news, which goes to 2181 recipients.  
Judith also manages our Twitter account 
@greenchristian_ which has 2054 followers. 
Nicky Kierton maintains our Facebook group 
which has 555 members.  CELINK, our  
mem  
subscribers. 

Partnership is an important aspect of our work.  
Thanks to attendance by George Dow and  
Deborah Tomkins we contributed to all three 
meetings of the Churches  Environmental  
Issues Network in the last year. 

CAN YOU HELP US? 

There are many ways in which you can share 
in our work, such as: 

 Joining a new group to bring members 
together for mutual support and 
inspiration 

 Producing, editing and/or uploading 
online, photo, video and audio content. 

 Coming to a meeting to see what being a 
Trustee might involve. 


