
 

 

  

From the outset in 1981 Green Christian has had 
a strong grassroots ethos: voluntary, co-
operative and member-led.  It has made us into 
the organisation we are today: a creative move-
ment still pressing forward at the edge of Chris-
tian ecological witness.   

There is a potential flipside to that philosophy: a 
risk that we come across as homespun, slow on 
the uptake with technology, and under-equipped 
to turn aspirations into reality. 

Over the last year several opportunities have 
come our way to question that trade-off.  While 
still being a resolutely grassroots movement, 
we’ve been finding new ways to raise our game, 
so that we can meet the profound human crisis  
which has God’s creation in its grip.  Here we 
particularly highlight four of those developments. 

The most ambitious event of the year was our 
conference The Economics of Hope held in 
Bristol in November 2015, and attended by about 
200 people. Molly Scott Cato (economist and 
MEP for South West England), and Jonathan 
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The earth gives abundantly, year after year. 
Here is what, with your help, we have sought to give back. 
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the year’s three meetings of the Environmental 
Issues Network.  Ashley Ralston chairs the 
Environmental Working Party of the National 
Justice and Peace Network, which has had a 
busy year promoting the Pope’s encyclical Laud-
ato Si’.  Paul Bodenham gave a talk to an NJPN 
network day in Coventry in October, while also at 
the city’s cathedral Clare Redfern (GC Magazine 
Editor) and Judith Allinson (web editor) held a 
Green Christian stall at the ‘Reconciling a 
Wounded Planet’ conference. 

Green Christian supports Operation Noah and 
its Bright Now campaign for churches to disinvest 
from fossil fuel companies.  Ruth Jarman, Reggie 
Norton and Martin Poulsom are our nominees to 
the board of trustees.  

People and money 

All of this activity takes a great deal of organis-
ing, and we are indebted – as we have been for 
so many years – to Barbara Echlin for her tire-
less work behind the scenes.  The developments 
outlined on the first two pages are requiring 
additional person-power, and John Hudson and 
Chris Warwick have generously volunteered 
additional help with administration since May. 

The day-to-day management of Green Christian 
is undertaken by a Steering Committee on 
behalf of the trustees of Christian Ecology Link, 
as the charity is still formally named.  The mem-
bers for 2015/2016 were: Judith Allinson (Web-
editor), Paul Bodenham (Chair), George Dow 
(Way of Life), Barbara Echlin (Secretary), Tony 
Emerson (Joy in Enough), Howard Gardner 
(Print manager), Peter Grimwood (Minutes Sec-

retary), Eleanor Orr (Treasurer), Poppy Pickard 
(Web-designer), Ashley Ralston (NJPN rep), Deb-
orah Tomkins, Chris Walton (Chaplain). In addi-
tion: members of the editorial team, Clare Red-
fern, Simon Court and Suzy Brecknell attend our 
meetings. Ruth Jarman stood down but remains a 
Green Christian Trustee. 

Green Christian Trustees are: Paul Bodenham, 
Tim Cooper, George Dow, Barbara Echlin, Tony 
Emerson, Peter Grimwood, Ruth Jarman, Deirdre 
Munro, Eleanor Orr, Poppy Pickard, Ashley Ral-
ston, Chris Walton. Kevin Scot is Company Secre-
tary. 

This has been a satisfactory year for Green Chris-
tian’s finances . In 2015 there was a deficit of 
£3,500, more than in 2014. Although more mem-
bers have increased to the new subscription level,  
costs have also risen, notably in printing and post-
age of the magazine.  Also there has been a small 
decline in the additional donations members give 
with their subscriptions. However reserves are still 
sufficient to sustain the work of the charity for the 
foreseeable future. Cash in the bank at 31 De-
cember 2015 was £43,098, including £12,394 
from the legacy from Elizabeth Rendall, which is 
being used to fund the Xistence project.  

Once again Green Christian is embarking on a 
period of change and growth.  We look forward to 
your continued support, both practical and finan-
cial, as we rise to the challenge.  

 

 

Rowson (Director of the Social Brain Centre at 
the Royal Society of the Arts) were the keynote 
speakers. Workshops in the afternoon explored 
different aspects of an alternative to our current 
economic system.  Our 2015 Annual Members’ 
Meeting took place the previous evening. 

The conference turnout was huge fillip for our 
plans for Joy in Enough, a long-term pro-
gramme to build demand for a post-growth econ-
omy.  It encouraged us take the next steps, and 
we have prepared a brief with two key aims: 

1.  To articulate an attractive and persuasive 
vision for a sustainable, one-planet global econ-
omy which is just, convivial and humane; 

2. To engage people in the United Kingdom, 
especially opinion-formers and particularly within 
the churches, in building a spirited movement for 
economic change.  

The task is vast for an organisation of our size.  
However a shrewd mixture of collaborative part-
nerships and naïve self-confidence will go a long 

Green Christian are delighted and honoured to have been invited to 
be ‘Passionist partners’.  The Community of the Passion is a men’s 
religious community, whose St Joseph’s Province is based in the 
UK.  Over the next four years, Green Christian and the Passionists 
will be supporting each other’s work for the ‘crucified ones’ of today 
– including the crucified earth. 
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way – we are taking to heart Jesus’ words about 
serpents and doves! 

Of course, as we discovered with Operation Noah in 
the early 2000s, ambitious projects stretch our volun-
teer resources and call for new expertise.  We are 
having to weigh up carefully how to employ staff for 
the skills we need while safeguarding our voluntary 
ethos and our volunteers. 

In December we recruited Emily Winter, Jo Musker-
Sherwood and Rachel Hodgson to form the team for 
Xistence.  Their brief was to help us respond more 
effectively to the needs of people their 20s and 30s – 
an age group underrepresented in Green Christian.  
We want to reach out between generations so that we 
can learn from each other.  The team developed 
numerous creative and practical proposals, such as 
the “Growing them Green” Facebook group for par-
ents of young children.  We are now wrestling with the 
challenge of putting their advice into practice.  Many 
thanks to Simon Court for supervising the project, and 
to Lydia Groenewald and George Dow who helped 
get it started, and to Jen Ryder who has taken on the 
administration of “Growing them Green”. 

A third development is helping us keep our feet on the 
ground: the Green Christian Way of Life.  This is a 
shared commitment with four dimensions: daily prayer 
and devotions, living gently on the earth, public wit-
ness and mutual encouragement.  Following our 
inaugural weekend gathering at Ringsfield Eco-Study 
Centre last year, 33 Green Christian members and 
friends met for the day in January in London to ex-
plore the fourfold ‘rule of life’. Currently 24 members 
have registered as Companions and one as an Ex-
plorer. Our Way of Life working group has met on 
several occasions throughout the year to develop 
further resources, particularly in ways of facilitating 
Companions to support each other between annual 
gatherings. The next Way of Life one-day workshop 
will be held on 28 January 2017 in London.  

Our fourth major development was an act of unex-
pected generosity.  Green Christian has been offered 
funding as Passionist Partners (see foot of previous 
page) which will increase our income by some 50% 
for the next four years.  We look forward to deepening 
the close affinity we have already discovered with the 
Community of the Passion.  The partnership funding 
is just what we needed, when we needed it, to prime 

the pump for recruiting the longer-term staffing to get 
Joy in Enough off the ground, and to embed the rec-
ommendations from Xistence.   

However volunteers will always be at the heart of 
Green Christian, and we are developing a more me-
thodical and supportive approach to recruiting and 
encouraging the individuals who give their time.  The 
remaining pages of this report show just how im-
portant they are. 

Events 

In addition to the Economics of Hope conference and 
Way of Life gathering, we also sustained a full calen-
dar of events. 

For the third time we held a Green Christian retreat at 
Noddfa, Penmaenmawr, North Wales in June 2016. 
Keith Hebden led the weekend on the theme: “Cele-
brating body and soul – How our bodies can save the 
world”, shortly before taking up a new job as director 
of the Urban Theology Unit in Sheffield. Forty three of 
us, including five children, took part.  

Jill Vogler sent out material for 22 exhibition stalls 
since last September.  One of these was at 2015’s 
Greenbelt festival, where David Beattie ran our stall, 
and numerous members volunteered help. 

In December Green Christian members joined the 
London climate march and interfaith service and 
some went to the Paris Climate talks. Commissioning 
Editor for our magazine Clare Redfern joined a group 
cycling to Paris 

Amy Willshire, our hard-working and efficient infor-
mation officer, assisted with 15 requests for help 
finding speakers or spokespeople. 

Membership 

Green Christian now has around 900 members, com-
prising: 

562 Individual members 
164 Joint members (i.e. 82 couples) 
44 Churches 
25 corporate 
49 complementary 
56 ministers in training – more on them below 
10 magazine subscribers. 

92 new members joined last year, including the 56 

ministers in training.  We are now offering all our 
members the option of receiving our mailings by 
email in PDF format.   

Some members who pay by standing order have yet 
to increase the amount to our new rates. We depend 
on you our members to fund our printed material and 
our core activities.  If you are uncertain if you are 
paying at the correct subscription rate please contact 
treasurer@greenchristian.org.uk to check the posi-
tion. 

In September 2015 we wrote letters and follow-up 
emails to all the theological colleges in the UK offer-
ing a two year free membership for ministers in 
training. The initiative grew out of a hunch that train-
ee ministers would have an appetite for our message 
– both for themselves and their future congregations.  
It is a guess that proved right.  56 have become 
members and receive Green Christian magazine and 
other mailings by email in PDF format.   

Green Christian encourages local activity, not least 
through our 15 local groups and contacts.  Whether 
assisting with a food hub to tackle waste, organising 
prayer walks in local open spaces, or hearing talks on 
themes as diverse as water pollution or building a 
zero-carbon house, they give Green Christian – and 
the wider cause as a whole – a voice in their church-
es and communities.  Many thanks to Isabel Murdoch 
who keeps the groups in touch at national level. 

Thanks are also due to membership secretary Rich-
ard Kierton who responds to all membership enquir-
ies and sends out a welcome pack to new members. 
From August Richard took on updating the member-

ship lists. We are very grateful to Howard Gardner 
who has done this task for the past six years. Amy 
Willshire has improved our membership records with 
a sophisticated spreadsheet. 

Communications  

Green Christian magazine is now edited by a talent-
ed team of three – Clare Redfern, Simon Court, and 
Suzy Brecknell.  The last two issues had a focus on 
population and food.  The team carried out a feed-
back survey which is helping us to develop the maga-
zine.  Among their plans for the future are to create a 
brighter, more contemporary feel by using more col-
our and commissioning original illustrations.   

Tanya Jones has taken over as editor of book reviews 
from Miriam Pepper, with effect from the November 
2016 issue. After Miriam returned to her home in 
Australia in 2007 she continued to organise book 
reviews via the internet. We are grateful for all her 
hard work over the years. 

Peter Grimwood and Deborah Tomkins compiled our 
annual Storm of Hope pamphlet, and have kindly 
agreed to do so for 2017. 

Philip Clarkson Webb continues to write our monthly 
prayer guide, as he has done for almost three dec-
ades. Poppy Pickard prepares the web version, and 
Judith Allinson and Jo Rathbone distribute it. The 
prayer guide is available in printed format from Philip, 
on our website to download, or it can be emailed to 
you either at the start of every month, or daily. 

Judith Allinson distributes our monthly E-News which 
she compiles with Barbara Echlin to 2,200 recipients 
(an 11% increase on last year). In February 2016 we 
started using Mailigen for this service.  Amy Willshire 
worked hard to get the system set up. We had 1,650 
people on the list in 2013 and 700 people on the list in 
2006, so have just over tripled the number of people 
we send emails to in 10 years. 

CELINK, our members’ email discussion group, now 
has 190 members.  Our Twitter account 
@greenchristian_ has 1828 followers, up 24% on last 
year.  Nicky Kierton manages our presence on Face-
book, with and 501 members in our Group, and a 
Green Christian page which has attracted 466 likes. 

George Dow and Judith Allinson represented us at 

CAN YOU HELP US? 

Three times a year we issue an invitation with 

opportunities to volunteer.  At present we are 

looking for people who can help us by: 

 Designing an app for our online events 

calendar and prayer guide 

 Drawing up a set of policies recommended 

by the Charity Commission 

 Producing, editing and/or uploading online, 

photo, video and audio content. 

  


