This introduction to Joy in Enough is targeted to Christians with a general interest in sustainability or economics.  It will be published in a variety of formats to help fulfil the current objective of Joy in Enough, which is to build a movement in churches for a just economy within the earth’s ecological limits.  It complements and builds on the theological framework set out in the document ‘We believe in one earth’.  Please email comments, ideally as tracked changes in a copy of this document, to Peter Grimwood p.grimwood526@btinternet.com
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Awakening to a new economics
The challenge

We are in trouble.  We know it, but at the same time we don’t want to think about it. We know that this earth and its resources are finite, yet our demands on those resources seem to be infinite. 

As a society we are addicted to growth in consumption.  As individuals we are pressured to imagine ourselves as have-nots – always in need of more: more stuff, more experiences, more status. 

We know where this will lead us, but it is easier for us to continue as we are from day to day. St Augustine’s meditation on Ephesians 5.14 is a reminder to us: 

You said to me, ‘Arise you who are asleep and Christ shall give you light’. Though at every point you showed that what you were saying was true, yet I, convinced by that truth had no answer to give you except slow and sleepy words: ‘At once, but presently, just a little longer, please’. But ‘at once, at once’ never came to the point of decision and ‘just a little while longer, please’ went on and on for a long while. (Confessions)
The opportunity

Likewise we know growth cannot go on for ever, and right now we have the opportunity to change. Our society is called to a new spirituality and a new economics. We call it Joy in Enough, enough for each and everyone and joy for all.  
Reflecting on our tradition of faith, we call upon our fellow believers to embrace these opportunities and repent that we have become strangers to ourselves, each other and the Earth:

To believe God made a finite Earth with material limits to the scale of the human economy. 

To turn to Christ, God made human, and learn from him how to flourish within those limits. 

To confess our economy of excess which is harming the earth, future generations and our own wellbeing.

To seize this moment of choice and make the difficult but life-giving decisions which can no longer be avoided.

To hope in a renewed humanity and seek the Spirit’s power to change. 

The call
“The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.”  Jesus said “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” (Luke 4.18-21)
We hear this gospel in our own time.  Through prayer, learning and advocacy we join the struggle for an economic system which works for:

· people, all people, not just profit for a few.

· a sustainable planet, not unsustainable production.

· meeting the needs of every generation present and future, not gratifying the wants contrived by consumerism. 

The response
The economy we seek will be dynamic, responding to changing needs and evolving over time, but operate stably within the limits of creation.  For a successful transition policies will be made not by coercion but through dialogue, consensus and shared commitment to change.  In that spirit we propose the following reforms.
Respect for earth’s limits
· Leadership for international co-operation to set global limits on greenhouse gas emissions and biodiversity loss, and introduce a cap-and-trade framework to sustain key resources
· Restricting the creation of debt by the financial sector
· Measures to stabilise population through education, access to birth control and equal rights for women
Thriving local markets
· Democratic reform of international financial institutions, so that they promote equality and sustainability, and local and regional resilience
· Publicly-funded stimulus for a complementary economy of local community-based enterprises in fields such as energy, food production and repairs and maintenance.
A culture for good lives
· Domestic policy objectives which promote, and are measured by, wellbeing, rather than productivity and consumption such as Gross Domestic Product
· Regulation of consumer marketing, in order to protect not only consumer rights but the wider interests of the public and environment

· Public policies which foster voluntary activity and a rich community life
Wisdom in technology
· A green New Deal of global reach to achieve rapid gains in resource efficiency and longevity through technology, design and innovation 
· A shift towards public investment and away from private consumption and debt, through progressive taxation and vigorous enforcement against avoidance and evasion.
Fair access to income
· Facilitation of part time and work sharing to share employment opportunity and income more equally
· A Living Wage which provides the lowest-paid workers a genuinely viable income, and maximum pay ratio between the highest and lowest-paid employee of a firm.
You can find more details and further reading on these policy recommendations on our website [weblink]. 

Our challenge to leaders in church, state and commerce

To political leaders

You are entrusted with a vocation to uphold security and justice for all, in our time and for future generations. Statecraft takes the long view. You have access to the best sources of scientific information and advice.  We ask you to act on that advice in a spirit of openness and truth, for the common good. 

To business leaders

You are entrusted with safeguarding the long term interests of your investors, customers and employees but also your wider stakeholders.  This requires recognising the value of environmental and social responsibility as well as short-term returns to shareholders. But it also means co-operating with public intervention where markets fail to secure a genuinely sustainable economy.
To church leaders
You are entrusted with promoting among the people of God a fresh understanding of the economy within God’s creation and to hear the mission to which the churches are called in modelling it.  We ask you to hold the leaders of state and commerce to account.

To you, the reader
We invite you to engage with us to find the best way forward to a renewed economic purpose. This is a work in progress. Are we on the right track? What can you do make it a reality?  Join the journey: www.greenchristian.org.uk/joy-in-enough.
The mission of God for the Church is to draw all people into the far-reaching, self-giving task of being salt of the Earth and light for the world. The creator Spirit anoints and encourages all who by word and action bring to both a new economy of love.  Let us be among them.
